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August 13th  2017 – Pentecost XI

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  VBS – Our thanks to everyone who was involved in making this year’s Vacation Bible School the Success it was. Our children had a great deal of fun learning about our place in God’s Garden of Creation, and our job in caring for it and one another.

Memorial Services – Bass River August 13th 2:30pm, Beersville August 20th 3pm , St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th 2:30pm, Harcourt, Sept. 17th 3pm – we look forward to seeing you and our guests this year
Summer Events Calendar Please pick up and share the information in this years events calendar. These will also be in local businesses. 

Session Meeting: There session St. Andrew’s is called to meet August 28th 7pm at St. Andrew’s Church, Clairville. A Joint Session meeting is called for August 30th 2017, 7pm at St. Mark’s, Bass River. At these meetings a Pastoral Charge meeting for the autumn will be discussed.  
Ice Cream socials – Beersville Community Hall Wednesday nights at 6:30-8pm

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Evening of music – TBA

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. The food bank is looking for new volunteers. 
Christian Fellowship potluck – Coming up later this September. Date to be confirmed by next week. 

Condolences – The condolences of the congregation are offered to the family and friends of Mr. Raymond Murphy; a dear friend to our community and role model in education. Visitation continues today 2-4pm 7-9pm with service tomorrow at St. Peter’s R.C. Church, South Branch 11am.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 1 A new commandment

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 377 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine

  
    BoP 265

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 105:1-10 [Pew Bible] 

1    O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people.
2    Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.
3    Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.
4    Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore.
5    Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth;
6    O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen.
7    He is the LORD our God: his judgments are in all the earth.
8    He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand generations.
9    Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;
10    And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant:
KJV

1    Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name;
    make known among the nations what he has done.
2    Sing to him, sing praise to him;
    tell of all his wonderful acts.
3    Glory in his holy name;
    let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
4    Look to the LORD and his strength;
    seek his face always.
5    Remember the wonders he has done,
    his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced,
6    O descendants of Abraham his servant,
    O sons of Jacob, his chosen ones.
7    He is the LORD our God;
    his judgments are in all the earth.
8    He remembers his covenant forever,
    the word he commanded, for a thousand generations,
9    the covenant he made with Abraham,
    the oath he swore to Isaac.
10    He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree,
    to Israel as an everlasting covenant:
NIV

Children’s story – Promises

Children’s Hymn: insert/ NBoP 774 God forgave my sin (Freely, freely)

God forgave my sin Freely, Freely  Carol Owens

God forgave my sin in Jesus' name,
I've been born again in Jesus' name,
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His love as He told me to

He said: ‘Freely, freely, you have received;

               Freely, freely give.’

‘Go in My name, and because you believe,
Others will know that I live.’

All power is given in Jesus' name;
In earth and heaven in Jesus' name,
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His power as He told me to
Scripture Readings:   OT – Genesis 37:1-4

1And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. 2These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours. 4And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.
KJV

1Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan.
2This is the account of Jacob.
Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them.
3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented£ robe for him. 4When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.
NIV

                             Epistle – Romans 10:5-15

 5For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. 6But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 7Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) 8But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
12For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things
KJV

5Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: “The man who does these things will live by them.”£ 6But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’£” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’£” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,”£ that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”£ 12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”£
14How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 685 How firm a foundation

  
    
BoP 425

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Matthew 14:22-33

22And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away. 23And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone. 24But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.

 25And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 26And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. 27But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, “Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.”

 28And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 

29And he said, “Come.”

 And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 31And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, “O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”

 32And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. 33Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God.
KJV

22Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat was already a considerable distance£ from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.
25During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.
27But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
28“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
29“Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”
32And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
NIV

Sermon: Our pretty feet
The path that leads the feet of the faithful is set in the beauty of creation and the illumination of scripture by God’s own Holy Spirit.


The apostle Paul uses an interesting turn of phrase in our reading from the letter to the Romans. He says, “How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace”


Now, a moment of confession here, twenty-one years ago I let a cabin full of girl campers paint my toenails on the third day of rain when their councilors could not find anything else for them to do. That is the prettiest my feet have ever been, except that since my sons all like super heroes and I want to be cool I do wear flashy super-hero socks some time.


That is not what Paul is talking about here.


First of all, this phrase is not an original to Paul, but is a reuse of a passage from Isaiah in Chapter 52:7 “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good tidings, who publishes peace, who brings good tidings of good, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”


The image is of a royal herald, and official messenger who is tasked with getting the word out; in this case God’s word of peace, In Isaiah it would be the return to the promised land, and in Romans it is the peace in the Good news of Jesus Christ.

Feet, especially in Paul and the apostles’ time, were not the most desirable thing. They were one of those body parts of little or no regard.  You use them, wash them and get them filthy again tomorrow, that is if you washed them often at all. Feet were black from road dust, calloused and hard, and foot infections were common given what one would often have to walk in and through barefoot only lightly sandaled.


The Jews more than the majority of their contemporaries – excluding the very wealthy – customarily washed at least weekly. In that day and age however that was a particular thing that made them stand out.


The original word for beautiful is a wonderful expression in itself because it is used to describe a beauty that is in perfect season. It’s just a few weeks to labour day and then the whites go away. I am not sure anyone is that fashionable anymore.


Paul is making a fashion statement about God’s messengers. Paul is saying, if you want to see what God thinks is beautiful, take a look at the feet of those people who bring a message of peace in Christ.


This week we witnessed an amazing event in the news. Despite all the tensions focused on Pyongyang, North Korea, a delegation from Canada successful brought home a Canadian Presbyterian Minister. He had been a prisoner of the state for two years. He had gone to Korea to offer a ministry of building people’s confidence in themselves through a life of faith in Christ. 

So after reading this passage I wondered what the feet of this elderly man must have endured in the labour camp conditions he was subjected to over the past two years. One of the reason that have been stated for his release was concerning health.


Paul is making a fashion statement, but he also saying something pretty profound. He is saying rather than look at what is most attractive about a person doing God’s work, look at the part of the person that is doing the work. My hair, my clothes, these don’t mean much to the preaching of God’s word. Look at the shadows under my eyes, the pads of my fingers from typing. And look at my shoes, they rarely shine, my feet with socks that could look flashy, but have holes just like anyone who is on their feet. Or look at my car.


This is one of those Sundays I wish that Jimmy Young came out to more services, because he can tell you what my tires are like, but Raymond Desjardins’ car and tires are just as rough, as are Rev. Ketch’s and you take a look at those people who are active for the Church in any church, and it is not just the ministers, but when we see worn out shoes and beat up cars, Paul is saying we should see a thing of beauty.


The apostle Peter – for a moment – got it. He looked out of that boat in our gospel reading today and he saw Jesus and he was like the rest of the disciples he was terrified, but he had faith enough to get up and get out of the boat and when his beautiful feet stepped onto that water he saw for a moment in the eyes of Jesus the beautiful peace and strength that comes in believing – especially in the midst of life’s storms – but then the storms, the unreal, real world that surrounds our journey through ministry grabs our attention and we glance away from Christ, and we are afraid to see thing His way, and we fall. We see dirty feet, road stained and dust-covered, and we think we are too old, too tired, too late in the day, too young, too weak?


But even when the storms rush in and we sink beneath the waves there is a strong hand that can still stand amidst life’s storm and silence the wind and waves. Christ will celebrate the times when we journey in faith so closely that we are blessed with being a part of God’s miracles, when we witness the answer to prayers, when what we do becomes the miracle someone needed to come to know God and acknowledge Christ as their salvation.


We can only see things God’s way for moments, but the promise in Christ is that those moments will become the beautiful eternity in heaven, where those moments become everlasting and we will not fall or falter anymore. 



Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: insert/ NBoP 662 Those who wait on the Lord

Those who wait on the Lord       Traditional arr. J. Bell

Those who wait on the Lord . . . 

shall renew their strength,

 they will rise up on wings as eagles; 

They shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint; 

help us Lord, help us Lord, in your way 

Those who serve the suffering world  . . .

 Those who live the risen life  . . .

Those who love the mystery . . .

Those who die upon the march . . .

Those who wait on the Lord . . .

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Everley, Joe, Neil Ryan, Paul, Vincent, Families on vacation, 

Announcements:  VBS – Our thanks to everyone who was involved in making this year’s Vacation Bible School the Success it was. Our children had a great deal of fun learning about our place in God’s Garden of Creation, and our job in caring for it and one another.

Memorial Services – Bass River August 13th 2:30pm, Beersville August 20th 3pm , St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th 2:30pm, Harcourt, Sept. 17th 3pm – we look forward to seeing you and our guests this year
Summer Events Calendar Please pick up and share the information in this years events calendar. These will also be in local businesses. 

Session Meeting: There session St. Andrew’s is called to meet August 28th 7pm at St. Andrew’s Church, Clairville. A Joint Session meeting is called for August 30th 2017, 7pm at St. Mark’s, Bass River. At these meetings a Pastoral Charge meeting for the autumn will be discussed.  
Ice Cream socials – Beersville Community Hall Wednesday nights at 6:30-8pm

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Evening of music – TBA

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. The food bank is looking for new volunteers. 
Christian Fellowship potluck – Coming up later this September. Date to be confirmed by next week. 

Condolences – The condolences of the congregation are offered to the family and friends of Mr. Raymond Murphy; a dear friend to our community and role model in education. Visitation continues today 2-4pm 7-9pm with service tomorrow at St. Peter’s R.C. Church, South Branch 11am.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
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Mission Moments Aug. 19 is World Humanitarian Day After the earthquake shook her Nepali village in April 2015, Dolma’s dream of a higher education felt out of reach. Her school was demolished, and when lessons resumed, her family refused to let her go. “Our house had collapsed. My family needed me,” shares Dolma. PWS&D in Nepal focused on the shattered inner peace of survivors psychosocial supports. “There were cultural events, folk dances and drama performances,” shares Dolma. “That was very effective in making life in the village normal again.” Dolma, now back at school, is certain the activities helped her parents find comfort and the strength to let her return.
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