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Advent IV – Love 

December 20th 2015

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy – Love 


Shauna & MacKenzie; Sally

Opening Praise: NBoP 159 Angels from the realms of glory



BoP 143

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 80 [Pew Bible] 

1    Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.
2    Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy strength, and come and save us.
3    Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
4    O LORD God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people?
5    Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink in great measure.
6    Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours: and our enemies laugh among themselves.
7    Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
8    Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it.
9    Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land.
10    The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.
11    She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.
12    Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?
13    The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it.
14    Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine;
15    And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself.
16    It is burned with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance.
17    Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself.
18    So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy name.
19    Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
KJV

1    Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel,
    you who lead Joseph like a flock;
    you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth
2    before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
    Awaken your might;
    come and save us.
3    Restore us, O God;
    make your face shine upon us,
    that we may be saved.
4    O LORD God Almighty,
    how long will your anger smolder
    against the prayers of your people?
5    You have fed them with the bread of tears;
    you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.
6    You have made us a source of contention to our neighbors,
    and our enemies mock us.
7    Restore us, O God Almighty;
    make your face shine upon us,
    that we may be saved.
8    You brought a vine out of Egypt;
    you drove out the nations and planted it.
9    You cleared the ground for it,
    and it took root and filled the land.
10    The mountains were covered with its shade,
    the mighty cedars with its branches.
11    It sent out its boughs to the Sea,£
    its shoots as far as the River.£
12    Why have you broken down its walls
    so that all who pass by pick its grapes?
13    Boars from the forest ravage it
    and the creatures of the field feed on it.
14    Return to us, O God Almighty!
    Look down from heaven and see!
    Watch over this vine,
15    the root your right hand has planted,
    the son£ you have raised up for yourself.
16    Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire;
    at your rebuke your people perish.
17    Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand,
    the son of man you have raised up for yourself.
18    Then we will not turn away from you;
    revive us, and we will call on your name.
19    Restore us, O LORD God Almighty;
    make your face shine upon us,
    that we may be saved.
NIV

Children’s story – Choosing a favourite

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 139 Hark! The herald angels sing

     BoP 132
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Micah 5:2-5a

2But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 3Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 

5And this man shall be the peace
 KJV

2    “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    though you are small among the clans of Judah,
    out of you will come for me
    one who will be ruler over Israel,
    whose origins are from of old,
    from ancient times.”
3    Therefore Israel will be abandoned
    until the time when she who is in labor gives birth
    and the rest of his brothers return
    to join the Israelites.
4    He will stand and shepherd his flock
    in the strength of the LORD,
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
    And they will live securely, for then his greatness
    will reach to the ends of the earth.
5    And he will be their peace.
 NIV


       Epistle – Hebrews 10:5-10

5Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 6In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure.
7Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 8Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 9Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 10By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
KJV

5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:
    “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
    but a body you prepared for me;
6    with burnt offerings and sin offerings
    you were not pleased.
7    Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—
    I have come to do your will, O God.’ “
8First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them” (although the law required them to be made). 9Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 153 Joy to the world

                BoP 134

      Gospel – Luke 1:39-55

39And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda; 

40And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. 

41And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 

42And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, 

“Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.” 

“43And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 

44For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.

 45And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.”

 46And Mary said, 

“My soul doth magnify the Lord,

 47And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

48For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 

for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

49For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. 

50And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. 

51He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

52He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 

53He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

54He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 

55As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.” KJV

39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!”
46And Mary said:
    “My soul glorifies the Lord
47    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48    For he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.
    From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49    for the Mighty One has done great things for me — holy is his name.
50    His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.
51    He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52    He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.
53    He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.
54    He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful
55    to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers.”
NIV

Sermon: God’s favourite

God had a favourite.

As we believe that God crafted every human life through the spun thread of DNA to the designing of the community, home, and family that raise us, God’s Spirit is present in making human life what it is, and drawing out the potential of what it could be.


But Mary became something altogether different, standing out from every human woman who has and will ever live. She can claim ‘favoured’ status.


Among women in the Bible to be favoured usually meant something to do with bearing children. When Abraham’s wife Sarah, Isaac’s wife Rebecca, or the mother of the prophet Samuel’s mother Hannah, or even in Mary’s older cousin Elizabeth, each celebrates God’s favour in the sign of bearing a child. Especially in Sarah or Elizabeth, this happens miraculously at an age when they should not be able to bear children any longer. So, in case you do wish to be considered favoured of God be aware of what that could mean [and that if you are giggling now, remember that Sarah also giggled].


When God chose favourites among the men, while we might focus on the status they achieved and the monumental tasks they accomplished, let us not overlook the terrible trials they all underwent. Nowhere does it say, “And he lived an easy and relaxed life until the point he got up and did the great thing for God.” So men, if you feel you are meant to be God’s favourite you might want to make sure your health insurance is up to date, because you will be tempered and tested.


The favour shown to Mary does not wait for her to be advanced in years, but instead performs an opposite miracle to that of her ancestors and her cousin, in that she was incapable of bearing a child because she had never had relations with  a man. For a virgin to conceive is something that even modern science cannot yet achieve, not without some form of penetration taking place. And, to make the point even clearer, if this was some form of self-conception Mary would only ever be able to bear a daughter. God’s favour is shown in that she is able to bear a Son, God’s own Son.


And yet this favour means trial for Mary. She could be accused of adultery, which in those days could mean execution through stoning or exile from her home, family and people. She could lose her betrothed husband Joseph. Her community, her family and a chance to be loved and to give love, these are things more valuable to anyone than wealth, power or status. 


When the angel spoke to Mary about God’s plan for her, in the midst of all her fear and trembling – in part because she was talking to an angel – perhaps mostly because of what God’s plan meant for her, she overcame her fear and put her trust in God. 


Have you ever considered what it might mean to be regarded as one of God’s favourite people. This is so different from human celebrity. The church has, in its ancient tradition remarked on certain lives as being particularly faithful. The Roman Catholic and certain Orthodox groups still today maintain the practice of naming/appointing saints. The reformed tradition teaches that all who are welcomed into God’s kingdom are saints - living or dead – and that we are meant to consider each other as saints in the church. So take a look around today, take a careful look around and see those people you are asked by God to consider as saints, and who God has chosen to view you as a saint too.


Do you consider yourself a favourite of God?


Mary, sings a hymn, that has for the Latin Church become known as the ‘Magnificant”, because she begins with the phrase ‘my soul’ magnifies the Lord. That means more than looking at something that is small and making it bigger, magnification more fully means to glorify and honour, exalt and hold out for all the world to see. And doesn’t she do this; doesn’t Mary body, mind and soul hold forth God to the world.


There was a time when the Church did not uphold the ordained ministry of women. It was never solid position to stand on when you have the example of Mary staring back. God wove the gifts of obedience of faith into this favoured vessel who would bring into the world a loving example of just how close God is willing to be with us.  It is Mary who delivers the sermon of Emmanuel – God with us, in and through us. It is Mary who carries and delivers the gospel with her very body, pondering it deeply in heart.

Have you ever encountered sibling rivalry? You want a chance to prove yourself, pit yourself against a member of your own family, especially a brother or a sister and try and see which of you your teachers are most impressed with, or wins the most sports scholarships, or which one can get the most attention from their parents. The competition to be impressive to someone who you have a lot of respect for, and who you love, there just really is nothing more compelling than love in the midst of a rivalry.

I want you to consider a rivalry with Mary. What needs to happen in your life in order for you to be found in the same regard as the woman who bore Christ the Son of God into the world? 

Begin as she began - accept the blessings of God, even in the trials of your life, and even though they might mean more trials ahead. “Do not be afraid; God is with you.” Those words the angel gave to Mary are meant for you as well.

Receive Christ and let Christ’s indwelling by the Holy Spirit be evident in your life. It is Elizabeth, who in our reading today calls herself favoured of God for being close to Mary. Let the world around you feel blessed by God because of who you are. Look for opportunities to lift the spirits of others. 

Bear Christ to the world. No one else will ever carry God’s Son in their womb, but you can carry and deliver Christ’s teachings from your mind, from your memory and experience of how real they are and how much they have helped you live the wonderful life you have because of Christ. Deliver Christ’s message, deliver His story, and most of all make sure you deliver to others the out-flowing of love and grace that comes in Christ. Begin your encounters with celebration and forgiveness, continue in grace through sharing God’s living Word with each other, and be thankful for all the signs of God’s love that surround you in this life. It is but a beginning of all God has stored up for you. For in Christ you have been made and are a favoured child of God. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: ? Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Les, Willah, Jessie, the Reidpath family, Rev. John Crawford’s family, the Charlotte Charge, Kirk W., Benjamin, Neil Ryan and our troops in service and the people of Sudan
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have all begun their annual Memorial campaigns. Please support and share in lighting our memory.

Communion – Over the past few Sundays of Advent we have celebrated our faith in the Lord’s Supper. We want to make sure all members have the chance to share this sacrament. If you know of people who would like to share communion  the elders or our minister can arrange a time for fellowship.

 Treasurer – Susie Campbell – after fifteen years as the central treasurer of the Pastoral Charge will be stepping down. Applications and nomination will be received by the joint session in its December meeting. We wish to thank Susie for all of her work, and the way she has seen the congregations through so much change in the role as treasurer.
Update from Presbytery –. The report was presented and changes were made to the recommendations. An excerpt of draft minutes are available. 

Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson after Christmas, continuing with carols as we look at ‘Hymns and the Bible’.

Christmas Events Pamphlet – Please take and share our Christmas events pamphlet outlining this year’s Christmas celebrations & activities.
Christmas Eve- The Stories and Songs service - is 4 o’clock at St. Andrew’s in Clairville. The Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River. 

Christmas Pageant – Children’s Christmas Pageant in Clairville Tonight! Sunday Dec. 20th at 6pm; The children share songs, stories and poems of Christmas.  

Condolences – We offer our condolences and our hope for a sense of peace to the family of Scott Reidpath who entered into God’s rest with the love of his family surrounding him. Please keep his family and many friends in prayer.
RLNH: Christmas Service – This year’s Ecumenical service will be December 20th at 3pm  at the Rexton Lion Nursing Home all are invited 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 166 Once in royal David’s city

BoP 129

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 128; vs. 5] See amid the winter’s snow
Mission Moments The PCC, through PWS&D, continues to support HIV/AIDS programs that fight stigma & teach people to prevent the spread and the transmission between mother & child; providing home- based care & medications. PWS&D works with partners at Titukule Ana in Malawi providing counseling/support for orphans & vulnerable children. Janet Machemba’s parents died when she was young. Support in this program, meant Janet could take a tailoring course, & is well on her way to a brighter future. “I am very happy that I have been given this opportunity,” she shares. 
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