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August 27th 2017 – Pentecost XIII

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 16 Open my eyes Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 687 Blessed Assurance

  
songs 112

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 138[Pew Bible] 

1    I will praise thee with my whole heart: before the gods will I sing praise unto thee.
2    I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.
3    In the day when I cried thou answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with strength in my soul.
4    All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD, when they hear the words of thy mouth.
5    Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the LORD: for great is the glory of the LORD.
6    Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off.
7    Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me.
8    The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands.
KJV

1    I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart;
    before the “gods” I will sing your praise.
2    I will bow down toward your holy temple
    and will praise your name
    for your love and your faithfulness,
    for you have exalted above all things
    your name and your word.
3    When I called, you answered me;
    you made me bold and stouthearted.
4    May all the kings of the earth praise you, O LORD,
    when they hear the words of your mouth.
5    May they sing of the ways of the LORD,
    for the glory of the LORD is great.
6    Though the LORD is on high, he looks upon the lowly,
    but the proud he knows from afar.
7    Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
    you preserve my life;
    you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes,
    with your right hand you save me.
8    The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me;
    your love, O LORD, endures forever—
    do not abandon the works of your hands.
NIV

Children’s story – Who is Jesus, for you? Who knows?

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 340 Jesus, Friend so kind & gentle

  
    BoP 265

Scripture Readings:   NT – Isaiah 51:1-6

1Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. 2Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him. 3For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.
4Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, O my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to rest for a light of the people. 5My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished. 
KJV

1    “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness
    and who seek the LORD:
    Look to the rock from which you were cut
    and to the quarry from which you were hewn;
2    look to Abraham, your father,
    and to Sarah, who gave you birth.
    When I called him he was but one,
    and I blessed him and made him many.
3    The LORD will surely comfort Zion
    and will look with compassion on all her ruins;
    he will make her deserts like Eden,
    her wastelands like the garden of the LORD.
    Joy and gladness will be found in her,
    thanksgiving and the sound of singing.
4    “Listen to me, my people;
    hear me, my nation:
    The law will go out from me;
    my justice will become a light to the nations.
5    My righteousness draws near speedily,
    my salvation is on the way,
    and my arm will bring justice to the nations.
    The islands will look to me
    and wait in hope for my arm.
6    Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
    look at the earth beneath;
    the heavens will vanish like smoke,
    the earth will wear out like a garment
    and its inhabitants die like flies.
    But my salvation will last forever,
    my righteousness will never fail.
NIV

                             Epistle – Romans 12:1-8

1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 3For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 4For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 5So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 6Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness. KJV

1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual£ act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his£ faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 638 Take time to be holy

  
 
  BoP 437

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Matthew 16:13-20

13When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?”

 14And they said, “Some say that thou art John the Baptist”: “some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.”

 15He saith unto them, “But whom say ye that I am?”

 16And Simon Peter answered and said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

 17And Jesus answered and said unto him, “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

 20Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.
KJV

13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ,£ the Son of the living God.”
17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter,£ and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades£ will not overcome it.£ 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be£ bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be£ loosed in heaven.”

 20Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
NIV
Sermon: Chips of the ol’ block

I think we all know the expression ‘A chip of the ol’ block’. And I am not totally sure that the origin of the phrase may be in reference to our reading from Isaiah (51:1) “look unto the rock whence ye are hewn”, but a published sermon from back in 1621 by Robert Sanderson's (Sermons) asks: "Am not I a child of the same Adam ... a chip of the same block, with him?"


In the English language it only seems to have become a popular saying since the writing of John Milton, and it is noted in newspapers in the states pretty regularly by the late 1800s, so its common enough now especially among those who like to talk about family heritage and characteristics that seem to be handed down from on generation to the next.


To be a chip off the old block you have to know the person and the block they are chipped off of. And Isaiah is telling God’s people to get familiar with Abraham again. Isaiah and Jeremiah are credited, along with Daniel as chief architects in retaining a Hebrew identity for the Jewish people through and beyond the captivity and exile in Babylon. 


God’s people suffer for nearly four generations, captives in a foreign land, after loosing a war – which was really part of a series of wars against Syria, then Babylon, and taken into exile as a slave-nation. They are taken to place where they are not in control of the laws, their culture and religion is not fully recognized, and where they will be purposefully persecuted in order to be made into loyal subjects of the Babylonian rulers.


Nebuchadnezzar was a brilliant empire builder, and this strategy of turning conquered nations into loyal subject – though not original to him – was something that was emulated in subsequent empire builders, and even – if you look closely and critically – by industrial powers today. He forced the Judaic people into a position of dependence, and under strict governance in order to change the culture, religion, the total mentality of the people into something he could control. It was an attempt at cultural genocide.


So Isaiah regularly called on God’s people to remember their roots. Something far worse was going on than a war on the battlefields for land, money and resources. A battle was waging for their very souls.


And that battle is not lost on us. Isaiah is not the only one to tell God’s people to remember Abraham. Jesus argues with the Pharisees about this very thing in John gospel in the 8th chapter (33-58) which ends with the Jewish leaders ready to pick up stones and stone Jesus to death on the temple grounds for his claim that not only did he have a better understanding of what it meant to be God’s people, and what it meant to follow after Abraham, but that he himself knew Abraham in person – preceding him: “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” ” which really Jesus saying that he had authority over Abraham. Jesus is calling himself the ‘block’ from which we are to be hewn.


I know the apostle Simon is given the name Peter, but it is Jesus who bears the true title of ‘Rock’,  ‘the rock to make men stumble and the stone to make them fall.’ Which the apostle Peter recognizes in his letter to the church when he speaks of Jesus in 1 Peter 2:8.


This is not lost either on the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews, and though we do not know for certain who the human author is – I believe it was one of the disciples that Jesus met on the road to Emaaus (but that is another sermon or Bible study). Hebrews chapters 6 and 7 are all about the origins of our faith in the legacy of Abraham. How it is not only the bloodline, but more importantly the faith of Abraham that we are to recall; recall and honour.


In sin, we are chips off the old block of Adam. In faith we are to be chips off the old block of Abraham. In love and in our identity as God’s children – a family of faith that includes Abraham – we are to celebrate the adoption to be chips of the very block of God, through the Son of God. 


We are to remember that heritage of our faith, that legacy of love.


Canadian Pastor   Hyeong Soo Lim, 62,  of the Light Korean Presbyterian Church in Mississauga, Ont., in an interview yesterday, speaking about his captivity in North Korea, “You fight to overcome the sense of loneliness,” he said, attributing his faith and belief in God for how he got through the tough times. { http://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/canadian-pastor-remembers-his-time-in-north-korean-jail-1.3562946 }


He also commented that: ““I was deeply impressed by the reality of how precious family is,”” 
 
It is a precious and powerful thing to remember and honour our father and mother, and all our forbearers in faith. It is our calling Christ to be chips off the old block, hewn from the rock that is Christ to be God’s beloved children. 


My fellows ‘chips’, may you be so blessed and strengthened, and live up to the calling of being hewn from and yet still part o f God’s love for all His creation.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 357 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 




BoP 249          
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: The family & friends of Ron Wilson, Everley, Joe, Paul, Vincent, children returning to school

Announcements:  Welcome visitors – It is always a treat through the summer to be able to welcome special guest s and many family members back for visits or getting to know our region for the first time. A special welcome today to any and all from the Campbell reunion gathering this past week. God Bless

Memorial Services –TODAY St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th 2:30pm, Harcourt, Sept. 17th 3pm – we look forward to seeing you and our guests this year
Fall Events Calendar Available next week. Please pick up and share the information in this years events calendar. These will also be in local businesses. 

Session Meeting: There session St. Andrew’s is called to meet August 28th 7pm at St. Andrew’s Church, Clairville. A Joint Session meeting is called for August 30th 2017, 7pm at St. Mark’s, Bass River. At these meetings a Pastoral Charge meeting for the autumn will be discussed.  
Condolences – Of the congregations are extended to the family and friends of Ron Wilson who passed away suddenly this week. Service was held yesterday. The family expresses its thanks to the community for it support.
Congratulations – is extended to Bryer and Julia Stewart of Beersville who were married at the Bonar Law Common yesterday by Rev Sutherland. May they and the ir son Kayne be blessed. 

Ice Cream socials – Beersville Community Hall Wednesday nights at 6:30-8pm

Sunday School –Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Evening of music – September 9th 7pm @ Beersville Community Hall 

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. The food bank is looking for new volunteers. 
Christian Fellowship potluck – Coming up September 24th 4:30pm (meal at 5pm). Please share this with the community.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
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Simon the Tanner Acts 9:43



Mission Moments Hope in the inner city Edmonton Urban Native Ministry is one of eight Native Ministries in Canada supported by Presbyterians Sharing. The ministry serves people of Aboriginal background in Edmonton’s inner city to meet the social and spiritual needs of people struggling with complex issues of addiction, exploitation, violence, homelessness and poverty. EUNM collaborates with various churches to provide children’s ministry programs, VBS and summer camp opportunities. The history of the relationship between Aboriginal People and The Presbyterian Church in Canada has been complex and often difficult. The PCC is committed to walking with Aboriginal Peoples on a journey toward healing and reconciliation. 
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