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Service of Worship

June 14th 2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 12 Be Glorified (NBoP 252)

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP  376 Lord, the light of your love is shining

Lord, the light of your love is shining 

/ Shine, Jesus, Shine

Graham Kendrick

  Lord the light or your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness shining,
Jesus light of the world shine upon us,
Set us free by the Truth you now bring us,
Shine on me. Shine on me.


Chorus: Shine, Jesus shine
Fill this land with the Fathers glory
Blaze, Spirit blaze,
Set our hearts on fire
Flow, river flow
Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your Word
Lord and let there be light.
 

 Lord I come to your awesome presence,
From the shadows into your radiance,
By the blood I may enter your brightness,
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness,
Shine on me. Shine on me. Chorus


  As we gaze on your kingly brightness.
So our faces display your likeness.
Ever changing from glory to glory,
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me. Shine on me. Chorus
Responsive Reading: Psalm 20

1    May the LORD answer you when you are in distress;
    may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.
2    May he send you help from the sanctuary
    and grant you support from Zion.
3    May he remember all your sacrifices
    and accept your burnt offerings.
Selah
4    May he give you the desire of your heart
    and make all your plans succeed.
5    We will shout for joy when you are victorious
    and will lift up our banners in the name of our God.
    May the LORD grant all your requests.
6    Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed;
    he answers him from his holy heaven
    with the saving power of his right hand.
7    Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
    but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.
8    They are brought to their knees and fall,
    but we rise up and stand firm.
9    O LORD, save the king!
    Answer us when we call!
Children’s Reflection – Stick together
Children’s Hymn: BoP 375 Wonderful words of life

Scripture: OT – Ezekiel 17:22-24

22“‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches. 24All the trees of the field will know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish.
“‘I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’”

            Epistle – 2 Corinthians 5:6-17

6Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7We live by faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.
16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
Hymn:  songs 121 Close to Thee

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper – St Andrew’s

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Now, receive into your spirits peace that you may go out into the world in peace. Let us Share the peace of Christ.

Scripture: Gospel – Mark 4:26-34

26He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 27Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”
30Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. 32Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade.”
33With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.
Sermon: Like a Kingdom


Jesus seems to almost pluck His examples right out of the air. Even the way it is expressed in verse 30 “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?”


It is as though Jesus is just grabbing at anything and using it these things to  describe the concept and reality of the kingdom of heaven; something that a thousand years of prophets and priests had failed to explain.
Listening to the words of Jesus – as he describes the kingdom of God – we are confronted by one of the deep realities of creation. When God made all things, everything that was made – in some way – was meant to lead us to see the kingdom of heaven. More than giving us just a place to live out our lives, all of this creation is meant to draw us – just one of all the creatures made – into God’s kingdom.  How do you appreciate creation?


There was a man standing before a judge in California for shooting a Condor. This a protected bird and people who kill them must pay the consequences. The man pleaded with the judge by saying, “I just arrived in this state and I have never seen a bird that large before. I was hungry and could not help myself to shoot and eat it. The judge said, “I forgive you, just don’t let it happen again!” The man replied, ”Yes, sir!” The judge curious about the bird asked the man how did it taste? The man replied, “Oh, I guess somewhere between the endangered Whooping Crane and the rare Spotted Owl.”


Sometimes I believe, creation needs to be appreciated in more ways than consuming nature.
 
One of my son David’s favourite games is ‘treasure hunt’, where he follows clues throughout a room or spanning a few rooms in order that he can gather all the ‘treasure’ and when he has gathered all the ‘treasure’ he’s won the game. It is a good way of teaching him what general objects are, and teaching him some skills of observation, but it is a lot of fun requiring only a few post-it notes. The whole room becomes more than a room it is a treasure trove and the goal is to follow the clues to gather it all together.



Just the idea that looking around might give us some reward often gives us the motivation to look at life a little differently, with a little more interest, to look at the world a round us with a little more care. We might and should look at our own lives, and at each other, with a little more respect if we remember the consideration of God spoken of in Genesis 1:26 “Let us create human Kind in our own likeness.” & then in verse 27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” 


Do we treat each other, and do we respect ourselves with this in mind? In Luke’s gospel  Jesus tells his followers that the ‘kingdom of God is coming , indeed it is here already’. Jesus wanted people to look at their lives with reverence for God with them – truly Emanuel – instead of God hidden from them, or God mysterious, God with us, in the midst of us; just as God’s spirit is with us now – just as surely as Jesus joins us at his table.


In order for us to see the kingdom of God


A Sunday School teacher was giving a lesson on how we truly get to heaven:

The teacher asked the children in her Sunday School class, “If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale, and give all the money to the church, would I get into heaven?”

 

“No!” The children all answered.

 

“If I cleaned the church everyday, mowed the yard, and kept everything neat and tidy, would I then get into heaven?”

 

Again, the answer was “NO!”

 

“Well,” she continued, “then how can I get into heaven? In the back of the room, a five year-old boy shouted, “You gotta be dead!”


In order for us to enter into the God’s kingdom according to Jesus, we don’t necessarily have to be dead, but we do have to be in the right state of our being, in the right frame of mind. We have to be in the mind and understanding of God, and outside of dying to this life very few save Enoch, Elijah, Moses and Jesus, does anyone seem to fully enter God’s kingdom. But all creation is meant to show us that we are called together in God’s presence.


Scattered seeds, mustard or otherwise, a vine, and vineyard Jesus points to all of life and says to everyone of us, whatever your context and experience of life Jesus shows us the way – He, Himself is the Way,. The Truth & the Life – so that we are all drawn into God’s kingdom; to be God’s people, God’s children. 

Jesus encourages us to look into our own reality and our personal experience and see how God is calling us, calling us away from sin and all that separates us from each other.
 
Two brothers are terrible trouble makers. They are always breaking things, stealing things, lying, and making all kinds of general trouble. The parents have tried everything to get the boys to change, to no avail. Finally, out of options, they ask their pastor if he can help. He decides to teach the boys that God is watching, and sees all the wrong they have done, and that thee is nothing they really can get away with.

He says he will talk to the boys, but only one at a time. The parents drop off the youngest and go home, promising to return to get him soon. The first boy sits in a chair across from the pastor's desk and they just look at each other.
The Pastor starts by asking him, "Where is God?"

The boy just sits there uncomfortably and doesn't answer.

The pastor begins to look stern and loudly says, "Where is God?"

The little boy shifts in his seat, but still doesn't answer.

The pastor raises his voice as the boy's refusal to converse and practically shouts "Where is God?"

To the pastor's surprise, the little boy jumps up out of his chair and runs out of the office.

The boy leaves the church and runs all the way home, up the stairs and into his brother's room. He shuts the door and pants, "We're in BIG TROUBLE. God's missing and they think we did it!"


The world is asking us, “Where is God?”

The psalmist reminded us Psalm 115 Why do the nations say “Where is your God?” Ouor God is in heaven. Our God is in his Kingdom. Our God is in the Kingdom that is coming and that is already here. Our God is with us, and that tells us that the kingdom of God is come because of Christ. Jesus came to help us see, to make sure that we understood, to die so that neither life nor death, nor anything of this life or any power would stand between us and our place in God’s kingdom. 


God created the universe, God created you and the people around you, so that you might discover love, know love, and share love; so that you might know God, for God is love. That is a pretty awesome thought. God, by God’s own will, created all things that we might simply know love.


The world is looking for God’s kingdom, and the world around you is looking to you. 


As we go forward praising God today, let us go to tell everyone that the kingdom of God is revealed through everything in creation that we use to care, in everything that can be shared as we love one another just as God has loved us.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 307 The church’s one foundation

Blessing – 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On Us Fall

(to the tune of ‘Man of Sorrows’; BoP172)

Holy Spirit, on us fall, 

As we go fulfill our call, 

Serving God by loving all, 

Alleluia! Christ our Saviour.

Holy Spirit, with us stay,

Teach us what we ought to say,

Guard and keep us in the Way.

As we follow, Christ our Saviour.

Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: 1 Samuel 17:32-49, Psalm 9, 2 Corinthians 6:1-13, Mark 4:35-41

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – The presbytery Committee is calling all congregation to gather for a meeting with the investigative Committee on Sunday June 21st at 6:30pm at  St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church Bass River.

Date for presbytery has been changed to Tuesday June 30th at St. James Presbyterian Church, Newcastle, Miramichi starting at 10am

Church & Yard Cleanup – July 4th Zion ~ Thank you everyone who works hard to keep our facilities in good order, and our monthly caretakers who see to the heat and up keep of our buildings each week.

Congratulations! The prayer for joy is extended to Francois & Rebecca Savoie who were married by Rev. Sutherland yesterday at la Pays de la Saguoine.

Congratulations! to our graduates and to every one of our children an youth completeing their school year. your hard work and strong efforts make all of us very proud.

Bible For Graduates- Do you have a graduate in your life? Youth of our congregations are welcomed to receive a Bible in honour of their achievement. Check with the session to make sure your youth gets their Bible.

Vacation Bible School – the date for this year’s VBS is set for July 6th to 10th at the Clairville Community Hall. Please share this with young families in the area.

Father’s Day –Sunday, June 21st will have a special recognition of fathers.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Angus & Ruby, Andrew, Alf, Becky & Frank
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