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August 11th 2013 - Pentecost
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  1 A new commandment

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 441 Can a little child like me

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 33 [Pew Bible] 

1    Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him.
2    Praise the LORD with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre.
3    Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.
4    For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does.
5    The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love.
6    By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
7    He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses.
8    Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world revere him.
9    For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.
10    The LORD foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.
11    But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.
12    Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his inheritance.
13    From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind;
14    from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth—
15    he who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they do.
16    No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength.
17    A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great strength it cannot save.
18    But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love,
19    to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine.
20    We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.
21    In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.
22    May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as we put our hope in you.
Children’s story – He couldn’t sing
Children’s Hymn: BoP 459 Standing by a purpose true

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 1:10-20

10    Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom;
    listen to the law of our God,  you people of Gomorrah!
11    “The multitude of your sacrifices—what are they to me?” says the LORD.
    “I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals;
    I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.
12    When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts?
13    Stop bringing meaningless offerings!
    Your incense is detestable to me.

 New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations — I cannot bear your evil assemblies.
14    Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts my soul hates.
    They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.
15    When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you;
    even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen.
    Your hands are full of blood;
16    wash and make yourselves clean.
    Take your evil deeds out of my sight!
    Stop doing wrong,17    learn to do right!
    Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. 

    Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.
18    “Come now, let us reason together,”
    says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
    though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.
19    If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land;
20    but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.”
    For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

 Hymn of Illumination    BoP 425 How firm a foundation

 Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 12:32-40

32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
35“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. 39But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
Sermon: The Old is Made New
It was early in my ministry, when I was serving as a student in a summer pastoral supply position, that I met this particular funeral director. This guy was a perfectionist. He ran his funeral by a stopwatch. It was not like he wanted the funerals themselves a certain length, but particular things happened at particular times during the funeral. He used a lot of recorded music rather than a paid accompanist because he knew ‘when to move’ in the recording, how many steps it was to be in certain place in each church in town., and it was an even tighter ship in his own funeral parlour. 

It sure worked for limousine drivers, and the caterers loved it too. Anyone who was planning anything along side or a according to the funeral loved that he had things so perfectly timed. 

I asked him one day which funeral hymn was his favourite, and he answered ‘Amazing Grace’. I really like that particular hymn, and curious I asked him why it was his favourite, and he said “Because when I play the version I have it is like a march and I can pace out exactly where I need to be at each place in the song.”


That was the reason he liked the hymn; not because it spoke of his faith, and not because it made him feel more connected with God. He would sing the hymns because they kept him in step with everyone else, and he sang every well [he’d even sung the solo when the scheduled soloist did not show up]. He could sing the tunes and he new the words; and this was a man who never missed church unless it was for work. But, as I grew to know him, I discovered that this man only really went through the motions; though he was very good at his job, he was very poor at his faith.


The psalm we shared today talks about ‘singing joyfully to the Lord’, ‘playing on different musical instruments’, and singing ‘a new song’. Now it  has been my experience that Sundays when I introduce a new hymn into worship, expecting us all to sing that hymn is the Sunday when I get – not singing joyfully – the most grumbling about the hymn choices; even if it is just a hymn we do not usually sing. 


However, it can also be said, that often when we sing the grand old hymns we like to sing them the way or grandparents sang it, or like our favourite gospel singer – or group sang it, or the way that we always sing it. Are we honouring this call to praise in the way we sing? Or like with the children’s story, do we even struggle to sing? 


Praise means we humble ourselves, we do not boast about our praise. Too often our praise is more about how we feel than about others, and about God. We say, I want to sing this hymn, or listen to this gospel song because it makes me feel good, it takes me back home, it reminds me of better times. Praise is not about us, its about someone besides us, and most importantly it is about God; and if your favourite hymn does not make you feel humble before God and really bringing who you are before God your Maker, Redeemer, Saviour and Lord; because that hymn is not praise – its self worship.


What is really ironic about this particular psalm is that it is one of those grand old hymns that even from Jewish times is sung – all or in part – at all sorts of things. It is recited during morning weekly worship, at the celebration of Yom Tov [Jacob’s Ladder], during the circling of the synagogue at Hoshana Rabbah, during the prayers of Tashikh, and in at least another dozen feasts fasts and holidays. The 33rd psalm is one of the ol’ gospel tunes of the bible. It was/is song at everything, at all sorts of special events and is even enjoyed by African religions, Islam, Hinduism, and people no belonging to any religion at all. 


But is not about how nice the psalm sounds, and it is not about how popular and liked the psalm is. In the opening chapter of the book of the prophet Isaiah we hear a complaint and critique from God, so that by verse 13 it reads:

    “Stop bringing meaningless offerings!
    Your incense is detestable to me.
    New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations — I cannot bear your evil assemblies.”
God’s people regularly fall into the trap where the worship of God becomes more about us than it is about God. 


And it does not make sense that we do this, because the real worship of God is just too good to miss and mess up with everything else we try and in its place.


When is a songs new? When do we sing a new hymn? It is not when I put something up on overhead or in a hand-out and we try and sing it for the first time. That hymn has already been sung by others, maybe hundreds, maybe thousands of people and recorded by a gospel group. Oh, it may be new to us, but it is not a new hymn. 


When we sing the testimony of our faith should come pouring out, not just in the words or the tune, but in our tone and emphasis. You are saved from your sins, you are raised from destruction, you are being set before the throne of God – not as one condemned, but as a child called by their loving parent to be embraced in loving arms – today and forever. You are brothers and sisters in Christ, called together from whatever your family experience has been, to become a stronger, more helpful, hopeful and joyful family. You are loved: loved more than you can possibly imagined, loved beyond the limits of your understanding, loved though you have given so many reasons why you should not be loved. You are God’s special creation, your are God’s beloved children.


That is what the psalmist is singing about. That is what Isaiah was trying to remind God’s people. That is what Jesus spoke about when he said: “your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom” and also “33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”


When we sing praise we are meant to read the words on the page of our hymn books and sing them as if they were the words our experience of faith composed. When is a song a new song, when it comes from the heart, when you sing it from the bottom of your soul, from the very core of your being where your faith is stored and hidden, where your joy is ready to burst forth. Singing a new song to the Lord means that if you have a feeling about what is being said in the hymn we are singing or the words are reading you let them come up bubble, perk in the corners of your grin or shine from the light in your eyes.


Because these hymns we sing and these words we read are not meant to be someone else’s words of faith and praise, but they are meant to be yours. We make these hymns our own new song when we offer to God these hymns not as us singing the songs we like but as asking God to receive these words song from our hearts as a gift. Then, these hymns are something new; they are a new song. They are new because our place in faith changes day to day, hour to hour, as we grow in love for God and walk in light of the Lord.


It is not about our ability to hit pitch, or sing a tune that these hymns are truly sung. We rejoice and delight in the singing of little children, but children normally have very little ability to hit a pitch or carry a tune for any amount of time. There are very few good professional children singers; however, whether it is the Christmas concert, or end of year program, or the Vacation Bible School, those children can sing out in such a way that everyone in the room is smiling. 


We are meant to sing like that, not loud but full of spirit. And that is the call of the psalmist. To sing out our faith with every breath and let the whole world know, whether we can sing opera or never hit a right note, that we love to praise God.

Let us praise God now, even as we pray . . .

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Memorial Services –St. Mark’s August 18th; St. James’ August 25th 

Corn Boil! A time of fellowship; hosted at the Beersville Community Hall September 

Birth Announcements: Bob & Audrey and pleased to announce the birth of their great-grandchild Whalen, born to Brian and Jody on Wednesday, July 7th 
Markets: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Starts Next Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October. Tables/booths available 

Kouchibouguac Market – Saturdays June 29-Aug. 31s, 8-12 full breakfast and sale tables available; call Lucy MacDonald 524-7679 

Bible School – Will start up again in the autumn. God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   BoP 277 Holy, holy, holy

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit, on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: The Brian, Jody & Whalen, for Raymond, Brandon,  Alan, Jeanne, Savannah, Percy, Brent, Grace, Olga, Bill 
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Mission Moment Rebuilding lives Winnipeg Inner City Missions is helping bring hope to the troubled inner city of Winnipeg. A young man is working full time at a job he enjoys. Twelve years ago there was not much hope that he would be able to break through generations of poverty and gang involvement. A woman in her early fifties is working full time with WICM’s after-school programs, providing healthy alternatives to street life. Five years ago she was a prostitute, addicted to crack cocaine. A grandmother who was not there for her own children is raising her grandchildren so that they are not lost to the child welfare system. Children and youth in WICM’s after-school programs are at grade level or ahead of their peers in school. Church members are recovering their identity and their sense of worth as First Nations followers of Christ. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are helping to rebuild lives, one person at a time.

