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Sunday June 21st 2015 – Father’s Day & Aboriginal Sunday

Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 7 Father, we love you (Glorify your name)
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 441 Can a little child like me 

  BoP 566
Presentation of Bible to Graduate(s)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 9:9-20 [Pew Bible] Higgion means Pause and Reflect, pray within the music;

 Selah means respond with the Chorus, or respond in praise.

9    The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.
10    And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.
11    Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his doings.
12    When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the humble.
13    Have mercy upon me, O LORD; consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up from the gates of death:
14    That I may show forth all thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in thy salvation.
15    The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is their own foot taken.
16    The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. 
Higgaion Selah
17    The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.
18    For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever.
19    Arise, O LORD; let not man prevail: let the heathen be judged in thy sight.
20    Put them in fear, O LORD: that the nations may know themselves to be but men.
Selah
KJV

9    The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed,
a stronghold in times of trouble.
10    Those who know your name will trust in you,
for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.
11    Sing praises to the LORD, enthroned in Zion;
proclaim among the nations what he has done.
12    For he who avenges blood remembers;
he does not ignore the cry of the afflicted.
13    O LORD, see how my enemies persecute me!
Have mercy and lift me up from the gates of death,
14    that I may declare your praises
in the gates of the Daughter of Zion
and there rejoice in your salvation.
15    The nations have fallen into the pit they have dug;
their feet are caught in the net they have hidden.
16    The LORD is known by his justice;
the wicked are ensnared by the work of their hands.
Higgaion.£ Selah
17    The wicked return to the grave,£
all the nations that forget God.
18    But the needy will not always be forgotten,
nor the hope of the afflicted ever perish.
19    Arise, O LORD, let not man triumph;
let the nations be judged in your presence.
20    Strike them with terror, O LORD;
let the nations know they are but men.
Selah
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 706 Come, let us sing

  BoP 412
Scripture Readings:


            OT – 1 Samuel 17:32-49

32And David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine.”

 33And Saul said to David, “Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.”

 34And David said unto Saul, “Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 35And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.” 

“36Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.”

 37David said moreover, “The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.”

 And Saul said unto David, “Go, and the LORD be with thee.”

 38And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail. 39And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. 

And David said unto Saul, “I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them.” And David put them off him.
40And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. 

41And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went before him. 

42And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 43And the Philistine said unto David, “Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves?”

 And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44And the Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.”

 45Then said David to the Philistine, “Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 46This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give you into our hands.”
48And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. 
KJV

32David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.”
33Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth.”
34But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”
Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”
38Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head. 39David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them.
“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. 40Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.
41Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 42He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 43He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44“Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!”
45David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give all of you into our hands.”
48As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.
NIV


            NT – 2 Corinthians 6:1-13

1We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 2(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 3Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 4But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 

5In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 6By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 7By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 9As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 10As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.
11O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. 12Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels. 13Now for a recompense in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged.
KJV

1As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2For he says,
    “In the time of my favor I heard you,
    and in the day of salvation I helped you.”£
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.
3We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
11We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 457 Now thank we all our God

 
 BoP 103

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (Zion)

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Now, receive into your spirits peace that you may go out into the world in peace. Let us Share the peace of Christ.

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 4:35-41

35And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, “Let us pass over unto the other side.”

 36And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships. 

37And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 38And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 39And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, “Peace, be still.”

 And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40And he said unto them, “Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”

 41And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?
KJV

35That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 36Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”
39He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.
40He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
41They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”
NIV

Sermon: Only human

A preacher's little boy inquired, "Daddy, I notice every Sunday morning when you first come out to preach, you sit up on the platform and bow your head. What are you doing?" 
The father explained, "I'm asking the Lord to give me a good sermon." 
The little boy said, "Then why doesn't he?"


I know it is out of season, but have you ever stopped and look at children’s costumes and dress-up clothes, some of them have special warnings on them. For example :

On a child's Superman costume: "Wearing of this garment does not enable you to fly." 

Costumes are great, but they are only something that allow us to get out of reality in our minds, not get out of reality in reality.

It can be hard to come to terms with the fact that we are ‘only human’.

You’ve heard or perhaps even used the phrase before. Usually when we or someone else makes a mistake we acknowledge that there are limits on our ability to get everything right, when we give into temptation, when we bow to our limits, we perhaps say to ourselves, “Well, I am only human.”


At Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including human beings.
Little Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs.
Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and said, "Johnny, what is the matter?"
Little Johnny responded, "I have pain in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife."

In our Bible story from the Old Testament we come to what was for me one of the most exciting episodes in the Bible, the story of David & Goliath. Goliath is mighty, he puts fear into the hearts of every Israelite, and event he mighty King Saul will not stand before the Philistine giant. 

A clergyman was walking down the street when he came upon a group of about a dozen boys, all of them between 10 and 12 years of age.
The group surrounded a dog.
Concerned lest the boys were hurting the dog,the clergyman went over and asked "What are you doing with that dog?"
One of the boys replied, "This dog is just an old neighborhood stray. We all want him, but only one of us can take him home. So we've decided that whichever one of us can tell the biggest lie will get to keep the dog."
Of course, the reverend was taken aback.
"You boys shouldn't be having a contest telling lies!" he exclaimed.
He then launched into a ten minute sermon against lying,
beginning, "Don't you boys know it's a sin to lie," and ending with, "Why, when I was your age, I never told a lie."
There was dead silence for about a minute.
Just as the reverend was beginning to think he'd gotten through to them, the smallest boy gave a deep sigh and said,
"Oh..All right,he won...give him the dog."

Most of the time, when we set ourselves up as something more than human we end up looking foolish, or worse we end up trying to take the place of God in our own hearts. In the world of ‘self-help’ it can become pretty easy to be such a self-made person that we disregard our own limitations, and with out respect for what we cannot do how can we ever appreciate or begin to celebrate what God is doing in our lives.  


David & Goliath is an amazing story about what it really means to be merely human. David – at this point – is not considered even a man. He is a ‘ruddy-faced boy’ according to Goliath’s mockings. He does not carry a sword of his own, he cannot fit into the armour of the king, he may be human but he was not even a man, and yet he is able to defeat the man who scared every other man. 


Francis Bacon wrote that, “Our humanity were a poor thing were it not for the divinity that stirs within us.”


When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the prayer we ask God to remind us that ‘we also are made for more than ordinary purposes’; that like the bread and the wine we are also meant for the extraordinary task of representing God’s power at work in the world, just as David was a sign of God’s might hand in the midst of God’s people. 


Jesus, in the boat with his disciples, showed them that God does not expect us to weather the terrifying storms by ourselves, nor to reach out an calm them by some force that is in us, but whether storm or stillness we are created to believe.


It is the only purely human facet that the rest of creation does not share, by every instinctual reaction even to seeming emotions, but to believe is something more that raises us above the beast of the field to be the creation that comes to know God and walk with God and to lead all creation in worship and praise.

It was Martin Luther King Jr. who said that: “We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools.” And on this not only Father’s day, which is an excellent time to remember and celebrate the faith and forbearance of our forefathers (and mothers), this is also Aboriginal Sunday. This year we come to this day in the midst of the release and acceptance of the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission; we are confronted with the stories of how our sin, and our society’s sin, have hurt a people we were meant to call and care for as brothers and sisters. 

We are only human, but being only human is not an excuse for sin or to sin. We cannot become so accepting of the worst of what we are as an excuse, because then we end up losing the best of who we are. How can we forgive or be forgiven if we act as though nothing is wrong with us, or with our world, or with our society? We need to acknowledge the storm, and to welcome Christ Jesus who stands in the midst of life’s storms and says, “Peace. Be still.”

Our humanity is empowered by God’s indwelling with us, that because of Christ Jesus – his life, death and resurrection -  we are called and blessed to perform the ‘more-than-ordinary’ the extra-ordinary to the point of miraculous.  And all-the-more when we are drawn by faith into this fellowship, to be a family of the miraculous, wondrous, endless love of God. 

May the peace of Christ, that passes all human understanding, be yours this day and always, Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  the Presbytery, the General Assembly, Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Andrew, the Lyons family, the Scott & Wry family, the family & friends of  Patsy McLean

Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery –The presbytery Investigative Committee is calling a meeting for tonight at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River 6:30pm

The Presbytery of New Brunswick has rescheduled its meeting for Tuesday June 30th at St James Newcastle Miramichi 
Communion St. James’ June 7th, St Andrew’s 14th , Zion 21st, St. Mark’s 28th 
Father’s Day –Today we celebrate Fathers among by having an ice cream social after church. Enjoy!

Church & Yard Cleanup – July 4th Zion – Thanks to everyone who came to the church clean up days, and for keeping facilities clean & warm through the year.
Bible For Graduates- Today we recognize Shanece Wilson, and celebrate her graduation from high school with the gift of a Bible.

Do you have a graduate in your life? Youth of our congregations are welcomed to receive a Bible in honour of their achievement. Check with the session to make sure your youth gets their Bible.

Vacation Bible School – the date for this year’s VBS is set for July 6th to 10th at the Clairville Community Hall. Please share this with young families in the area.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Congratulations! to our graduates and to every one of our children an youth completing their school year. your hard work and strong efforts make all of us very proud. Rev. Sutherland gave the graduation prayer at BLMS this year.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers.
The first boy says, "My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem. They give him $50."
The second boy says, "That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a song. They give him $100."
The third boy says, "I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to collect all the money!"
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 687 Blessed Assurance (songs 112)

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit on us fall

Ice cream fellowship!!

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River) Ice cream fellowship to follow the service

Next Week’s Readings: 2 Samuel 1, Psalm 30, 2 Corinthians 8, Mark 5:21-43

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

[image: image2.wmf]Mission Moments Presbyterians Sharing supports Justice Ministries as it works with congregations to sow seeds of hope and respond to the justice imperatives of the gospel. Staff work with churches and presbyteries that are caring for creation, advocating for stronger social programs to assist low income neighbours and building up relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. In June, congregations are invited mark the closing event of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and Aboriginal Day Sunday, June 21, 2015. 

Today marks the anniversary of Rev. Mattinson being published in the Presbyterian Record. 
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