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ORDER OF SERVICE

Advent III – Joy

December 13th 2015

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy – Joy

Opening Praise: BoP 113 Hail to the Lord’s anointed 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 126 [Pew Bibles] 

 

1    When the LORD brought back the captives to£ Zion,
    we were like men who dreamed.£
2    Our mouths were filled with laughter,
    our tongues with songs of joy.
    Then it was said among the nations,
    “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3    The LORD has done great things for us,
    and we are filled with joy.
4    Restore our fortunes,£ O LORD,
    like streams in the Negev.
5    Those who sow in tears
    will reap with songs of joy.
6    He who goes out weeping,
    carrying seed to sow,
    will return with songs of joy,
    carrying sheaves with him.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 130 O little Town of Bethlehem

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Zephaniah 3:14-20

14    Sing, O Daughter of Zion;
    shout aloud, O Israel!
    Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
    O Daughter of Jerusalem!
15    The LORD has taken away your punishment,
    he has turned back your enemy.
    The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you;
    never again will you fear any harm.
16    On that day they will say to Jerusalem,
    “Do not fear, O Zion;
    do not let your hands hang limp.
17    The LORD your God is with you,
    he is mighty to save.
    He will take great delight in you,
    he will quiet you with his love,
    he will rejoice over you with singing.”
18    “The sorrows for the appointed feasts
    I will remove from you;
    they are a burden and a reproach to you.£
19    At that time I will deal
    with all who oppressed you;
    I will rescue the lame
    and gather those who have been scattered.
    I will give them praise and honor
    in every land where they were put to shame.
20    At that time I will gather you;
    at that time I will bring you home.
    I will give you honor and praise
    among all the peoples of the earth
    when I restore your fortunes£
    before your very eyes,”
    says the LORD.

       Epistle – Philippians 4:4-7

4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
      Gospel – Luke 3:7-18

7John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”
10“What should we do then?” the crowd asked.
11John answered, “The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same.”
12Tax collectors also came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”
13“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.
14Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”
15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ.£ 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with£ water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them.
Communion Hymn:  BoP 136 Child in a Manger

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper [Handout]

Sermon: The Shades of Joy

The local church minister was coming around a sharp bend in a country road when he saw the truck over turned and twisted. He carefully approached the scene and was pretty nervous about what he would see inside the vehicle as he approached, only there was no one inside, and it seemed no one was thrown from the vehicle. As he looked up from the wreck of the truck he saw a man standing, looking about as bewildered as the pastor felt.

The man, who was the owner and the driver of the truck said to the minister, “I guess the Lord was riding with me on this trip. I haven’t got a scratch and no one was hurt.”

The minister, glad that no one was hurt looked back over at the wreck and said, “Next time though, you might want to think about asking the Lord to do the driving for you rather than just ride along.”


Whether in a literal sense, or perhaps in a more figurative way, having Jesus in the ‘driver’s seat’ of our lives can be a real obstacle in our journey of faith. For a lot of people is one thing to believe in Jesus and it is something else altogether to believe he is your Lord and to treat him as the Lord of our lives, the driver of our souls. God is our motivator, our inspirer, our guide and our goal, and a lot of people have it deeply engrained in their lives that they can come to God so much on their own terms that they do not have to really give over control of anything to God or to the fellowship of God’s people. 


John, this is Jesus’ cousin John, the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, found himself in an amazing moment of God’s walk with His people. God’s walk with Israel had taken them in and out of the promise land, in and out of exile, captivity, slavery, in and our of prosperity and high regard. All the more reminder that there is not a time or a state of living that God is not very present and active in the midst of all that is going on in our lives. In fact that is really the major point of today’s sermon. 


John looked out over the crowds and in the midst of the crowd were people who deemed themselves worthy and righteous and altogether ‘right with God’. They were those that followed the rules, who obeyed the law to the very letter, but what was happening to them was that they were becoming a people who worshipped the law of God, as a god. In treating obedience as faith, they never really had to think about what they were doing or why they were doing it, just that in getting the task done they were entitled to a certain reward from God. 


My generation has an issue with entitlement. Since the generation of the baby-boomers the western developed world has produced a mindset of entitlement, not simply that they should be in power, but that power and control is owed to them by no other virtue then that they covet what others in their society have. 

The suburbs of today have sprung up to the idea that everyone has a right and should have a chance to have their own roof, their own yard and space for all the toys that go with both. Much of the best farmland in our nation and on this continent has been swallowed up by this idea, and it cannot go on indefinitely.


The ‘burbs’ are a symptom of the culture that makes the measure of joy something measurable by what we posses independent of the rest of the world. There is an important distinction we need to make, because God’s idea of joy and how that joy comes about is very different; it its opposite, and that means our culture today does actually have joy – we might think we are happy, but we are fooling ourselves. 


At the choir performance last night in Rexton, Linda Hannay illustrated how she does not like winter – the cold, the shoveling, layering up in warm clothes – but she seemed content with one aspect of winter in that it gave time for quiet contemplation; a time to pause and survey life for a while. I like that image about winter. It is a call to move carefully and slowly and avoid the risks of being frustrated by what can’t be done and is hard to do. We slip less when we move carefully through difficult season of life.


But for many people we don’t really take an account of where God is in our lives until we hit those sharp corners, those bad spots in the road. Our calls to God come from the times of trouble with emphasis. We notice we need the ‘light’ when we find ourselves in the dark more often than simply learning, and being attentive to where God’s light is leading us. 


An illustration for our snowbirds - A minister in Florida lamented that it was difficult to get his message across to his congregation: “It’s so beautiful here in the winter,” he said, “that heaven doesn’t interest them.” “And it’s so hot here in the summer that hell doesn’t scare them.”


It is in our bad times that we look for God. We look for joy in the face of hell. It is the hardness of our human heart that means we have to face the shadow of death before recognize that there is no need to fear evil with God’s rod and staff guiding and protecting us. Sometimes it is only from the shadows that we long for and appreciate joy, just as sometimes it takes the winter to both remember and look forward to the joys of summertime.

  But like the letter for the Philippian church said, we as believers in Christ have a better option than just waiting for life to get bad before we look for the way back to live a joy filled life. The church is told to, “Rejoice in the Lord always” and in case you forgot since the last time it was said, “Rejoice!” 


6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

There is a way to live you whole life in joy, and that way is to live your life in Christ. It does not mean that your life will be easier or filled with more of the things the world measures its happiness by, but in Christ you will discover that no matter wealth or poverty, strength or weakness, sunny or rainy day, you will have your life in the joy of being a child of God, beloved with purpose  and peace. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Les, Willah, Jessie, the Wry family, the Reidpath family, Rev. John Crawford’s family, the Charlotte Charge, Kent W. , Neil Ryan and the people of Sudan
Announcements: 

Communion – We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a part of our Advent/Christmas observance. November 29th St. Mark’s, December 6th Zion & St. James’, December 13th St. Andrew’s. Please share with friends & neighbours.
Bible Study –Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson after Christmas, continuing with carols as we look at ‘Hymns and the Bible’.

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have all begun their annual Memorial campaigns. Please support and share in lighting our memory.

Christmas Eve- The Stories and Songs service - is 4 o’clock at St. Andrew’s in Clairville. The Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River. 

Readers for both services are needed; also those willing to share musical gifts. 

RLNH: Christmas Service – This year’s Ecumenical service will be December 20th at 3pm  at the Rexton Lion Nursing Home all are invited 

Christmas Pageant – Children’s Christmas Pageant in Clairville Sunday Dec. 20th at 6pm; The children share songs, stories and poems of Christmas.  

Condolences From the congregation are offered to the Wry family at the Passing of many people’s dear friend Wade this past Sunday at his home in Moncton. He is proof that the fullness of live is not measured in years, but by the fondness and joy with which we are remembered.

Christmas Events Pamphlet – Please take and share our Christmas events pamphlet outlining this year’s Christmas celebrations & activities.
Santa’s Helpers – If you have not brought your gift in yet it can be dropped off to Jim & Doreen Cail in Rexton or to Rev. Sutherland. If you were unable to participate this year, but would like to contribute the Credit Union in Rexton is taking donation for this year’s program.  God bless you all, and thank you. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available.
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 125 Angles we have heard on high

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 128; vs. 3] See amid the winter’s snow
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Micah 5:2-5, Psalm 80, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-55

This Sunday’s bulletins are dedicated in memory of Althea Fillmore, beloved sister in Christ

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments December 3 is International Day for People with Disabilities. When Atanga Yaaji of Ghana was young, he developed an illness that caused him to lose the use of his right leg. While his other siblings got to go to school, Atanga was encouraged to stay home so that his health could improve. Atanga eventually enrolled at the Garu Community Based Rehabilitation Centre—an organization supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development that helps people with disabilities improve their quality of life. Through the centre’s vocational training, Atanga became a bicycle fitter, earning enough money to secure his basic needs. When Atanga’s illness took his other leg, the program continued to lend support, providing him with a wheelchair and training in agriculture. Atanga is full of gratitude for the acceptance, faithful care and training he received at Garu.  
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