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June 30th 2013 – Pentecost – Canada Day Weekend

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome   

Call to Worship BoP 596  O Canada

This nation was born of many people who sought for new life, for freedom from persecution and from tyranny, it has been built by people who draw together in crises and in celebration. Today, in this service, we rejoice in the way this nation reflects the best in Christian values of fellowship and the sharing of peace and we recognize that we have much to continue to do, to share in our continued life in this nation, as we live as Canadians and we serve as Christians. 

Let us raise our voices together as we share our national Anthem, both verses that are printed in our bulletin, and also God save the Queen. Please stand with me.

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 465 God of grace and God of glory
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 16 [BoP 621] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 46 Standing on the promises

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 12:5-13

5Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank of the river and one on the opposite bank. 6One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?”
7The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed.”
8I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?”
9He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end. 10Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand.
11“From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.
13“As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.”
        Epistle – Galatians 5:1, 13-25

1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
13You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
16So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.
19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 447 O love that will not let me go

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 9:51-62

51As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56and they went to another village.
57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”
58Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
59He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family.”
62Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
Sermon: After a time


We often see our time like chiseled dates on a grave stone, maybe our own times on our own stones, but life is meant to be so much more than that, and that is what unlocks this vision given to Daniel. Because in Daniel’s vision he is shown that the people of God were going to have their freedom from exile, but not a freedom from suffering. Daniel was show that the people of God would have to endure against suffering and sorrow in their own homes in their own land, not because they were necessarily sinful, but because the world was sinful. There was and is evil, and so even good people would suffer and struggle.


And why?


Why?


“Why?” is the big question that causes a lot of trouble for a lot of good people seeking faith in Christ. “Why?” is that timeless question we can always come back to and get hung up on. And though we can answer ‘why’ for a lot of things: “Why did Jesus die on the cross?” “To pay the cost for our sins.” “Why did Jesus rise from the dead?” “To show us the path from death to everlasting life” but as we learned as children, and as the children still remind us, if you keep asking why you eventually get to the ultimate answer for ‘why?’; and that answer is “BECAUSE!”


What is the outcome of all of this? Well, when Daniel asks about how much time the people of God will undergo suffering he told about the specific suffering they were about to face; the one which is the context for the vision. That time would be about three and a half years. The people of God, in the midst of the conquests between Persia, Greece, Macedonia, and Egypt, as well as their own internal conflicts and disagreements, would suffer –and they did- especially over a three year and a half year period under Antiochus Epiphanes [who ruled from 175-164 BCE, but enforced a particularly cruel regime resulting in the Maccabean revolt recorded in the apocryphal books of the Maccabees].  


Even in the face of horrible suffering, and struggles that are impossible to comprehend, when we turn to God and ask, “Why is this happening?” & “Why must this go on and on?” we expect an answer, and sometimes all we get is ‘because’ & ‘I will tell you later’.


Wait! God is telling us to wait!?


We do not like to wait. God must know that we do not do well when we have to wait. Generation after generation has had to wait and waiting is hard.


We get restless when we are waiting. When we learn something is coming we want it to happen now, or we don’t want it to happen at all, but waiting – what is with all the waiting? 


We get the test results back from the doctor; we find out were going to have a baby. Get the nursery in order, get some new outfits, and then what, wait for nine months?! Why nine months? 


Bill Cosby once said, in one of his sketches, that we should hire Polaroid to come up with a method of instant babies: “You get pregnant and BOO! There’s your new baby! Oh, he’s a little out of focus. Dip him in the lacquer to keep him from fading and your all set!”  


Same is true with bad news. Bad news, and we see it all over our prayer list, and it is a hard thing to wait for the cancer to run its course, or for a life to end after a long struggle. Why wait?


Well, I tell you why we wait. Because!


We wait because God loves us.


We wait because we cannot handle all of the blessings that God has for us, whether in good times or bad times.


We wait because God always fulfills his promises, even though we do not.


We wait and we trust in God because God has always proven himself trustworthy.


We wait . . .

How long?

“How long?” asks one angel to the other on the other side of the river.

“How long?” asked God’s people looking for a road back from exile.

“How long?” asked the disciples who followed Jesus as their teacher, Saviour, and Lord.

“How long?” asked John when he received his vision that we call the book of Revelation.


Time, so many things in our lives are dependant on time. We celebrate, and even look forward to heaven, where there will no longer be any real sense of time, but can we really fathom; can we even slightly understand what it means to live forever, in perpetual day, in everlasting joy, in restfulness, but also in ecstatic joy. Heaven, despite being so hopeful for it, heaven can seem all the more impossible simply because of what happens in relation to endless time. 


Do you have enough time?


Do you have enough time to get yourself ready for going to heaven? Of course not.


Do you have enough time to get all your affairs in order? God only knows? And the likely answer is, no.


We have been taught and trained that it is a good thing to get affairs such as funeral arrangements, our will and estate planning, so that we are ready when the day comes and we die, but do we put the same energy is really put into getting us ready to live forever? Are we getting excited about the day of the Lord?


The ancient church was excited about Jesus return. They told the gospel stories and shared Christian teachings. They encouraged their families to set aside heathen practices or mindless ritual and take up their crosses and follow Jesus.


It seemed that no matter where churches were planted they grew and prospered, and even when they were persecuted they flourished, and conversions to this ‘new’ faith were everywhere. 


But there were struggles, and the main adversary seemed to be time. 


You can imagine, maybe you have experienced, someone hearing about your faith, and your journey, and they seem excited to share faith, perhaps come to church or attend a bible study or an event, except – just at the last moment before they commit themselves, they say they have another commitment, or they just can’t this week.


Wasted time. That would be the knee-jerk reaction wouldn’t it. You opened yourself and made yourself vulnerable, sharing the very personal core of what you believe, and all of a sudden your faith is set aside for laundry, or dinner plans, or company. And that sort of waste-of-time feeling builds up every time, you give the time, trying to make the time, until time after time you become disheartened by people – especially those dearest and closest to you – who say they are so short on time that they just cannot be there ‘this time’.


You want to just throw in the towel and say ‘wasted time!’.


You see, when God gave Daniel this vision, the one we read about in Daniel ten, eleven and twelve; we read about kings and princes going to war, and we read about visions of angels and great armies of both heaven and earth. Even though the vision hints that there is a time coming when God’s people will be freed from their captivity and sent back to Jerusalem from their exile, this vision also says that in the time coming they will not escape the suffer of the coming age even though they have returned to the promised land. 


We cannot escape time. There is no sneaking around it, or sitting slightly off to the side while it goes by. We are all caught up in the implications of time. In that great passage in Ecclesiastes, “To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven {3:1}” we are given a window into understanding the way that God measures time. God created days, hours, weeks and all our measures of time, but God first measures time by lifetimes and the moments that fill lifetimes.


And every moment is precious. You may have celebrated years together with the people you love, and may have had great joy in these days together in the fellowship of this congregation and the community, but we are given the promise that the best days are yet coming. The best days and the best moments that fill those days are still to come; and after those days heaven awaits us, those who waited in faith the coming of the Lord.


So we follow Christ Jesus, and we wait only upon our Saviour Christ, unburdened by the yoke of time, for in Christ God’s grace is endless, and his love knows no end.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Greeters:

Guest prescher next two Sundays - 

Event Flyers avialable –When is VBS? The Memorial service? Weekly worship? See our summer events flyer and share them with friends.
Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – Today we conclude our sermon series on the book of Daniel. You are invited to review that past several week’s sermon at our web page www.pccweb.ca/brpc .
VBS is the week of July 8th to 12th in Clairville we are looking for volunteers to help with crafts, sports/activities, story time and snack time, as well as the prayerful support you all so often give. Please speak to Tracy or Tanya

Fellowship breakfast – There will be a special fellowship breakfast in Bass River prior to the morning service (starting 9am) everyone is invited. There is no cost.
Memorial Services St. Andrew’s July 14th; St. Mark’s Aug.18th; St. James’ Aug.26th 

Bible School– Will start up again in the autumn.
Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world available for our youth through the national church office. 

Markets: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Starts Next Saturday 9-12; season running from now until October. Tables/booths available  

Kouchibouguac Market – Saturdays June 29-Aug. 31s, 8-12 full breakfast and sale tables available; call Lucy MacDonald 524-7679

Happy Anniversary!! Gerald & Janice and Fred & Winnie 

Happy Birthday Althea!!

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 515 Will your anchor hold . . ?

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for:  Raymond, Savannah, Percy, Carmen, Lois, Ricky, Brandon Reid, Cathy, Orga, Kaye, 
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Mission: Creating safe spaces for children In the busy markets of Nicaragua’s capital city, Managua, countless children are exposed to violence, abuse and exploitation. PWS&D is working with local partner the Institute for Human Promotion to help create a safe environment for at-risk children and youth to grow and develop. Children and parents are trained to identify and prevent negative situations that can lead to abuse. The program also offers children a chance to play, do homework and form positive personal relationships. Leadership opportunities help troubled youth develop self-confidence and the knowledge to assist others. Carlos, a youth leader, says, “The pain has been lifted away and I have made new friends. I feel capable and I’m willing to take the risk to reduce violence and child labour.”
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Come Follow me!
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