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Sunday June 7th 2015 - Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 11 I love you Lord 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 277 Holy, Holy, Holy

  BoP 299
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 130 [Pew Bible] 

1    Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O LORD.
2    Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.
3    If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?
4    But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.
5    I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope.
6    My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning.
7    Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.
8    And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
KJV

1    Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
2    O Lord, hear my voice.
    Let your ears be attentive
    to my cry for mercy.
3    If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,
    O Lord, who could stand?
4    But with you there is forgiveness;
    therefore you are feared.
5    I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
    and in his word I put my hope.
6    My soul waits for the Lord
    more than watchmen wait for the morning,
    more than watchmen wait for the morning.
7    O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,
    for with the LORD is unfailing love
    and with him is full redemption.
8    He himself will redeem Israel
    from all their sins.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 344 The wise may bring their learning

  BoP 468
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Genesis 3:8-15

 8And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.
9And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, “Where art thou?” 

10And he said, “I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself”.
11And he said, “Who told thee that thou wast naked?” 

“Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” 

12And the man said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” 

13And the LORD God said unto the woman, “What is this that thou hast done?”

 And the woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”
14And the LORD God said unto the serpent, “Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:” 

“15And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
KJV

8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”
10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”
12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”
13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
    “Cursed are you above all the livestock
    and all the wild animals!
    You will crawl on your belly
    and you will eat dust
    all the days of your life.
15    And I will put enmity
    between you and the woman,
    and between your offspring£ and hers;
    he will crush£ your head,
    and you will strike his heel.”
NIV


            NT – 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

13We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; 14Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 

15For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

16For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 

17For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

1For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

KJV

13We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; 14Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 

15For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

16For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 

17For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

1For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 637 Take my life, and let it be

 
 BoP 474
The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper – St James

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Now, receive into your spirits peace that you may go out into the world in peace. Let us Share the peace of Christ.

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 3:20-35

20And the multitude cometh together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread. 21And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself.
22And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils. 23And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?” 

“24And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand.” 

“26And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end.” 

“27No man can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house.” 

“28Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 29But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation”: 30Because they said, ‘He hath an unclean spirit.’
31There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him. 

32And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, “Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee.” 

33And he answered them, saying, “Who is my mother, or my brethren?” 34And he looked round about on them which sat about him, and said, “Behold my mother and my brethren! 35For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.”
KJV

20Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 21When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”
22And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebub£! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.”
23So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 27In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house. 28I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 29But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.”
30He said this because they were saying, “He has an evil spirit.”
31Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.”
33“Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked.
34Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”
NIV

Sermon: To be a family of the kingdom

A Reporter asked an older man, "So you are 100 years old. How did you manage to live so long?" 

The older man: "Well, son, I got married when I was 21. The wife and I agreed back then that if we had arguments, the loser would take a long walk to get over being mad. I suppose I have benefited most from 79 years of fresh air."

Being a family is not always an easy thing. In marriage we come together to be a family and also to perhaps create a family, and in that relationship we are not meant to just celebrate how much we get along but also that when do not get along how much we grow from the experience. It is not always fresh air that we benefit from, but it is very often the fresh perspective love offers to life problems encountered as a family.

In our gospel reading today, Jesus is speaking to a crowded room in somebody’s house – the Bible is not specific about whose house. Now Jesus had been healing the sick and moving throughout the region of Capernaum. According to Mark this was around the time where he appointed from all the people who were excited and interested in what Jesus was saying and doing , Jesus called out twelve to be special disciples; called apostles, messengers who were also representatives, witnesses and emissaries.

It was pretty radical stuff that Jesus was speaking about. He confronted the way the Jewish laws were being enforced and especially the practice of the Pharisees. As much as we might say that Jesus was gaining a crowd and gathering his disciples, Jesus was also gaining enemies as well. Those in power had gained their position by controlling the one thing that Jesus was distributing freely; grace, mercy and forgiveness. And not just forgiveness as you and I might offer one another, God’s forgiveness, and its power to heal and uplift lives. Agnes Sanford – a preacher’s daughter and then a preacher’s wife, and a founder of the fellowship known as ‘Inner Healing’ – wrote, “As we practice the work of forgiveness we discover more and more that forgiveness and healing are one.” 

Jesus was building relationships, and trust, and stirring up all kinds of excitement by telling crowds of people how much God loved them by sharing with them the full power of forgiveness to the point where sickness and chronic and life-long conditions were healed. Jesus was not only bringing people together, but in the power of forgiveness even the brokenness with our lives can be healed. 

That kind of healing is something that today’s families need now more than ever it seems. It is not that there have never been broken families, or a time when marriages and family relationships fell apart – but today it seems as though society is so willing to let deep and important relationships break down and crumble; if the relationship does not make you happy, or does not some easy, then break it off and go looking for something else.

What prospect is there in that? A relationship where you don’t have to and are not expected to have to forgive someone is likely a relationship where no one is going to forgive you either. Are we really heading for a world without forgiveness?       

An elderly man was having hearing problems and went to see a specialist. The doctor fitted him with some hearing aids that brought his hearing back to full strength.
After a few weeks the man came back to make sure the new equipment was working properly, which it was.

The hearing specialist said, “It all seems perfect. Your family should be delighted you can hear everything now.”

“Oh no,” the man responded. “I haven’t told any of them. I just sit quietly, listening carefully. I’ve changed my will four times.”


Jesus’ family was in the region when he was preaching and healing and offering forgiveness. Have you ever argued with a teenager or remember that argument with a teenager and the phrase comes out something like ‘You just don’t get it, you just don’t understand, you just don’t know me at all!’ Once that card is played it is best just to sit down, cool down, and let the brain catch up to the conversation. Jesus was in his thirties when his family came to Capernaum looking for him, and for him they were not getting him either. 


We don’t know much about Jesus growing up. We know he showed great wisdom and potential at a young age, but then nothing is written about Jesus growing up and early adulthood; at least nothing that is recognized by the church as being authentic. It’s all guess-work, but our reading today shows that for those who had known Jesus for that unwritten time his current ministry was very radial, even frightening. So they come to get Jesus because – as Mark says – they thought that he was ‘out of his mind.’

An elderly man had dinner at a very nice restaurant. After he finished his wine, he went to the men's room, then walked out through the bar.
It was a beautiful evening, so he decided to leave his car in the parking lot and walk home.

When he arrived at his front door, he realized he didn’t have his keys. He finally figured they must be in his jacket pocket, which was still hanging in the restroom.

He walked back to the restaurant, found his jacket in the men’s room, and realized he’d left his hat on the table.

He strolled back to the dining room to retrieve his hat, and when he got to his table, his wife asked, “Is anything wrong? You took such a long time in there.”


I am sure that all of us have done something in our lives, or purposed some choice, where someone around us – especially someone who seems to know us very well gives us that look and says, “Are you nuts?!”


But what Jesus family are doing here seems a little closer to coming with the straight Jacket and the van to whatever worked as a rubber room back in those days. What Jesus was doing and saying struck the closest people to Jesus – those we would call ‘family’ – as ‘crazy’.


The priests and leaders thought Jesus was controlled by demons; one which Mark names as the desert demon Beelzebub, imagined as a giant crazed cockroach, dung beetle, or fly. It is not such a far cry from how Jesus own family saw him. 

 We cannot depend on those closest to us, and those who – according to our society - have the best training. That kingdom that God is building , still today, through Christ Jesus calls us to come together in a relationship that is not built on experience or on earthly authority, but is built on forgivness. 


There is an old saying “The heaviest load any man carries on his back is a pack of grudges.” 


William Arthur Ward tells us that “Life lived without forgiveness becomes a prison.”


Whatever way you look at it, as a broken kingdom or a divided household, a burdened life, or indeed a prison; to be a family of God’s heavenly kingdom we need to be open and honest to the world around us, authentic about what we believe and about what we still do not understand. Oh, they might call us crazy, and your family may not understand – but forgiving those misunderstanding is that open door through which Christ walks into our lives and the lives of those we love. And in this our family becomes not only who were are related to, or even those whom we have known for years, but those who cannot be separated by walls, by time, or by never even knowing each other at all. 


We are at time when graduates of our public schools are finishing a major part of their lives. A fair number will be leaving home, for school and continuing their education, for jobs maybe even to start families of their own. Are they walking out into the world of strangers, or are they going out into the world excited to encounter the family of God waiting for them in the midst of the world? 


Your family is not just here, not just in this place, not just in this community, but is everywhere; and is waiting for you to encounter through the grace of God you have been called to share.


We are called to be a family in the kingdom of God, joined through Christ as we share in doing, in living, in embodying will of God; as we live in the Holy Spirit, as grace is know from us and celebrated in our midst.


Like those who were healed by Christ we ought to continue as the healing presence of God’s transforming love; that we may also build up the family of God in Christ . Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  the Presbytery, the General Assembly, Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Andrew, 
Announcements:  
General Assembly – The GA is meeting this week in Vancouver. Please keep its work and decision in your prayers this week. 

Communion St. James’ June 7th, St Andrew’s 14th , Zion 21st, St. Mark’s 28th 
Father’s Day –Sunday, June 21st will have a special recognition of fathers.

Church & Yard Cleanup – July 4th Zion – Thank you all who have come out to the church clean up days.
Update from Presbytery –The Presbytery of New Brunswick will next meet in St James Newcastle Miramichi on Wednesday June 24th 
Bible For Graduates- Do you have a graduate in your life? Youth of our congregations are welcomed to receive a Bible in honour of their achievement. Check with the session to make sure your youth gets their Bible.

Vacation Bible School – the date for this year’s VBS is set for July 6th to 10th at the Clairville Community Hall. Please share this with young families in the area.

Bulletins – We will survey to see if we will continue to have the denominational Sunday bulletins, and what our options are otherwise.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Yoga – Classes are done for the season. Contact Marly for information

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 570 I have decided to follow Jesus

[image: image2.jpg]


I have decided to follow Jesus

I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
No turning back, no turning back.
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The world behind me, the cross before me;
The world behind me, the cross before me;
The world behind me, the cross before me;
No turning back, no turning back.
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Though none go with me, still I will follow;
Though none go with me, still I will follow;
Though none go with me, still I will follow;
No turning back, no turning back.

Will you decide now to follow Jesus?
Will you decide now to follow Jesus?
Will you decide now to follow Jesus?
No turning back, no turning back.

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit on us fall

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) meeting at the church
11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Ezekiel 17:22-24, Psalm 92, 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, Mark 4:26-34

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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