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Advent II – Peace

December 6th 2015

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy – Peace.       Bonar/Beulah        Elaine        

Opening Praise: NBoP 159 O come all ye faithful




BoP 120

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 85 [Pew Bible] 

1    LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.
2    Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin.
Selah
3    Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger.
4    Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease.
5    Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations?
6    Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?
7    Show us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation.
8    I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.
9    Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.
10    Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11    Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12    Yea, the LORD shall give that which is good; and our land shall yield her increase.
13    Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his steps.
KJV

1    You showed favour to your land, O LORD;
    you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2    You forgave the iniquity of your people
    and covered all their sins.
Selah
3    You set aside all your wrath
    and turned from your fierce anger.
4    Restore us again, O God our Saviour,
    and put away your displeasure toward us.
5    Will you be angry with us forever?
    Will you prolong your anger through all generations?
6    Will you not revive us again,
    that your people may rejoice in you?
7    Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,
    and grant us your salvation.
8    I will listen to what God the LORD will say;
    he promises peace to his people, his saints—
    but let them not return to folly.
9    Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
    that his glory may dwell in our land.
10    Love and faithfulness meet together;
    righteousness and peace kiss each other.
11    Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
    and righteousness looks down from heaven.
12    The LORD will indeed give what is good,
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    and our land will yield its harvest.
13    Righteousness goes before him
    and prepares the way for his steps.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 149 Away in a manger
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Scripture Readings:


            OT – Malachi 3:1-4

1Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 2But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 3And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 4Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. KJV

1“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.
2But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.
NIV


       Epistle – Philippians 1:3-11

3I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 5For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 6Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
7Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. 8For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.
9And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 11Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.
KJV

3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
7It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.
NIV

      Gospel – Luke 1:68-79

67And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, 68Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, 69And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David; 70As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began: 71That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; 72To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; 73The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, 74That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear, 75In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life. 76And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 77To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, 78Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, 79To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 80And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel.
KJV

67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
68    “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
    because he has come and has redeemed his people.
69    He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David
70    (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
71    salvation from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us—
72    to show mercy to our fathers
    and to remember his holy covenant,
73    the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
74    to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
    and to enable us to serve him without fear
75    in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76    And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
77    to give his people the knowledge of salvation
    through the forgiveness of their sins,
78    because of the tender mercy of our God,
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
79    to shine on those living in darkness
    and in the shadow of death,
    to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
NIV

Communion Hymn:  NBoP 160 Unto us a child is born
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The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper [liturgy]

Sermon: The form of faith

It was coming up to Christmas and the judge was face with a crook with a particularly jolly frame-of-mind:

"Now then, please tell me, what is the charge against you?", asked the judge.

" I was caught doing my Christmas shopping very early." replied the man in the dock.

"That doesn't seem like an offence to me. What do you mean by 'very early?

"Well, your Honour." said the defendant, "It was before the shop was open."

I’d want to believe in a sense of humour before engaging a judge in a defense strategy like that, but I like this illustration because it shows the human spirit hopeful in the face of certain guilt. Our faith calls us to recognize and accept our guilt, that the human spirit is fallen and prone to sin. But faith is a road out of that sin, and our faith calls us away from our sin to places and times of worship, where we put our trust in God; our worship is about God, and looking to God for direction, and listening to God’s word.

Our opening hymn is that great Christian call. Perhaps one of the most evangelical of all our hymns. O come all ye faithful’ has a sense of call to worship that few hymns have ever found. Interestingly enough it is not evangelical, but may have been the rallying cry for the Jacobites or having roots with Portuguese royalty in the 17th century. 


It is a pleading cry to all people to permit Christian worship, perhaps in its many forms, especially as the chorus ends with the phrase, ‘Christ the Lord’. That is the key phrase for Christian faith, as according to Philippians chapter 2 [vs.11] “and ever tongue confess that Jesus Christ us Lord”. 

Whatever it was intended by its author(s), the declaration of faith found in this Christmas Hymn is widely accepted throughout the church. This is the hymn that opens worship on many Christmas Eve services and even on the Christmas season itself.  

It describes the ‘faithful’ as joyful and triumphant. The faithful in Christ are not meant to seem righteous, or even right, but to be identified as the ‘joyful and triumphant’. 

There is a certain triumphant tone in today’s gospel reading. This song in Luke 1 [vs. 68-79]. This Zechariah’s hymn after the prophet of Jesus, who we call ‘John the Baptist’, and it is very joyful and triumphant. It is joyful and triumphant because Zechariah has grown from a reasoned rationed fear and doubt, where he is confronted by the Lord God’s miraculous love and blessed with this impossible son. 

Our faith doesn’t just appear, and it does not always grow as we would like. The hardness of our hearts, and our unfortunate ability/tendency to reason our selves into fear and doubt, anger and distrust, is so much why the Messiah is so necessary for our salvation. Our salvation is not the sensible result of most, any, or all of our lives. Life does not gives us what we want, or even what we think we are owed by it, but God has so crafted our lives that we have every opportunity to make our lives into the great thing God intends us to be. 

There was this young man, let’s call him Danny:

Danny had recently passed his driving test and decided to ask his clergyman father if there was any chance of him getting a car for Christmas, which was yet some months away. 'Okay.' said his father 'I tell you what I'll do. If you can get your 'A' level grades up to 'A's and 'B's, study your bible and get your hair cut, I'll consider the matter very seriously.'

A couple of months later Danny went back to his father who said 'I'm really impressed by your commitment to your studies. Your grades are excellent and the work you have put into your bible studies is very encouraging. However, I have to say I'm very disappointed that you haven't had your hair cut yet. 

Danny was a smart young man who was never lost for an answer. 'Look dad. In the course of my bible studies I've noticed in the illustrations that Moses, John the Baptist, Samson and even Jesus had long hair.' 'Yes. I'm aware of that...' replied his father '... but did you also notice they walked wherever they went?' []


We all would like to some-how, some-way, journey in the life-steps of those great biblical figures but to have the faith to makes the journeys that they did was hard to impossible for the people who were with them. The generation that walked into the wilderness with Moses was not the same as the generation of God’s people who came out of it. Samson’s friends and loved ones all betrayed him to the powerful and popular but oppressive Philistines, and between John and Jesus disciples there were only a few who showed any kind of faithfulness when their teachers and leaders were arrested by the powers-that-be. 

Our Responsive reading was a psalm of restoration [85]; it was a salvation story wrapped in a declaration of faith. It is a lovely message when confronted with the moment in our lives when fear and doubt have shown us just how fragile life is, and that the bare-bones of it is that life is fleeting, and the only thing we can hold as a guarantee we can hold of this life is the breath we are taking right now; so you can try and hold that guarantee as long as your like, but at some point you will have to try and take another breath.

One of the key aspects of any salvation hymn or story is the confession of our need for God, and our profession of what God has done to make salvation real. The first nowell, is a hymn that celebrates that salvation and the way the angels of God proclaimed that salvation to us through the witness of shepherds, and townspeople, through wise men, and through the experience of Christ’s coming into our own lives. ‘Nowell’ [Noel] is not simply the French or the Latin term used for Christmas, but the word itself is mean to be a song and shout of victory that declares, ‘the story!’, ‘the new story!’, ‘THE GREAT STORY OF GOD’s LOVE is TRUE!’.


As you sing this hymn today, as you share in hymns and songs through the Christmas season, listen to your own words and look at the expression of those you share them with, look for the hope and the sense of peace that Christ’s coming is meant to bring, and if it is missing, tell that great story of God’s love came down. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Les, Willah, Jessie, the Bragg family, the Reidpath family, Rev. John Crawford’s family, the Charlotte Charge, Kirk W., Wade, Benjamin, Norman, John D.,    
Announcements: 

*Communion – We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a part of our Advent/Christmas observance. November 29th St. Mark’s, December 6th Zion & St. James’, December 13th St. Andrew’s. Please share with friends & neighbours.
*Treasurer – Susie Campbell – after fifteen years as the central treasurer of the Pastoral Charge will be stepping down. Applications and nomination will be received by the joint session in its December meeting. We wish to thank Susie for all of her work, and the way she has seen the congregations through so much change in the role as treasurer.
Update from Presbytery –. The report was presented and a number of changes were made to the recommendations. We are waiting on the draft minutes from the presbytery clerk before we call meeting. December 10th looks more like December 16th. 

Bible Study –Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson is meeting into December to explore Christmas songs as we look at ‘Hymns and the Bible’. This will be the last gathering until the new year.

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have all begun their annual Memorial campaigns. Please support and share in lighting our memory.

Christmas Eve- The Stories and Songs service - is 4 o’clock at St. Andrew’s in Clairville. The Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River. 

Candlelight Service – planning meeting will be Dec.
Christmas Pageant – Children’s Christmas Pageant in Clairville Sunday Dec. 20th at 6pm; The children share songs, stories and poems of Christmas.  

RLNH: Christmas Party – The Rexton Lion Nursing home will be hosting their annual residents Christmas party on December 6th 1pm, all are invited.

You are also invited to be a part of their annual Christmas Service this year on December 20th at 3pm. This is an Ecumenical Service and will be shared by area clergy. 

On Christmas Day there will be a worship service led by Rev. Chris Ketch of Brown’s Yard.  

Santa’s Helpers - Decorations are available today. Please take one and fill out the list that is written on it, return these items to either our churches or to the manse by the morning of December 11th. God bless you all. 

Richibucto River Community Choir @ St. Andrew’s United, Rexton Christmas concert December 12th as an evening event, tickets $10, proceeds to support local charities, special collection in support of Syrian Refugees

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 136 The first Nowell

BoP 131

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 128; vs. 2] See amid the winter’s snow
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments The PCC, through PWS&D, continues to support HIV/AIDS programs that fight stigma & teach people to prevent the spread and the transmission between mother & child; providing home- based care & medications. PWS&D works with partners at Titukule Ana in Malawi providing counseling/support for orphans & vulnerable children. Janet Machemba’s parents died when she was young. Support in this program, meant Janet could take a tailoring course, & is well on her way to a brighter future. “I am very happy that I have been given this opportunity,” she shares. 
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