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August 4th 2013 - Pentecost
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  3 As the deer pants

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 461 Be Thou my vision


                                  BoP 458
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 107:1-15,43 [Pew Bible] 

1    O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.
2    Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;
3    And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from the south.
4    They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found no city to dwell in.
5    Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them.
6    Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses.
7    And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation.
8    Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!
9    For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.
10    Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron;
11    Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High:
12    Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and there was none to help.
13    Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses.
14    He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder.
15    Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!
43    Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the LORD.
KJV

P______

1    Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.
2    Let the redeemed of the LORD say this—
    those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,
3    those he gathered from the lands,
    from east and west, from north and south.
4    Some wandered in desert wastelands,
    finding no way to a city where they could settle.
5    They were hungry and thirsty,
    and their lives ebbed away.
6    Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble,
    and he delivered them from their distress.
7    He led them by a straight way
    to a city where they could settle.
8    Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love
    and his wonderful deeds for men,
9    for he satisfies the thirsty
    and fills the hungry with good things.
10    Some sat in darkness and the deepest gloom,
    prisoners suffering in iron chains,
11    for they had rebelled against the words of God
    and despised the counsel of the Most High.
12    So he subjected them to bitter labor;
    they stumbled, and there was no one to help.
13    Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
    and he saved them from their distress.
14    He brought them out of darkness and the deepest gloom
    and broke away their chains.
15    Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love
    and his wonderful deeds for men,
43    Whoever is wise, let him heed these things
    and consider the great love of the LORD.
NIV

Children’s story – The ‘how to get stuff’ prayer
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 698 Saviour, teach me, day by day


                                     BoP 479
Scripture Readings:

            OT – Ecclesiastes 2:17-26

17Therefore I hated life; because the work that is wrought under the sun is grievous unto me: for all is vanity and vexation of spirit. 18Yea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto the man that shall be after me. 19And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein I have laboured, and wherein I have showed myself wise under the sun. This is also vanity. 20Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labour which I took under the sun. 21For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he leave it for his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun? 23For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This is also vanity. 24There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God. 25For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I? 26For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.
KJV

P_______

17So I hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of it is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 18I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who comes after me. 19And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the work into which I have poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. 20So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. 21For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. 22What does a man get for all the toil and anxious striving with which he labors under the sun? 23All his days his work is pain and grief; even at night his mind does not rest. This too is meaningless.
24A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 25for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment? 26To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
NIV


       Epistle – Colossians 3:1-14

1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
5Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 6For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.
8But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.
12Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 14And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
KJV

P_____

1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.
12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination    NBoP 330 O God our help in ages past


                                                BoP 87
 Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 12:13-26

13And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 14And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? 15And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 16And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 17And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 21So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
22And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. 23The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment. 24Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? 25And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one cubit? 26If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye thought for the rest?
KJV

P________

13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
14Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
16And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
18“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’
20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
21“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”
22Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?
NIV

Sermon: Please & Thank You
Today we shared a psalm about thanks. It starts with the words “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;”

There it is again – that must be three weeks in a row, without trying – that lesson from the simple children’s grace “God is good. God is great. Thank you for this food {or whatever}. . .[and it doesn’t have to be food, food just rhymes with good]” The lessons of our childhood and our youth really powerfully inform our understanding of God all through life.
All of today’s readings look at how we value what we have, but it is the words of the psalm that really takes us into the understanding of how to respond for what we have. 

We are a consumer culture and that means our culture, our political culture, our economic culture, our social culture and the way we understand our history, ourselves, and our neighbours is all related in some to using things, having, getting, wanting, and in all ways consuming the resources around us. Even with a growing awareness of the environmental cost of such a culture, we have simply become more focused upon controlling the consumption. 

The only response that our culture gives to this consumption is, more consumption. It is as insidious as this, once you have the all things you want, renew them, replace them, enlarge them improve them. 

The psalm today is a response to good times. Things are going well. Some of the psalms are written against a backdrop of danger and fear, echoing the needs that arise in the face of famine, siege, illness and other times of trial. An interesting thing about faith, is that faith is tried when things are going poorly; and people seemed tuned to this sort of faith struggle, finding the strength to pray during a hard time. Still, I am not venturing a guess, that people pray more when things are rough than when everything is going better than expected. What if the real trial was not to turn to God when we were in need, but to have the kind of awareness in our faith to say to God in our joys and successes, and say ‘thank you.’

The psalmist is really telling the story of the good times. This was supposed to be a rainy holiday weekend, and with all the family celebrations, and the community events, and the simply fun times that were going to be happening, I was not too happy with the weather forecast the middle of last week. Rain, with some sun, and then some drizzle and rain. 

When I was confronted with the prospect of being stuck in a cabin with most of my in-laws on a dreary rainy day, I will confess, my knees hit the floor and I pleaded with my Lord and God. In the psalmist words: “I cried unto the Lord in my trouble and God saved me from my distress.”

And I will tell you now that I am praising God for the fine weather – sure there has been some rain – but that has just been there to cool us down and make the sunny times seem all the brighter. I am thankful; full of thanks to God who made it His pleasure to make me happy, and not me alone because I think there are a lot of people sharing in the happiness this weekend.   

The psalmist does not hide that there are troubled times. People lose their jobs, we get sick, we have accidents, there are tragedies, bad things happen to good people, bad people, to people. Some people benefit from the suffering of others, some people go out of their way and call it success if they can move, manipulate and displace others and their plans. There are wars, diseases that cannot be cured, there is cruelty and its right on our doorstep. There are hundreds, even thousands, a multitude of reasons to cry out in our distress, but when we call out to God to ‘Please, help us!’ are we asking God to help us to make us happy, or to make God happy? Do we say thank-you for answered prayer, because we are thankful to God or thankful for the situation we are now in?   

It can be a real challenge to give the lessons of manners. Parents today want their children to be polite ladies and gentlemen, but parents are also taught to try and anticipate the needs of their children, and to be ready to give as soon as the need arises. But this anticipation can carry over from needs to wants, and we can find ourselves, not just as parents but as a grandparents and caregivers, as whole communities, working to exhaustion to anticipate the wants and desires before they are ever even asked for.

Is this the way we imagine God; running from prayer to prayer with a ready basket of blessings just waiting to pour down in anticipation of our prayer? I hope that your life of faith is telling you something more substantial about your devotional life and conversation with God. Prayer is not a magic spell, a twiddling of the nose, where in the blink of an eye the things we want appear before us. 

So while we hear the words “Please!” coming from the mouth of our children and ourselves, it often means “now?”, “Now?!” “NOW!!” 

This is our society, and this is now our culture.

The word ‘please’ in polite conversation used to be the shortened way of saying ‘if you please’, or ‘if it would please you’. Now – the way it is used – what it means is much more like ‘if you would please me’. Because, when it comes to pleasing people we have grown much more concerned about be pleased ourselves then about allowing for the pleasure of others. 

Remember the Warner Brothers’ cartoon with the two mice that are ever so proper and polite to each other, with their please and their thank you, ever the while frustrating the poor cat that is trying to make a meal of them. That is the way I view our relationship with God, we are meant to please and thank you, seeking out each other’s happiness and enjoying each other’s thanks all the while the devil does his dance around us frustrated at our unbreakable circle of happiness that is more like friendship and kinship than being Lorded over by some tyrant king. 

Is our intention, when we make our orders in restaurants or borrow something from our neighbour, make the happiness and pleasure the first part of our request: “If it would please you could I have the chef salad” vs. “Please me! Give me what I want!”

So if that is the tone we have with each other, petulant and egotistical, what are we expressing in our prayers. “O God, that it might bring you even greater joy, heal this body of its illness!” or “God make me happy and make me well.” Are we even concerned with God’s happiness anymore? 

“God is a big god, God is the biggest God, the only God. God can look after God’s own happiness.” And so we are not about the business of pleasing God, but instead are focused and centered on how much God can do for us. People make their faith about whether God answers prayer on our terms. Are we becoming so arrogant as to say to our Lord God, “My way, or the highway.”?

I do not recommend tell your God, Saviour and Lord to ‘take a hike’.

Why are we silent before God in the midst of our joy? Do we have to fall back into troubling times before we seek God again? 

 “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; His love endures forever.”

Give thanks to God for the good times and the bad times, give thanks to God for being God, and for being good. 

It is sometimes hard to say whether a person is good or bad. I know good people who are infamous for doing the wrong thing. I know some bad people, who because they put on a nice face and a good show. But God is good, and above all the other measures of my value and wealth and strength I put my relationship with God as being the most important. 


We are meant to rejoice that God is God.


In the movie ‘Bruce Almighty’ the main character is given God’s power, and makes a mess of not only his own life but the entire world. I thank God that I am not God, because as good as I try and be I would make mess of it, we would all make a mess of things, but there are people out there trying to set themselves up as gods. But I know God, and God is different, because they are all about their own happiness, and one of the best ways that I know God is so good is because God is happy when we are happy, just as God is sad when we are sad. God did not plop us into existence to make himself happy. God created us, and now we exchange happiness. 


But what God has given we can never return in kind, God gives life and to ensure the happiness of our life is forever and with him God gives us His Son. We praise God, for God is good and God’s steadfast love endures forever.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Cal MacInnis - 

Zion, West Branch wishes to thank the performers who made the Hymn Sing and Social evening such a joy and a success last Sunday. 

Memorial Services –St. Mark’s August 18th; St. James’ August 25th 

Markets: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Starts Next Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October. Tables/booths available, vegetables now in season.

Kouchibouguac Market – Saturdays June 29-Aug. 31s, 8-12 full breakfast and sale tables available; call Lucy MacDonald 524-7679 

Bible School – Will start up again in the autumn.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   NBoP 651 Guide me O thou great Redeemer




  BoP 504 Guide me O thou great Jehovah
 Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit, on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Announcements: 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Brandon, Verony, Alan, Jeanne, Robert & Angele, Savannah, Percy, Ron, Brent, Grace, Orga, Bill 
Mission Moment Helping Maya Mam strengthen cultural identity August 9 is International Day for the World’s Indigenous People. In Guatemala, the indigenous Maya-Mam people have a rich culture but experience poverty and oppression. PWS&D is working with local partner Maya-Mam Association for Research and Development to improve the livelihoods of Maya Mam people, while also strengthening their cultural identity. With training in agro-ecological production, farmers are using traditional knowledge and locally available resources to grow more food, diversify their diets, and protect the environment. In addition, men and women are being taught how to exercise their collective rights in order to protect their land from mining operations. “I am very grateful,” says Teresa Diaz. “I hope that AMMID continues this work so we can improve our living conditions for our sons and daughters.”
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