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ORDER OF SERVICE

Advent I – Hope

November 29th 2015

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy - Hope
Opening Praise: BoP 116 O come, O come Emmanuel 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 25 [Pew Bibles] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 141 Away in a Manger

Sacrament of Baptism – Clairville – The baptism of Finn Ross Angew 

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 33:14-16

14“‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD,‘when I will fulfill the gracious promise I made to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah.
15    “‘In those days and at that time
    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line;
    he will do what is just and right in the land.
16    In those days Judah will be saved
    and Jerusalem will live in safety.
    This is the name by which it will be called:
    The LORD Our Righteousness.’

       Epistle – 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

 9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.
11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.
       Gospel – Luke 21:25-36

25“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
32“I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
34“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 114 Come Thou long expected Jesus

The celebration of the Lord’s Supper [handout]

Sermon: A righteous son of Jesse

What were the disciples so worked up about that they had to get Jesus to tell them about the end of time. So often, especially when the ‘kingdom of God’ came up in Jesus ministry the disciples wanted to know how God was going to end the world; well, to be fair, what they wanted to know was how and when was God going to show that they were winners and not the losers the rest of the world said that they were. 

That was a big problem for the Jews and the Hebrew people in that day, because while they believed what God said in the Bible and what God sent prophets from time to time to remind them was that they were God’s chosen people. That was true even though their name, Israel literally means, ‘one who wrestles with God’. 

But they were chosen by God for this so they must be important, and so they couldn’t be losers, and yet in Jesus day they were the joke of the Romans, just as in Jeremiah’s time they were enslaved and persecuted by the Syrians, then in captivity under the Babylonians and then were ruled by the Persians. Little wonder in reading through the book of Jeremiah you might sense that he is a bit depressed.

Maybe we have to look out into the field to see those answers too. The humble stable, or the shepherd’s field; that is where the king is to be found, that is where the Messiah is born. The rest of the world looks for the king in the most likely of places.

When there is political trouble, international or even civil wars, we look to the politicians for answers/solutions, but that is to forget that if the people are starving, ridiculed, misunderstood or lacking in understanding there will be no peace until there is heart in the souls at war with humanity itself. And the human soul doesn’t find its peace in politics alone.

When people suffer loss; where in one sense or another their sources of happiness get pulled out from under them and – not even so much a sense of control – but a loss even of a sense of purpose happens and happiness washes away like the first snow in a warm rain; we can become captivated by any number of false friendship that promise us a pick-me-up in some self-indulgence; addictive behaviours like consuming well not just alcohol, but any kind of consumption can be as addictive; shopping, gluttony, drugs – it is the same false-gleam of happiness that can never replace true joy. Joy does not come from being in control.

Perhaps only the vastness of space can compare to the lonely heart that seeks for a place and purpose in the midst of all of this, and we all want to know how we fit into the fabric of human existence. Who we love, and who were are loved by; when this is disconnected, joy & peace and everything can seem to fall apart; or that we are falling apart from everything else. 

How to bring it all back? Where to begin when the real questions of really living become overwhelming? 

It may only last for a moment, but a moment is all it needs.

Hope

Hope comes in the darkest place to change everything. Like a spark on dried brush in a hearth, hope changes the cold damp of our souls to a place of warm fellowship. Hope open the door for not only world peace, but personal peace that warms the very soul. Hope inspires new journeys in faith, as impossibilities they seem hopeful, becoming things believable and even inspiring. Hope, lifts us from our isolation and helps us see how connected we are, invites us to reach out into each other’s live and love, and be loved.    

Hope means looking onward. Hope means for the church looking forward not backward; inspired by the past, but recognizing that the possibilities that lies ahead are wonderful and uplifting. 

Jeremiah could have only seen the negative; the destruction all around him as the world he knew was torn apart by foreign wars. The disciples were captivated by one time and only one time in God plan for redemption, but Jesus invited them into the beginning of a miracle. Jesus welcomes us all into the beginning of hope. 

And hope for us begins with a little child. When God sent out his prophet to chose a king for his people, to be the greatest king they ever knew and offer them a sense of freedom and lasting hope as they had never dreamed possible, he sent his prophet to the most unlikely son of a sheep farmer. The youngest, the dirtiest, the most rugged of the family was the one chosen to be king. The boy matched God standard, perhaps that son of Jesse reminded God of his own son. There is some connection because it is from that ruddy, rugged son of Jesse that God’s own Son, our Saviour Christ would come into the world. 

And yet God put our everlasting hope in the most unlikely of places. The son of the kings, the son of the line of David was not born in a palace; the Son of God was not born in the temple or any place that we might feel the Holy One of God should be born. God son was born in a stable, in the city of David, but in the lowliest place. 

Why? 

Well, when it comes to hope, we need to learn to look in the unbelievable places, the unexpected corners of our lives where God is working miracles. Hope has a home in the light that God shines from our darkest, loneliest, most helpless moments. Hope is all the possibilities wrapped up in a little child who cannot even speak, who is just opening their eyes, and capturing life’s first breaths.

From the righteous son of Jesse, to the righteous Son in David’s line, to our own families and the family that will come from us in both life and faith thee is hope; impossible and yet inspiring hope of all that we can be, as we walk with God, and share that journey of hope, peace, joy and love together.  

Welcome to Advent, our journey to the manger, and the celebration of the birth of Christ Jesus our Lord.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Les, Willah, Jessie, the Bragg family, the Reidpath family, Rev. John Crawford’s family, the Charlotte Charge, Kent W. 
Announcements: 

A warm winter welcome – to our new brother in Christ, Finn Ross Agnew, son of Jessie & Ashley who is being baptized today in Clairville

Communion – We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a part of our Advent/Christmas observance. November 29th St. Mark’s, December 6th Zion & St. James’, December 13th St. Andrew’s. Please share with friends & neighbours.
Treasurer – Susie Campbell – after fifteen years as the central treasurer of the Pastoral Charge will be stepping down. Applications and nomination will be received by the joint session in its December meeting. We wish to thank Susie for all of her work, and the way she has seen the congregations through so much change in the role as treasurer.
Update from Presbytery –. The report was presented and a number of changes were made to the recommendations. We are waiting on the draft minutes from the presbytery clerk before we call meeting. 

Bible Study –Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson is meeting into December to explore Christmas songs as we look at ‘Hymns and the Bible’.

Hymn Sing  Thank you everyone who came out and enjoyed last Sunday’s hymn sing. Special thanks to Bev Dunn for organizing and Heather Morton for playing

Guest Preacher – Thank you Nick Stam  for leading worship last week.

Stewardship Event – Though attendance was low, a lot was learned from Herb Gale. The session was recorded and CDs will be available soon.

Christmas Eve- The Stories and Songs service - is 4 o’clock at St. Andrew’s in Clairville. The Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River. 

Candlelight Service –planning meeting will be _________ @ __________
Christmas Pageant – Children’s Christmas Pageant in Clairville Sunday Dec. 20th at 6pm; The children share songs, stories and poems of Christmas.  

RLNH: Christmas Party – The Rexton Lion Nursing home will be hosting their annual residents Christmas party on December 6th 1pm, all are invited 

Santa’s Helpers - Decorations are available today. Please take one and fill out the list that is written on it, return these items to either our churches or to the manse by the morning of December 11th. God bless you all. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 
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God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 123 Infant holy, infant lowly

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 128; vs. 2] See amid the winter’s snow
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Malachi 3:1-4, Psalm 85, Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 1:68-79

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
Mission Moments Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support David and Anna Pándy-Szekeres serving with the Reformed Church of the sub-Carpathian Ukraine (RCCU), a church of ethnic Hungarians. David helps post and supervise RCCU missionaries in Ukraine and coordinates external missions and mission outreach to Roma communities. He is an education consultant and public relations assistant for the RCCU and serves as a consultant to four Christian secondary schools serving Hungarian students living in Ukraine. David also works with the Terra Dei Foundation, helping to develop agricultural practices in the region. Anna is a teacher, former principal and founder of Nagybereg Reformed Church Secondary School. She serves as an educational advisor and supervisor to the four RCCU schools. 
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