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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent 

March 3rd  2013

Welcome & Announcements    

Rev. Sutherland will be in Port Elgin next Sunday seeing to their annual meeting their winter celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
World Day of Prayer service tonight at St. Paul’s, Brown’s Yard 7:30pm

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings now the work of living out the vision begins. Keep our Sessions, our Boards of Managers, our Bible School leaders and our fellow servants in prayer as we serve together in Christ.

Joint Session Meeting – Wed. March 13th at 7pm at Fillmore Trucking, Clairville 

Booklet – Anthems and Dismissals This is our collection for this year of common calls to worship and dismissals to service. Please leave this copy in the pew today, one can be printed for you for devotion and worship at home. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25 . Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event.

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 
Maundy Thursday – A spiritual supper, and a meal of faith and fellowship, hosted at St. Mark’s Hall 6pm on Thursday, March 28th. Volunteers needed to cook some dishes.   

BLMS –Thursday March 14th 7-9pm a special evening of music at Bonar Law in the theatre with local performers: Valerie Thompson, Wayne Hebert,  Matt Arsenault, and Michelle Warren Christ Daigle, The Teriault Family and Josee Vautour, & possibly Dave Harnett. Admission Door price & dessert/coffee all with donation/ ’give what you can’. Proceeds to the School. Chime in on the celebration of Patrick Days & Please support your local high school  

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are

Call to Worship Open my Eyes Lord (16)
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 411 Stand up and bless the Lord
  
BoP 328 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 16 [BoP 621] 

Children’s story – Getting the good stuff . . .

Jodi LOVED chocolate!!
Any time that that she was asked what she wanted for breakfast, lunch or supper she would say, “Chocolate!!.”

 . . .

Children’s Hymn: songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Celebration of Baptism in Healing & Blessing : Savannah Arsenault-Symes

Anointing and the Laying on of Hands 

A Rite for Wholeness and Healing
All who seek wholeness in health and spirit are invited to come forward to receive God’s gift. We regard this rite in the light of these words of scripture:

Read by one of the church elders: 
James 5:13-16
3Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.
The Anointing

Those leading in the service will stand around in a circle.  When the oil has been prepared, the minister will lead in prayer saying:

O gracious God, creator of the universe, let us feel you blessing: 
You offer wholeness to all, and grace for all sorrow; providing abundantly for every need.

Lord Jesus Christ, redeemer of the world, let us celebrate your blessing in our lives; You bore our pain and suffering and shared our humanity.

Holy Spirit, divine comforter, may we share your blessing, as you fill our lives with your presence: Your unfailing power gives strength in the midst of our weakness.

Gracious God -- Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer: 
We give you thanks, and ask that your bless in purpose this gift of oil. 
By it, may we touch each other’s lives with healing and hope, embracing your saving love poured out for the healing of all nations in your love and the restoration of your people, your children, your church.

The minister dips a thumb in the oil and makes a sign of the cross on the forehead of the person seeking wholeness while saying:
We anoint you with oil as a sign of the healing power of God,

in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.     

Each elder in turn comes forward pressing their thumb to the oil 
God Bless you, and keep you. Amen.
The Laying on of Hands

The minister and others present lay hands on the person, together saying:
May pain and weakness be transformed 

by the healing power of God's loving presence.  

____________, by the laying on of hands, 

and in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

we hope & pray that God will uphold you and fill you with grace.     Amen.

With hands still upon the individual, we share a moment of silent prayer for the person.

The rites are repeated for each person receiving them.

benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord be kind and gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favour

and give you peace.     Amen.
Num. 6:24-26, TEV.
OR
____________________, may the God of hope

fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope,

by the power of the Holy Spirit

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.     Amen.
Rom. 15:13.
Revised From the Book of Common Worship  2001 e version

Special Presentations

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 55:1-9

1Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 3Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 4Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people. 5Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.
6Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
KJV

1    “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters;
    and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
    Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
2    Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labour on what does not satisfy?
    Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.
3    Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.
    I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.
4    See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples.
5    Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations that do not know you will hasten to you,
    because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
    for he has endowed you with splendour.”
6    Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.
7    Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.
    Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
8    “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.
9    “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
NIV

       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 10:1-14

1Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 4And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.
6Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 7Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 8Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 9Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 10Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 11Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 12Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 13There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 14Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.
KJV

1For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3They all ate the same spiritual food 4and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert.
6Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 7Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry.” 8We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 9We should not test the Lord, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel.
11These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 12So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 14Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 687 Thou whose almighty Word
                BoP 291 

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke  13:1-9

1There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? 3I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
6He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. 7Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 8And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: 9And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.
KJV

1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’
8“‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”
NIV

Sermon: 
Limited time offer

What is the best deal you ever encountered?

Did you get some incredible price on a car once? Did your grocery bill make you look over the receipt to make sure you did not get stopped at the door for shop lifting. 


A short while ago there was a trend among furniture stores IKEA then Leon’s, then everybody else it seemed. The client was leaving the store with a chair, or an appliance, or some thing, and after they left the curb, they started running shouting ”Start the car! Start the car!”, depicting some sort of shop-lifting, robbery scenario because they were getting SUCH a good deal, so good it seemed like you were robbing the place.


The prophet Isaiah, in speaking to the Jews and Israelites in exile was offering them that kind of a deal. 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters;
 and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
 Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.”

Isaiah was a prophet, not a grocer it seems. Water, milk, wine, these are all things that in the ancient world, were absolute staples, necessities to stay alive, and there for they were of great value, wells were guarded and a person could be killed from stealing from another family’s well, wine cellars and milk producing livestock were something household only trusted to themselves, and it is only in the last fifty to a hundred years that this has really, globally changed. 

You do not each have your own cow or goat for milk, nor do you maintain vineyards and orchards for your juice, wine and cider. And your well, that little tube-pipe sticking up behind your house, or the public spring open just over the ridge, if a stranger came looking to fill up a couple gallon jugs in order to give his family a drink, or to cook or clean with, would we guard them to make sure they did not steal it all away.

We have plenty. Maybe its not all the plenty we want, but on a world standard we have a lovely amount of plenty. Our society is able to look after its impoverished citizens; though it often needs the encouragement of Christian kindness and good-will to really keep our government and social agencies on task. 

Isaiah describes a time of plenty that is exactly the kind of life and society that we have. And in describing the time of plenty he excited the reader about the potential of everyone have enough, so that we don’t sell and barter with each other for what we need, but so we look for opportunities to give and share.

The people of Israel, to whom Isaiah spoke, had been shown the religions of the world, and the world had tried to white-wash their faith with all sorts of false teaching, and they remained faithful, and they were strong in their faith. They were strong enough to return from captivity, and to rebuild what evil and sin had torn down. 

Isaiah is using the plenty of food, and wine and milk and water to describe the unlimited richness of faith that the people of God were filled with. 

That is why we make sure our children learn and know their bible, not just one or two stories, but the whole meaning, the good news. Scripture and the fellowship of faith is our feast where everyone who is thirsty can come and find something to drink.

But buried in this passage is something else, and it is a warning. When scripture warns us we need to be paying attention. It is written: “Seek while he may be found, call on him while he is near.”

Didn’t Jesus say, ‘Seek first the kingdom of God, and God’s righteousness; and all these things will be added to you.’ Jesus offers the same words as Isaiah. And seeking God is what has brought you here. And seeking God is what makes you open up your Today devotional, or your Daily Bread, or the reading for the bible study, or mission study. That stirring of faith is a gift, a gift that you have learned how to answer. 

But there are those who have forgotten that gift, and how to open the gift of faith in their lives. We need to keep our eyes, our hearts aware and ready for them. The answers they need, can come from your experience; and the lessons and experience you gain here in worship; and from this fellowship as we live out this faith throughout the week. And that’s bearing fruit; the fruit of the Holy Spirit; in kindness, gentleness, in self control, 

The bible is filled with people who, in feeling that call of faith found their own powerful purpose. These are people just like you and me. They listened to God is the right time, and God used them and did great and wonderful things with them.

This is a legacy we can share, but it is a limited time offer, because while God is eternal, our lives are limited. 

Which one of us is guaranteed tomorrow? Tomorrow is a fickle friend, and the only guarantee that’s in tomorrow is that God waits for us there. Are we looking forward to that time with God? Are the people around us, friends and family, neighbours and even that stranger you barely talk to, are they aware how limited that opportunity is, to serve God in this life, and to live the life that God called us to live. 

God has given us a wonderful life, with wonderful friends and families to love. But friends and family are not just there for the fun of it, but to show God how much we love Him, by sharing God’s love, and God’s message and the faith God has given us, with them; that they may bear fruit also.  

This life has a limited time offer, but in faith we rejoice in a new day that is coming when all who have lived in Christ’s love will be all gathered, and made new and whole and fulfilled in grace.

What a wonderful day that will be.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 65 The ninety & nine

Benediction 

Dismissal: [Westridge; BoP 411 ] I am tempted, like Lord Jesus (23)

We face a world of temptation, a world of trouble surrounds the faithful of God. But we live in the care and compassion of God’s hand and in His promises fulfilled in us, we are upheld on angel’s wings, lest we even dash our feet upon the stones in our path. We pray you will join with us upon this journey, or even if you walk with us in faith and fellowship today, that you may know the reality of God’s love living in and among us. God Bless you.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Announcements: 

Rev. Sutherland will be in Port Elgin next Sunday seeing to their annual meeting their winter celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
World Day of Prayer service tonight at St. Paul’s, Brown’s Yard 7:30pm

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings now the work of living out the vision begins. Keep our Sessions, our Boards of Managers, our Bible School leaders and our fellow servants in prayer as we serve together in Christ.

Joint Session Meeting – Wed. March 13th at 7pm at Fillmore Trucking, Clairville 

Booklet – Anthems and Dismissals This is our collection for this year of common calls to worship and dismissals to service. Please leave this copy in the pew today, one can be printed for you for devotion and worship at home. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25 . Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event.

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 
Maundy Thursday – A spiritual supper, and a meal of faith and fellowship, hosted at St. Mark’s Hall 6pm on Thursday, March 28th. Volunteers needed to cook some dishes.   

BLMS –Thursday March 14th 7-9pm a special evening of music at Bonar Law in the theatre with local performers: Valerie Thompson, Wayne Hebert,  Matt Arsenault, and Michelle Warren Christ Daigle, The Teriault Family and Josee Vautour, & possibly Dave Harnett. Admission Door price & dessert/coffee all with donation/ ’give what you can’. Proceeds to the School. Chime in on the celebration of Patrick Days & Please support your local high school  

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Mission Moment 
[image: image1.jpg]Consumer Church

Church is seen as a dispenser of
religious goods and services. People
come to church to be “fed”, to have

their needs met through quality

programs, and to have the
professionals teach their children
about God.

Missional Church

A body of people sent on mission who
gather in community for worship,
community encouragement and
teaching from the Word in addition to
what they are self-feeding
themselves throughout the week.





