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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Memorial Services – Bass River August 13th 2:30pm, Beersville August 20th 3pm , St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th 2:30pm, Harcourt, Sept. 17th 3pm – we look forward to seeing you and our guests this year
Summer Events Calendar Please pick up and share the information in this years events calendar. These will also be in local businesses. 

Session Meeting: There should be a meeting of St. Andrew’s session later on this month, with a Joint Session meeting sometime later. Looking for working dates. Elders should call the minister to let him know of dates that really don’t work.
This is related to a congregational meeting that should take place before the next sitting of the Presbytery in the autumn. 
 VBS –. “In the Garden” August 7th to 11th , 9am to 12pm or children of all ages. No charge. Volunteers needed! Check out the Facebook events page!!

Ice Cream socials – Beersville Community Hall Wednesday nights at 6:30-8pm

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Evening of music – TBA

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. The food bank is looking for new volunteers. 
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 4 Be still and know
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 458 Be Thou my vision
 Responsive Reading  - Psalm 17 [Pew Bible] 


 
1    Hear, O LORD, my righteous plea;
    listen to my cry.
    Give ear to my prayer—
    it does not rise from deceitful lips.
2    May my vindication come from you;
    may your eyes see what is right.
3    Though you probe my heart and examine me at night,
    though you test me, you will find nothing;
    I have resolved that my mouth will not sin.
4    As for the deeds of men—
    by the word of your lips
    I have kept myself
    from the ways of the violent.
5    My steps have held to your paths;
    my feet have not slipped.
6    I call on you, O God, for you will answer me;
    give ear to me and hear my prayer.
7    Show the wonder of your great love,
    you who save by your right hand
    those who take refuge in you from their foes.
8    Keep me as the apple of your eye;
    hide me in the shadow of your wings
9    from the wicked who assail me,
    from my mortal enemies who surround me.
10    They close up their callous hearts,
    and their mouths speak with arrogance.
11    They have tracked me down, they now surround me,
    with eyes alert, to throw me to the ground.
12    They are like a lion hungry for prey,
    like a great lion crouching in cover.
13    Rise up, O LORD, confront them, bring them down;
    rescue me from the wicked by your sword.
14    O LORD, by your hand save me from such men,
    from men of this world whose reward is in this life.
    You still the hunger of those you cherish;
    their sons have plenty,
    and they store up wealth for their children.
15    And I—in righteousness I will see your face;
    when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 479 Saviour teach me, day by day 

Prayers for Vacation Bible School

Scripture Readings:     OT – Isaiah 55:1-5

1    “Come, all you who are thirsty,
    come to the waters;
    and you who have no money,
    come, buy and eat!
    Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without cost.
2    Why spend money on what is not bread,
    and your labor on what does not satisfy?
    Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,
    and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.
3    Give ear and come to me;
    hear me, that your soul may live.
    I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
    my faithful love promised to David.
4    See, I have made him a witness to the peoples,
    a leader and commander of the peoples.
5    Surely you will summon nations you know not,
    and nations that do not know you will hasten to you,
    because of the LORD your God,
    the Holy One of Israel,
    for he has endowed you with splendor.”

                 Epistle – Romans 9:1-5

1I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 4the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised!£ Amen.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 87 O God our help in ages past
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 14:13-21

13When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.
15As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”
16Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
17“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.
18“Bring them here to me,” he said. 19And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.
Sermon: Given never to have

Life is a miracle.


Life is a miracle happening all around us every day.


When scientists look out into the universe and find planets that may perhaps contain life they are confronted with an astounding silence, because the exact conditions it would take for life as we know and experience to exist is so very remote, so very distant, that even the very slightest of change in our earth or its history – however long you measure it to be – and we simply could not be. 

In all the infinite diversity of the universe here we, as we are – and for better or worse, we exist and our existence is something very special, and rather hard to replicate; that even under nearly ideal conditions we would not be.


But for some people that is not enough. Not enough to simply have been given life.


If you tell a child about the miracle of birth, when you do that is a matter for perhaps another sermon, but when people tell the story I hope they don’t just say, ’Well we went to the hospital, and then brought you home a couple of days after.”


I know we don’t necessarily want to go too far into the details, but surely there are a few aspects of the birth of a child that we want to mention. The anticipation, the waiting, yes, the pain of it (and I am not just referring to the poor husband’s hand and fingers as the child’s mother allowed for some sharing of the experience). Then there is the wonder, the relief, and the then lifetime of worry until this point.


Paul writes to the Roman Church in order for it to start recognizing and living on what it has been given. The Romans Church was enjoying being Christians, but they did not really appreciate the gift in Paul’s view. They liked the idea of Christianity, they liked the idea of being Christian, but they did not understand just how much it meant. To be considered ‘children of God’ is no mere thing. It is not just about feeling close God in this life, but it is being welcomed into the very presence of God in everlasting life. It was about being welcomed into a covenant that was as old as the earth and humanity itself. Paul wanted the church to appreciate themselves and take their faith a lot more seriously than it had. They were not just another world religion. Neither are you.

A surgeon was explaining to a patient the intricate difficulties that when into stitching them together and fixing the internal injuries after a terrifically awful accident. 


“But Doctor, will I have scars.”


“Yes,” said the doctor, “But, with today’s plastic surgery we can get rid of most of them within the year.”


“Good!” “But Doctor will I always remember all the fear and upset from the accident.”

“Perhaps,” said the doctor, “But with today’s psychology and psychiatric drugs, we can pretty well wipe your mind of that event, or at least the worst of it, by the time your other scars heal.”


“Doctor?” asked the patient “How can you be so sure?”

“Well,” replied the doctor, “You don’t seem to have noticed or remember the last time this happened.”


Is that the kind of experience that we want to have when it comes to our Christian faith? To be given Christ is more than knowing a story in a book, or making it to church on the big important days. Having Christ means more than just being given Christ. You have been given Christ your whole life. Every Sunday you come in hear you are given Christ. Every time you open your Bible, you are given Christ. Being given, and having, are not the same.


In order for our children to begin to appreciate their own lives we need to tell them and make sure they know, how much we love and appreciate them. Too often we let the coldness of our society creep in and take away these precious offerings of life and life experience. We let the ‘systems’ handle so much now, and personal expression and interaction is lost. School systems are good, especially in our nation, but not in comparison to the learning and experience that can come from family and friends.


Church can be a system too. We let Sunday worship, and Bible Studies, and Sunday Schools and Vacation Bible Schools and Mission Groups, we let them all be the limits of our Christian life and experience. But outside of those settings, are we recognizable for our faith. Are we distinguishable from the homogeny of our society that is constantly seeking to blend us into some vague ‘every-person’ indistinguishable from the next. 

What is special about you and your experience of life? 

Does anyone know this?

Are you certain?


Our gospel lesson takes us to a hillside in Galilee, at a remote place along the sea of Galilee. Here Jesus performs a tremendous special of a miracle. Where healings and cleansings could have been done individually and in private, and the water to wine was done quietly at a private party, here Jesus openly displays his power and grace and feeds a crowd of thousands with five loaves and two fish.


There was even leftovers after everyone had their fill.


But the meaning of that event was different for everyone in that crowd. The disciples were amazed, but some of the crowd wanted to see it again. They wanted the miracles and not the faith, they wanted to be given and did not care much about what they had. 


What has God given you in miracles? What has God given you in life? Now looking at what you have been given, what do you have? What are you clinging to? Are you holding on to your faith? Are you grasping onto your feeling of Christ in you?


Paul wrote a letter to the Church in Rome. He says: “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart” that is what Paul has. He’s been given Christ, he has been giving Christ, but Paul says “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart”

I have know some tough times in my life. I have lived in utter poverty, I have worked with youth on the street and in crisis, worked with addiction groups. I have sat with the dying and their families. And I know I am not the only one here that has done this. 


Paul was feeling the pain of grief over those people who were dying and did not realize it. He was in pain over those who did not know that they had been given the gift of – not just life, but eternal life – and had rejected it. 


You and I know those who think that they are really living it up. That they are really alive and well and uplifted and empowered, and that everything is going for them, but they are dead; they are dying to life eternal. They may even know it, but they won’t admit it.


Paul wrote this part, of this letter, to wake those people up. He is saying the kind of words that we need to share with people who make little or light of having faith, of believing and knowing God. 

God loves us, God gave us life, God offers us eternal life and at no small cost, but at one that has already been paid. This is given to us.

Do you have it? 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 391 Jesus bids us shine 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in Peace 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe,  Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, Aaron, for rain, this summer’s VBS, 

Announcements:  Memorial Services – Bass River August 13th 2:30pm, Beersville August 20th 3pm , St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th 2:30pm, Harcourt, Sept. 17th 3pm – we look forward to seeing you and our guests this year
Summer Events Calendar Please pick up and share the information in this years events calendar. These will also be in local businesses. 

Session Meeting: There should be a meeting of St. Andrew’s session later on this month, with a Joint Session meeting sometime later. Looking for working dates. Elders should call the minister to let him know of dates that really don’t work.
This is related to a congregational meeting that should take place before the next sitting of the Presbytery in the autumn. 
 VBS –. “In the Garden” August 7th to 11th , 9am to 12pm or children of all ages. No charge. Volunteers needed! Check out the Facebook events page!!

Ice Cream socials – Beersville Community Hall Wednesday nights at 6:30-8pm

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Evening of music – TBA

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. The food bank is looking for new volunteers. 
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
  Mission Moments:  Care that endures in Nepal  When 11-year-old Madan fell from a tree, he suffered injuries that left him bedridden and covered in painful sores.  When his health didn’t improve, his family took him to a Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported clinic in a remote region of Nepal.  There he received treatment, physiotherapy and a wheelchair – but the assistance didn’t end there.  When Madan wanted to attend school, local partners advocated for the addition of an accessibility ramp at a nearby school to accommodate his wheelchair.  Madan’s time at school, alongside supportive friends, was empowering.  Today, he is taking college courses and aspiring to complete a master’s degree.  Madan is grateful for the support that not only treated his illness, but also helped him build a future of hope and opportunity. 
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