A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
www.pccweb.ca/brpc

July 28th 2013 – Pentecost 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome   

Call to Worship A&D  12 Be Glorified

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 814  Morning has broken 


                                  BoP 550
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 138 [pew Bibles] 

1    I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart;
    before the “gods” I will sing your praise.
2    I will bow down toward your holy temple
    and will praise your name
    for your love and your faithfulness,
    for you have exalted above all things
    your name and your word.
3    When I called, you answered me;
    you made me bold and stouthearted.
4    May all the kings of the earth praise you, O LORD,
    when they hear the words of your mouth.
5    May they sing of the ways of the LORD,
    for the glory of the LORD is great.
6    Though the LORD is on high, he looks upon the lowly,
    but the proud he knows from afar.
7    Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
    you preserve my life;
    you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes,
    with your right hand you save me.
8    The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me;
    your love, O LORD, endures forever—
    do not abandon the works of your hands.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 347 There were ninety and nine


                                  BoP 393
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Hosea 1:2-10 

2When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, “Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD.” 3So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.
4Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 5In that day I will break Israel’s bow in the Valley of Jezreel.”
6Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah, for I will no longer show love to the house of Israel, that I should at all forgive them. 7Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; and I will save them—not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the LORD their God.”
8After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. 9Then the LORD said, “Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not your God.
10“Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’ 11The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 378 Jesus love me, this I know 


                                              BoP 373
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 11:1-13

1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
2He said to them, “When you pray, say:
    “‘Father, hallowed be your name,
    your kingdom come. 

3    Give us each day our daily bread.
4    Forgive us our sins,
    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

    And lead us not into temptation.’”

5Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.’
7“Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man’s boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs.
9“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
11“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Sermon: Where High Meets Low

Sometimes we come here from the lowest of low points in our week, our year, our life. Sometimes we come into this place, into this time of worship filled with hundreds of reasons for praise, ready to reencounter God who we met in our private devotions, in a moment of prayer, in that high place of good times and great joy.

Sometimes though, and this trend seems to be growing, when the highs and lows happen we often isolate ourselves; feeling as though it is ours to overcome, or ours to enjoy. But are our sorrows or our joys every far from God?

That’s the moment of the psalmist today. Before we praise anything else in our lives, before we recognize there are troubles and sorrows and struggles, before we make those low point in our life our gods our faith needs to be strong enough to say “No, God, first you are in my life. No, God, you are first in my life and not all these other things.”

Because we have met the kind of people, or perhaps we have been the kind of people, that focus on the bad things in life. Do you have a friend who makes it a point to call you when they hear bad news, or do you know people who make their social life around funerals and tragedies. It almost seems that they love to cry. It is a socio-pathology, what many would describe as a mental illness, but just as readily looking at life this way can be a crippling spiritual illness. Our good ness cannot simply be something that can only be seen against all the negative, our happiness is more than simply being the not-sadness. 

Life has a meeting point, where sadness meets happiness, the positive meets the negative, to good meets the bad. Life is lived through the midst of the relationship, the polar barrier between good and evil, right and wrong. And it can be a confusing place where we don’t know right from wrong, and so we don’t exactly know what to do or always trust the decision we are making.

And we find ourselves in the midst of where life’s highs and life’s lows meet every day. 

The prophet Hosea found himself  in the midst of troubles. He not only found himself there, he was put there by God’s design. God said to Hosea, “Go and chose for yourself an adulterous wife, and take to yourself her children of unfaithfulness.”


The whole opening to the book of the prophet Hosea is about standing in the midst of the highs and lows of life. 

Be married, but be married to someone who has a history and a tendency to cheat.

Have children, but name those children for sorrowful event s and destruction; name them for the despair between God and human kind.

Hosea by his very life, not simply his words, was to show the people of God that there will be a way through desolation to joy that is better and more real than the short-sighted happiness of sinners and idolaters. God does not simply give us a life filled with happiness and joy and say, “Just be happy.”, because then we would only be worshiping the things we call good. 

When we first make our determined steps of faith, it can feel like all of life is finally coming into focus and everything has meaning. We celebrate that meaning until a real disaster, a true challenge to our faith comes, and we are left questioning all of our positives, and doubting all the things we thought were good. We raise our families with faith, we try to teach them the lessons of the bible, and then we realize that they are setting their own journey of faith aside, and treating all the faith we have held onto like stories. Our path of faith has led us through all the winding trials of life to what we thought would be a high point only to discover that the faith we tried to teach our children and grandchildren is gone; and they don’t believe, and the high point of our faith is now a low point in our faith. 


Do we see what happened? 


It is much the same as what happened to Israel when they lost faith. 


It is what Jesus was trying to teach his disciples to face, when he taught them to pray and when he told them the parables of faith about being bold and determined.


Sitting here in this church, well take a look around, does your attention drift to the empty pews. 


We can say, “I remember who used to sit there.” “I wonder where the children of those people are now.” ”I am sad because the pews are so empty.”

Tradition tells us that this psalm comes from David, about the time when he was thinking of building a temple for God. We know what happens to David’s plans. God tells David – through Nathan the prophet – that it will not be David, but David’s successor Solomon who builds a temple for God, to house the ark of the covenant, and to raise the nation to high stature and recognition. 

So is this how God answers prayer?

When Jesus taught his disciples to pray what we now call the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ was he setting them up for a fall?

NO, certainly not, in the same way that God put Adam and Eve in the midst of the garden and told them not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; Jesus gave his disciples a prayer to offer to God when they came to those meeting places between the high and low points in life. 

The psalm and the Lord’s Prayer both do this, They begin by going to the highest point and celebrating God, but there is a meeting place where life is confusion, and we may begin to doubt and fear, and so both the psalm and the prayer teach us that it is on the edge of doubt and the precipice of trouble that we need to ask God for help. 

The psalmist says, even thought you are high above all of my/our trouble, you God see us in our low moments.

We may get to thinking that God is only there in our highest moments, and in our lowest moments, but in that confusing place in our lives when good times and bad times, happy times and sad, God calls us to meet with Him, in the midst of life not only on the mountain top, not simply in the valley, by still waters or on the rough sea, before we get to the extreme God calls us to meet.

And that is the reality we are meant to have a church, that is what we offer the world when it comes knocking in the midst of its highs and lows, seeking answers and purpose to what is hard to understand.

Where high and low meet, where life is lived, day to day, Sunday to Sunday, God is there. God is in our midst.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP NBoP 378 Jesus love me, this I know 


                                              BoP 373
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Announcements: 

Hymn Sing & Social TONIGHT! @ Zion, West Branch : Sunday July the 28th at 7pm; Guests and performers from near and far; We will end the evening with a blessing and some ice cream to cool us off and aid our conversations. 

Memorial Services –St. Mark’s August 18th; St. James’ August 25th 

Markets: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Starts Next Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October. Tables/booths available.  

Kouchibouguac Market – Saturdays June 29-Aug. 31s, 8-12 full breakfast and sale tables available; call Lucy MacDonald 524-7679 

Birth Announcement: The Fillmores; Trevor & Barb are pleased to announce the birth of their son Gage Fillmore Born July 19th 2013
Wedding Announcement: Yesterday Robbie and Angele Symes were joined in matrimony. Our prayers to them & their family they that be continually blessed. 
Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond Fahey, The Arends, Robert & Angele, Savannah, Percy, Carmen, Brandon, Cathy, Orga, Kaye
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
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youb did it +o me.
— Matthew 35:40



Mission Moment:  Building sustainable livelihoods in Malawi In 2012, Presbyterian World Service & Development launched the “Building Sustainable Livelihoods” project in Malawi. In partnership with the Canadian International Development Agency, PWS&D is working to develop livelihood opportunities for 50,000 men, women, children and youth living in poverty. By teaching in demand vocational skills, supporting the formation of savings groups and working with people to help them get jobs, we can empower people to boost their earning potential and better support themselves and their families over the long-term. To learn more about the Building Sustainable Livelihoods program and how you can help, visit www.WeRespond.ca/cida-programs. Donations to this program are maximized through contributions from CIDA. 

