A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organist: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Dolly MacDonald, Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson, 

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com 
pccweb.ca/brpc

July 16th 2017 – Pentecost VII

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  Summer Events Calendar Please pick up and share the information in this years events calendar. These will also be in local businesses. 

VBS – There will be a planning meeting Thursday at 7pm at the manse in Beersville. “In the Garden” August 7th to 11th for children of all ages, no charge. Volunteers needed

Memorial Services – St. Matthew’s Clairville July 23rd, Beersville August 20th, St Mark’s, Bass River August 13th, St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th, Harcourt tba
Evening of music – TBA

Sunday School –There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Free Concert- Monday July 17, 7pm with Joe Zambon, hosted at St. Louis de Gozanque n Richibucto, all are welcome
Condolences – to the family and friends of Olive Keswick. Service will be held this Wednesday at 11am at Thompson’s Funeral home, Richibucto.
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. The food bank is looking for new volunteers. 
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
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Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 3 As the deer pants 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 441 Can a little child like me

  
    BoP 566

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 65[Pew Bible] 

1    Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed.
2    O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.
3    Iniquities prevail against me: as for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them away.
4    Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple.
5    By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God of our salvation; who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea:
6    Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains; being girded with power:
7    Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the people.
8    They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at thy tokens: thou makest the outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice.
9    Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it.
10    Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof.
11    Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness.
12    They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every side.
13    The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing.
KJV

For the director of music. A psalm of David. A song.
1    Praise awaits£ you, O God, in Zion;
    to you our vows will be fulfilled.
2    O you who hear prayer,
    to you all men will come.
3    When we were overwhelmed by sins,
    you forgave£ our transgressions.
4    Blessed are those you choose
    and bring near to live in your courts!
    We are filled with the good things of your house,
    of your holy temple.
5    You answer us with awesome deeds of righteousness,
    O God our Savior,
    the hope of all the ends of the earth
    and of the farthest seas,
6    who formed the mountains by your power,
    having armed yourself with strength,
7    who stilled the roaring of the seas,
    the roaring of their waves,
    and the turmoil of the nations.
8    Those living far away fear your wonders;
    where morning dawns and evening fades
    you call forth songs of joy.
9    You care for the land and water it;
    you enrich it abundantly.
    The streams of God are filled with water
    to provide the people with grain,
    for so you have ordained it.£
10    You drench its furrows
    and level its ridges;
    you soften it with showers
    and bless its crops.
11    You crown the year with your bounty,
    and your carts overflow with abundance.
12    The grasslands of the desert overflow;
    the hills are clothed with gladness.
13    The meadows are covered with flocks
    and the valleys are mantled with grain;
    they shout for joy and sing.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 12 Church in the wildwood 
  
    BoP 328

Scripture Readings:    OT – Isaiah 55:10-13 

10For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 11So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 12For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. KJV

10    As the rain and the snow
    come down from heaven,
    and do not return to it
    without watering the earth
    and making it bud and flourish,
    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
11    so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
    It will not return to me empty,
    but will accomplish what I desire
    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
12    You will go out in joy
    and be led forth in peace;
    the mountains and hills
    will burst into song before you,
    and all the trees of the field
    will clap their hands.
13    Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree,
    and instead of briers the myrtle will grow.
    This will be for the LORD’S renown,
    for an everlasting sign,
    which will not be destroyed.”
NIV

                             Epistle – Romans 8:1-11

1There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 3For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 4That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 5For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
10And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
KJV

1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,£ 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature,£ God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.£ And so he condemned sin in sinful man,£ 4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
5Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6The mind of sinful man£ is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful mind£ is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.
9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 517 See Israel’s gentle Shepherd stand

  
    
BoP 339

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

1The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 2And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 3And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, “Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 

4And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: 5Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: 

6And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 

7And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 

8But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 9Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

18Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 

19When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. 

20But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 

21Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. 

22He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 

23But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. KJV

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3Then he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 

5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 

7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 

8Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9He who has ears, let him hear.”
18“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
NIV
Sermon: God’s full words

Is it a comfort or do you find it a bit ominous that Jesus description of how the word of God is received by the world seems to say that a lot of the time what is said and done does NOT give the results we hope for?


I have been away for two weeks and the problem I always have when I go away in the summer, even though I need to go away for at least a little while each summer is when I get back the state of my garden is pretty rough. 

I work the soil, I add fertilizer to it, water it but after the seed is sown – left to its own, gardens will grow as they grow; or not as is the case in some rows. 

That’s the image of our parable in the gospel text this week. The sower goes out and puts the seed over the ground and the ground is covered, but the ground is not all the same. 


Some of the ground is poor ground for planting and growing. Some of the ground in this parable would do well with a bit of tilling and tending, but that is not part of the parable.

As a gardener I always get grumpy with the sower. Before any planting it is important to prepare the soil to receive the seed. The soil needs to be turned up, aerated, fertilized perhaps. 


If this parable is supposed to be a metaphor for Christian ministry and mission then why does it not say anything about getting the people ready to receive the word God calls on each one of us to spread.


But that is just it. If we always wait around for conditions to be made perfect for us, the way we think things should be, so that every seed falls perfectly in perfect soil, nothing will be planted when it needs to be. Even more, we are waiting for conditions that we think will be perfect, and not the conditions that God has set. Christian ministry does not always happen under ideal circumstances. The seed must be spread on the field, not on just part of the field, but on the whole field. 


We have to learn to accept the futility of this. There is dry, hard, thorny, stony ground out there. Have we figured out what to do if most of the work we as a church may do will not result in a crop. If we know ahead that 75% of our crop will fail, do we not try at all.


Isaiah speaks confidently into the dire conditions of the exile in Babylon. He proclaims to the people that the world of God is succeeding, even though there are adverse conditions and our confidence should be in that word. God’s word is full, and it will be fulfilled.


Our ministry is not to get all the conditions ready so that the word of God has to succeed and everyone will go to church and everyone will come to our church especially; but the mission Jesus places on his disciples and on us is simply to do our best. Go and sow the seed.      


Some of what we say will land on deaf ears and barely make any change in anyone’s life, other times we will see things begin to happen and then it will fizzle out, and we might even watch as a seemingly good crop is overrun by weeds and thorns.


But we cannot see into someone’s soul to know the kind of ground that God has prepared there. We need to put the seed to the ground that God has prepared and not depend on our own prejudices. Just put the word out.


What word is that? As a minister of the Word I am sent out with particular gifts and resources to do some of this work. As any good farmer will tell you, planting a single strain in any crop or in any blood-line of livestock is dangerous. Whether we look to the breeding advice from Jacob in his father-in-laws herds back in Genesis or the wisdom gained by the potato famine, we each must plant the various seeds we are given. It is the Church that is called to sow the seeds of faith in the world.


We, the Church, need to trust that the word of God will do what it is intended to do, and that might not be what we want or expect, but that is not up to us. We are simply called to share honestly who we are and what experience we have been given through our journey of faith. 


Because God knows what seeds will land on good soil, and God knows the fruitfulness that is possible.


The disciples certainly would have had trouble accepting that not all their work would succeed. Our measure of success is not about measuring our failures, but by celebrating God’s success. A good crop planted in a good field yields far more than enough to make up for all the failed crop. 

We could get caught up in what we wanted to happen, or we could recognize and celebrate what God has done, and the overwhelming good that it is.

Isaiah tells God’s people to celebrate that God’s word does exactly what God intends it to do. Our desire is the success of God’s will. When we put our own desires before God’s will we become like hardened or rocky soil – not willing to receive anything. That is the binding force of the laws of sin and death.

But the apostle Paul offers us words to cling to; a new and living hope that our hardness and our misunderstanding can be overturned and we can be transformed into a rich soil; ready to bear the fruit of God’s grace to us. 

We are freed from the sinful nature that says what we have always been we have to always be. We have been freed in Christ to be engaged by the Holy Spirit’s will to reencounter and be reseeded with God’s gifts. 

The Church can never, therefore, become stagnate, it is made new every day in the grace that is continually offered in Jesus, who came to do more than just tell us interesting stories and parables, or to teach wisdom and offer a revised understanding of the Bible. Jesus came to offer us forgiveness and a chance to encounter the whole, full and fulfilling Word of God in Him.

And we can only know Christ, by loving as He would love. We are invited to draw close to Christ through sharing our life’s journey with him and to him with one another and with the fields God has called us to sow with the truth of His word.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 481 Blest be the tie that binds  




BoP 318          
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Everley, Joe, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, Vincent, 
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Mission Moments The Sacrament of the Ordinary Your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are providing grants to nine new congregational developments in Canada. One of these, Two Rivers Church, began as a small group of friends who felt the call to come together as a church in downtown Guelph, Ontario. A biweekly Living Room gathering brings people together for a meal and conversation. The “Sacrament of the Ordinary” encourages participants to share something from the past week which caused them to reflect on the presence of grace in the mundane or routine. Rev. Glen Soderholm shares, “I think what we want to cultivate is a deeper attunement to the reality of God with us in every detail of our lives. By hearing each other’s reflections, we become opened to this possibility in all of our daily lives.” 
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