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Service of Worship

July 12th 2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 11 I love you Lord
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP  328 All creatures of our God and King
Responsive Reading: Psalm 24

1    The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it;
2    for he founded it upon the seas
    and established it upon the waters.
3    Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?
    Who may stand in his holy place?
4    He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
    who does not lift up his soul to an idol
    or swear by what is false.£
5    He will receive blessing from the LORD
    and vindication from God his Savior.
6    Such is the generation of those who seek him,
    who seek your face, O God of Jacob.£
Selah
7    Lift up your heads, O you gates;
    be lifted up, you ancient doors,
    that the King of glory may come in.
8    Who is this King of glory?
    The LORD strong and mighty,
    the LORD mighty in battle.
9    Lift up your heads, O you gates;
    lift them up, you ancient doors,
    that the King of glory may come in.
10    Who is he, this King of glory?
    The LORD Almighty—
    he is the King of glory.
Selah
Children’s Reflection – Unbelievable!!!!

Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me this I know
Scripture: OT – 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19

1David again brought together out of Israel chosen men, thirty thousand in all. 2He and all his men set out from Baalah of Judah£ to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name,£ the name of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark. 3They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart 4with the ark of God on it,£ and Ahio was walking in front of it. 5David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with all their might before the LORD, with songs£ and with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums and cymbals.

12Now King David was told, “The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God.” So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. 13When those who were carrying the ark of the LORD had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the LORD with all his might, 15while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets.
16As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart.
17They brought the ark of the LORD and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings£ before the LORD. 18After he had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD Almighty. 19Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men and women. And all the people went to their homes.

            Epistle – Ephesians 1:3-14:

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he£ predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—6to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9And he£ made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.
11In him we were also chosen,£ having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
Hymn:  BoP 366 Come, let us sing of a wonderful love
Scripture: Gospel – Mark 6:14-29
14King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well known. Some were saying,£ “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.”
15Others said, “He is Elijah.”
And still others claimed, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago.”
16But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead!”
17For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 20because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled£; yet he liked to listen to him.
21Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests.
The king said to the girl, “Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to you.” 23And he promised her with an oath, “Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom.”
24She went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask for?”
“The head of John the Baptist,” she answered.
25At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: “I want you to give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”
26The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27So he immediately sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison, 28and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. 29On hearing of this, John’s disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
Sermon: Seeing what we believe
A kindergarten teacher gave her class a "show and tell" assignment of bringing something to represent their religion. 
       
      The first child got in front of the class and said, "My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is the Star of David." 
       
      The second child got in front of the class and said, "My name is Mary. I'm am Catholic and this is the Crucifix." 
       The third child got up front of the class and said, “My name is Susan. I am a Presbyterian and – holding up a banner with an emblem - this is a burning bush.”
      The fourth child got in front of the class this smell of tuna and mushroom soup filled the room, he said, " My name is Tommy and I am Baptist and this is a casserole."


What are the emblems of your faith that people see in your life? When people look at what’s in your house, or what you wear, or maybe even what you drive (or how you drive it), is there something that speaks to what you believe? Could people guess that you are a Christian by the signals you send off?

Theologian John Stott called Faith “. . . a reasoning trust, a trust which reckons thoughtfully and confidently upon the trustworthiness of God.”


The apostle Paul is impressed with the Ephesian Church and he is also cautious with the church as well. He does not just say that faith is something that the church ought to work on, but makes faith imperative, essential, a predestined reality. That for us to lack faith is to God against the very will of God; implying that being weak or absent in our faith is really to break the guarantee that God has out on us.

I am always very impressed that when I go for a visit I come across a Bible. And just seeing and having the Bible is not enough. When I see a Bible and it is a really nice and shiny Bible, or it is in the box and the box is still tight around the Bible, that says something. It might be saying that this Bible is being kept safe because it is a gift about to be given, but it also might say that the Bible was a gift that has never been used too.

No, my favourite Bible is the beat up on, out on the coffee table, or the end table and certainly out on the kitchen table. I like to see a bible with an elastic around it and stuff tuck in it and the shine worn right off of it because that Bible has been gripped, flipped even flung in the throws of a journey of faith.

It is a sign of not only what people believe, but just how much they believe, how they are working on their belief and deepening it.

But not everybody gets to see our kitchen, coffee or end table. What is it in your life that always people to see what you believe?

In a country of law you can either provide an item of evidence or a person who will offer evidence on your behalf. Think about the witnesses of your faith, who are now witnesses about your faith to others. I believe our best witnesses are our children, because without the guile and tact we adults use to explain and excuse so much of our mistakes, misunderstanding and lack of faith – the honest truth is told by the children in our lives. And the next best witnesses is often our seniors, who don’t stop being parents to us just because we call ourselves grown up. Many seniors today hold onto their faith because most other things have slipped from their control, but faith never does. Even in the wake of dementia and Alzheimer’s, in the hardships of stroke and other conditions, faith endures – though certainly going through different forms with those conditions.

Faith is evidenced. Now I think about the evidence of faith when I look at Jesus, who believes about us and knows about heaven. I am in awe at the power of God’s will to come into this world, wholly human totally exposed to the weaknesses of being human. There is great evidence for the potential of faith in Jesus, because even though the world gives up on itself and bows to the pressures and sin of the of the world, even though the disciples (the selected emissaries of faith to all the generations of the earth) they stumble under the lack of fait that comes with fear and doubt, Jesus still believes it is possible for them, for the world around him, for us; Jesus believes in your faith. Jesus believes that you can and will believe; even though it is hard, even though getting up on Sunday morning is not easy, even though reading your bible all the time can be a hard habit to get into (that isn’t true, it is an easy habit, but that’s the excuse I hear all the time), even though going to a bible study is not always convenient (but the schedule is open for this fall and even this summer if you want to plan one that fits your time table), there is time to act on that word and help the poor, the hungry, the sick, the prisoner, the needy. Just because you haven’t, and we haven’t, does not mean we can’t. Jesus believes in the potential of your faith. How do I know? Where is all this confidence coming from?

Jesus died because he believed that you could and should have every impossible chance to believe deeply and truly in your Lord God. He believed in you so much as to die for you, so you might be inspired, encouraged, even empowered. We haven’t got an excuse, and there is no reason why people should look into our lives and see anything else but faith.

But when you hold up your faith to the world, what are they going to see?

Herod knew the words of the prophets, he had advisors – like his father – who kept him appraised about how this belief and that belief were being preached by the priests and the officials and the synagogue rulers. Herod became confounded by John who would not adhere to any of the expectations he had on what religion should be, but who was still drawing the people together to confront he lack of faith in the leadership of the land. Herod, did not like that he was not intimidating to John; and especially that John spoke openly and derisively about Herod’s private life. 

Herod’s faith was shown to be weak. John’s ministry was not to undermine the king, but John’s ministry was about truth. When the truth was revealed people could see that Herod was using religion as a show in order to keep himself in a position of power. John undermined the priests and the scribes and showed that they also we far too interested in what their faith looked like on the outside, than what it meant to them deep inside.

In our gospel reading today we are meant to see the true ugliness of a person who has grown to be weak in faith. Herod’s faith is symbolized by the severed head of God’s prophet on a platter. What is the symbol of your faith? What is on your platter? Is it like the opening bit of humour, a casserole dish? How do you evidence what you believe? We all show our faith. We all show what we believe in.

What do people see in you? What are you holding up to the world as the proof of faith?

Oswald Chambers was a preacher and teacher and bible camp leader back in the early 1900s, he a had very down-to-earth, grass-roots approach to faith, and his book “My utmost for His Highest” is still worth a read. He says “Beware of worshiping Jesus as the Son of God and professing your faith in him as the Savior of the world, while you blaspheme him by the complete evidence in your daily life that he is powerless to do anything in and through you.” When we say that we can’t do anything, we are also saying that Jesus can’t do anything. That is not a pretty display to put on the platter.

Jesus puts something wonderful in the place of the sin and hurt, the fear and the doubt that hold us back. Jesus offers a resurrected faith. We don’t have a broken man on a cross, we don’t rejoice in the legacy of dead saints, we celebrate the living Christ who has risen from death that we might rise with him and be the beautiful believer he died and rose to save. Jesus believes in you, and we are called to believe and encourage each other in our journey of faith.

The letter to the Hebrews declares: “16Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Alf, The Lyons, and everyone traveling and vacationing through the summer season
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – –The presbytery met on June 30th and has agreed to the investigative committee continuing its work into the fall. 
Cemetery Group – There will be a get-together for caretakers and interested people regarding our church cemetaries, their care, fees, and long-term plans ay St. James’, Beersville Wednesday July 22nd at 7pm. 

Enclosure Service – Rev. Sutherland will be conducting the special memorial service at the “Enclosure” site where the first Presbyterian Church on the Miramichi, at Wilson’s Point Sunday July 26th at 3pm.

Memorial Services St Andrew’s July 19th 2:30pm, St. James’ August 23rd 2:30pm, St. Mark’s August 30th 1:30pm 
Musical Night – Zion, West Branch will be hosting its annual summer musical night, followed by an ice cream social. Bring your talents or come celebrate other’s Sunday July 26th at 7pm. Donations received.   

Vacation Bible School – the date for this year’s VBS is set for August 3rd to 7th at the Clairville Community Hall. Please share this with families in the area.

Condolences – The condolences of the Pastoral Charge are extended to the family and friends of James Lyons, his service was held yesterday at St. Andrew’s

Financial Update – So far this year the pastoral Charge has had to ask for support in the amount of $4500. 

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community Yoga – Classes on hold in for the summer

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: NBoP 665 Lord Jesus you shall be my song 
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace
Our next worship will be: 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-14, Psalm 89, Ephesians 2:11-22, Mark 6:30-56

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments Cultivating hope in Malawi Mussa Mwakasungula, a farmer and father of six, worries about the frequent dry spells in Nyungwe, Malawi. Little rain made it difficult for his crops. To provide enough food for his family, Mussa participates in a Presbyterian World Service & Development conservation agriculture project. Mussa learned to use mulch to hold moisture in soil. Despite mulch being scarce, he was determined to salvage as much as he could. Mussa mulched his plot and quickly began to see a difference in his fields, “Usually two to three days with no rain would leave my fields dry, but this does not happen on the conservation agriculture plot.” 
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