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July 21st  2013 - Pentecost
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  3 As the deer pants

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 441 Can a little child like me


                                  BoP 566
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 52 [Pew Bible] 

1    Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually.
2    Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.
3    Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness.
Selah
4    Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue.
5    God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living.
Selah
6    The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him:
7    Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness.
8    But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.
9    I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; for it is good before thy saints.
KJV

P____

1    Why do you boast of evil, you mighty man?    Why do you boast all day long,    you who are a disgrace in the eyes of God?
2    Your tongue plots destruction;    it is like a sharpened razor, you who practice deceit.
3    You love evil rather than good, falsehood rather than speaking the truth.
Selah
4    You love every harmful word, O you deceitful tongue!
5    Surely God will bring you down to everlasting ruin: He will snatch you up and tear you from your tent;
    he will uproot you from the land of the living.
Selah
6    The righteous will see and fear; they will laugh at him, saying,
7    “Here now is the man who did not make God his stronghold but trusted in his great wealth
    and grew strong by destroying others!”
8    But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; I trust in God’s unfailing love
    for ever and ever.
9    I will praise you forever for what you have done; in your name I will hope, for your name is good.
    I will praise you in the presence of your saints.
NIV
Children’s story – Most important thing to do today

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 377 Come, children join to sing


                                     BoP 251
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Amos 8:1-12

1Thus hath the Lord GOD showed unto me: and behold a basket of summer fruit. 2And he said, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then said the LORD unto me, The end is come upon my people of Israel; I will not again pass by them any more. 3And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith the Lord GOD: there shall be many dead bodies in every place; they shall cast them forth with silence.
4Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, 5Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit? 6That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? 7The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works. 8Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt. 9And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day: 10And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.
11Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 12And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.
KJV

P____

1This is what the Sovereign LORD showed me: a basket of ripe fruit. 2“What do you see, Amos?” he asked.
“A basket of ripe fruit,” I answered.
Then the LORD said to me, “The time is ripe for my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.
3“In that day,” declares the Sovereign LORD, “the songs in the temple will turn to wailing.£ Many, many bodies—flung everywhere! Silence!”
4    Hear this, you who trample the needy
    and do away with the poor of the land,
5saying,
    “When will the New Moon be over
    that we may sell grain,
    and the Sabbath be ended
    that we may market wheat?”—
    skimping the measure,
    boosting the price
    and cheating with dishonest scales,
6    buying the poor with silver
    and the needy for a pair of sandals,
    selling even the sweepings with the wheat.
7The LORD has sworn by the Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget anything they have done.
8    “Will not the land tremble for this,
    and all who live in it mourn?
    The whole land will rise like the Nile;
    it will be stirred up and then sink
    like the river of Egypt.
9“In that day,” declares the Sovereign LORD,
    “I will make the sun go down at noon
    and darken the earth in broad daylight.
10    I will turn your religious feasts into mourning
    and all your singing into weeping.
    I will make all of you wear sackcloth
    and shave your heads.
    I will make that time like mourning for an only son
    and the end of it like a bitter day.
11    “The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign LORD,
    “when I will send a famine through the land—
    not a famine of food or a thirst for water,
    but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD.
12    Men will stagger from sea to sea
    and wander from north to east,
    searching for the word of the LORD,
    but they will not find it.
NIV


       Epistle – Colossians 1:15-24 

15Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 19For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 20And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 21And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 22In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 23If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; 24Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church: KJV

P____

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
21Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of£ your evil behavior. 22But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—23if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.
24Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.
NIV 

Hymn of Illumination    NBoP 517 See Israel’s gentle Shepherd stand


                                                BoP 366
 Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 10:38-42

38Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. 39And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word. 40But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. 41And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 42But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.
KJV

P____

38As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”
41“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42but only one thing is needed.£ Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
NIV

Sermon: An Olive Tree
John Reimer tells the story:

On Nov. 18, 1995, Itzhak Perlman, the violinist, came on stage to give a concert at Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center in New York City. 

 He was stricken with polio as a child, and so he has braces on both legs and walks with the aid of two crutches. To see him walk across the stage one step at a time, painfully and slowly, is an awesome sight. If you have ever been to a Perlman concert, you know that getting on stage is no small achievement for him.

He walks painfully, yet majestically, until he reaches his chair. Then he sits down, slowly, puts his crutches on the floor, undoes the clasps on his legs, tucks one foot back and extends the other foot forward. Then he bends down and picks up the violin, puts it under his chin, nods to the conductor and proceeds to play. 

By now, the audience is used to this ritual. They sit quietly while he makes his way across the stage to his chair. They remain reverently silent while he undoes the clasps on his legs. They wait until he is ready to play. 

But this time, something went wrong. Just as he finished the first few bars, one of the strings on his violin broke. You could hear it snap - it went off like gunfire across the room. There was no mistaking what that sound meant. There was no mistaking what he had to do.

We figured that he would have to get up, put on the clasps again, pick up the crutches and limp his way off stage - to either find another violin or else find another string for this one. But he didn't. Instead, he waited a moment, closed his eyes and then signaled the conductor to begin again.

The orchestra began, and he played from where he had left off. And he played with such passion and such power and such purity as they had never heard before. 

Of course, anyone knows that it is impossible to play a symphonic work with just three strings. I know that, and you know that, but that night Itzhak Perlman refused to know that. 

You could see him modulating, changing, re-composing the piece in his head. At one point, it sounded like he was de-tuning the strings to get new sounds from them that they had never made before. 

When he finished, there was an awesome silence in the room. And then people rose and cheered. There was an extraordinary outburst of applause from every corner of the auditorium. We were all on our feet, screaming and cheering, doing everything we could to show how much we appreciated what he had done. 

He smiled, wiped the sweat from this brow, raised his bow to quiet us, and then he said - not boastfully, but in a quiet, pensive, reverent tone...

"You know, sometimes it is the artist's task to find out how much music you can still make with what you have left." 

Many of us are deep into our gardening season, and we are discovering just how much we know about the plants we have grown from seeds or seedlings. 

What is sometimes astonishing is that even with lots of watering, and good soil, and fertilizer, some plants just don’t respond like they should. [ie. I moved my beans six feet and they are producing twice as well as last year, but my peas are stunted even though they are right beside the compost heap]. There is more to gardening than our own best assumptions and study and planning. 

Given the warm humid temperatures, and the loamy rich dark soil of tropical jungles, and allowed to grow in any direction it pleases, an olive tree would likely die within a season or two, bearing no fruit, finally rotting back into the perfect soil it came from.

But if a living limb of that dying tree were to be plucked off, and buried over half of its length in dry limestone gravel and left in arid conditions, watered sparingly and pruned back severely, it would likely grow to a tree that might live for literally thousands of years, producing a strong crop and delicious fruit. 

The psalmist knew what he was saying: “But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God.” 

Olives can sprout in just about any conditions, but they flourish only when they are pruned regularly and watered sparingly. 

When Noah sent the Dove out of the ark to see if the land was dry, and it came back with the shoot of an olive branch, this was a real indicator of receding waters and warm enough conditions  to ensure that there would be food for the many types of animals aboard the ark. But this dove with its olive branch means to us today is much more than there is food and safety, when we put a promise of food and safety together we are sharing in the promise of peace. 


The psalm we read together has an underlying historical context as well, and will help us understand the message of the faithful of how to be peaceful in the face of war. This psalm is generally understood to originate with David, or at least to be written to tell the story of David. When David was hated and pursued by King Saul, the king’s man Doeg, informed the king of some support given to David by a group of priests [spoken of in 1 Samuel 22]. This same Doeg did as he was ordered in killing the priests, the families of the priests and anyone else who, helped David.


Doeg is regarded as a villains, and is further villainized in this psalm, but the example of Doeg is important. This is a lesson that shows that sometimes to follow unrighteous leadership, and to be ambitious of the kind of rewards the leadership offers for loyalty makes us a greater villain that the unrighteous leader. 


Doeg had a choice, he observed the priests giving David support, but instead of trying to find a way to make this an opportunity for peace between Saul and David he sought selfishly for his own reward. There are people whose greatest concern is what they can get out of a situation; they have no concern for others, not for the bystanders who may be hurt,  for them self-interest governs all their actions.


He is the example of what happens to those – again as David writes in his psalm “Put their trust in their wealth, growing strong by destroying others.”

Rather than shying away from difficult times, or keeping our opinions to ourselves, we need to face the villainy of the world and with the bravery of the psalmist, name that which is wrong about our society and those who would be our leaders. We need to use the voice given to use, especially in the conditions we find ourselves; we are a small church in the country without the ‘advantages’ of vast auditoriums, sound equipment, projectors, multiple staff, press agents, and the like. Maybe those aren’t really beneficial, perhaps they are just superficial.

I am wearing an undershirt made in Bangladesh. Even though it is a light material the day the news came in about the factory collapsing it feels often like a water soaked wool cloak. Over eleven hundred people died in the Rana plaza disaster, and other twenty-five hundred were injured. Will we profit by this tragedy and others like it? Will we make the suffering of others our means of growing in prosperity? 


I wear this shirt made in Bangladesh, I have others made in India, in China, in many poor countries. I assume you do as well. What do we do with this knowledge? We are already implicated in the world’s tragedies not to do anything. The real question is, given the world’s tragedies and our implications in them, are we going to stand as the villains in this or will the Christian Church - even from this place – put forth the olive branch and grow to meet the needs of a suffering world, a struggling society, and a faithless restless world?


Like the Olive tree, the church is at its best when it grows up in the face of harsh conditions. When the soil is too soft it does not root properly, when the air is too moist, it rots. Like the Olive, we need to become buried in the struggles around us, learning to trust in God and not our own wealth to grow strong and become fruitful. Think of how strong the church has been made because of the hard struggles of your forbearers, those who lived through the depression, and those who settled this region, or who lived as natives to this land.   


We can flourish: we can flourish with the message of truth we have been given. We put our trust in God’s unfailing love, we set ourselves at Jesus feet and listen to the masters words, and we are reconciled from evil pasts and deceitful ways; those we have done and those done to us. We are set free in the midst of our suffering and our struggles so that the suffering and struggles will never again have power over us. We “continue in our faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel” 

And we will praise God forever for what God has done; in God’s name we will hope, for God’s name is good. And we will praise God in the presence of all who share the peace and faith in God with us.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   NBoP 485 Saviour, like a shepherd lead us



  BoP 527
 Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit, on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Announcements: 

Zion, West Branch will be host a Hymn Sing and Social the evening of the last Sunday in July [the 28th] starting at 7pm; Guests and performers from near and far; We will end the evening with a blessing and some ice cream to cool us off and aid our conversations. 

Memorial Services –St. Mark’s August 18th; St. James’ August 25th 

Birth Announcements: The Fillmores; Trevor & Barb are pleased to announce the birth of their son Gage Fillmore Born July 19th 2013
The Sutherlands are pleased to announce the birth of John Keswick “Jack” born July 12th 2013
Markets: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Starts Next Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October. Tables/booths available, call Katherine @  

Kouchibouguac Market – Saturdays June 29-Aug. 31s, 8-12 full breakfast and sale tables available; call Lucy MacDonald 524-7679 

Bible School – Will start up again in the autumn.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: The Fillmore and Sutherland families, for Raymond, Brandon,  Alan, Jeanne, Robert & Angele, Savannah, Percy, Ron, Brent, Grace, Orga, Bill 
Mission Moment Reaching out to Roma people in Ukraine David and Anna Pándy Szekeres are serving the Reformed Church of Sub-Carpathian Ukraine. One of David’s many tasks is to supervise missionaries, many of whom work in Roma communities. Over the past two years, new buildings have been erected and existing ones renovated in seven of these communities. The buildings serve as prayer halls, kindergartens and after-school centres. In Nagybereg, a new multifunctional building provides space where missionary Ferenc Homoki oversees the kindergarten and afternoon-school programs and ministers to his congregation. His wife Dianna has launched a school program for adults who, inspired by their children, also wish to master the world of letters and numbers. With your support Presbyterians Sharing is helping our partner church in Ukraine to reach out to Roma people. 

