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July 23rd 2017 – Pentecost VIII

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Memorial Services – Today St. Matthew’s Clairville July 23rd, Beersville August 20th, Bass River August 13th, St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th, Harcourt tba
Summer Events Calendar Please pick up and share the information in this years events calendar. These will also be in local businesses. 

Congratulations to Ryan & Taralynn Landry married yesterday at St. Paul’s In Brown’s Yard.

VBS – Final Planning meeting on Thursday August 3rd . Watch for the Facebook events page!!

Ice Cream socials – Beersville Community Hall Wednesday nights at 6:30-8:00

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

 Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
VBS – There will be a planning meeting Thursday at 7pm at the manse in Beersville. “In the Garden” August 7th to 11th for children of all ages, no charge. Volunteers needed

Evening of music – TBA

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. The food bank is looking for new volunteers. 
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 12 Be Glorified

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: songs 161 Safe in the Arms of Jesus
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 139 [Pew Bible] 



1    O LORD, you have searched me
    and you know me.
2    You know when I sit and when I rise;
    you perceive my thoughts from afar.
3    You discern my going out and my lying down;
    you are familiar with all my ways.
4    Before a word is on my tongue
    you know it completely, O LORD.
5    You hem me in—behind and before;
    you have laid your hand upon me.
6    Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
    too lofty for me to attain.
7    Where can I go from your Spirit?
    Where can I flee from your presence?
8    If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
    if I make my bed in the depths,£ you are there.
9    If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
    if I settle on the far side of the sea,
10    even there your hand will guide me,
    your right hand will hold me fast.
11    If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me
    and the light become night around me,”
12    even the darkness will not be dark to you;
    the night will shine like the day,
    for darkness is as light to you.
13    For you created my inmost being;
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14    I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
    your works are wonderful,
    I know that full well.
15    My frame was not hidden from you
    when I was made in the secret place.
    When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,
16    your eyes saw my unformed body.
    All the days ordained for me
    were written in your book
    before one of them came to be.
17    How precious to£ me are your thoughts, O God!
    How vast is the sum of them!
18    Were I to count them,
    they would outnumber the grains of sand.
    When I awake,
    I am still with you.
19    If only you would slay the wicked, O God!
    Away from me, you bloodthirsty men!
20    They speak of you with evil intent;
    your adversaries misuse your name.
21    Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD,
    and abhor those who rise up against you?
22    I have nothing but hatred for them;
    I count them my enemies.
23    Search me, O God, and know my heart;
    test me and know my anxious thoughts.
24    See if there is any offensive way in me,
    and lead me in the way everlasting.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 393 There were ninety and nine 

Scripture Readings:     NT – Genesis 28:10-19

10Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 11When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. 12He had a dream in which he saw a stairway£ resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13There above it£ stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
16When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”
18Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. 19He called that place Bethel,£ though the city used to be called Luz.

                 Epistle – Romans 8:12-25

12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.£ And by him we cry, “Abba,£ Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that£ the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 110 I am Thine O Lord

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

24Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
27“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’
28“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
29“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”
36Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
37He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
40“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.
Sermon: Living at the gate of heaven
How close are you to heaven? How close do you feel?

Superstitiously, we sometimes think about those who are young as being close to heaven, as if they were formed from heaven, and are recent arrivals from there. And that is pretty much the stuff of fancy that the mormons do believe, along with certain other world religions. 


However, and what is most common is that we regard the elderly or perhaps even the chronically sick as being close to heaven.


But what God’s word reveals to us, though both Jesus and the prophet preceding Jesus, John who baptized him, that the kingdom of God is coming, and is near, and in Christ is now here. That is equal to all. We can all potential live at the very gates of heaven. We are invited to find our dwelling place close to God and not be far off.


The world will till you that there is a big difference, a giant span, a great gulf between earth and heaven, between life and death. But Jesus ministry, culminating in His death and resurrection bridges this impossible gap, and brings us close to the very brink of heaven. 


So Jesus calls on us to understand this gift we are being given, and teaching using parables he helps us acknowledge our own need for discernment. The world will tell you that there is no right or wrong, only what makes you feel good or bad right now. God sees the consequences, and while good and bad, right and wrong can live together and even grow together equally, it is only the good that God will take onto the greater purpose and the goal of heaven; gathered into the heavenly storehouse.


Christ Jesus sows the seeds of good gifts and good teachings among us. I can stand here Sunday by Sunday and share insights on God’s word and the revelation of God in our lives and offer what understanding of prophecy concerning in life in general. You can be given all sorts of experience and testimony, and have handed to you every legacy of faith from your forbearers, but if the work of Christ’s hand, and these other gifts of the Spirit are rejected, who will be counted as which.


While we can’t know for certain, we can discern. While we do not judge we may in recognition see at the very least our own spiritual state and know what kind of example of faith we are showing to others. Our families, and those who know us best, they are not fooled by us being good. They know our sins, and so if we present ourselves to them as righteous and as deserving of heaven we actually come across as foolish. 


It is better then not to appear righteous, but to be recognizably redeemed. Not perfect, but as one humble enough to admit the need to be perfected.


Jacob, who would be called Israel, was given the vision of his own place at the base of the stairway leading to heaven. For him it became a calling to return to a certain place in the world and to build up God’s people from their. Be in that same instance he realized, that as he went on his journey he moved with a continual connect to God. A relationship that was not just tied to a place.


Our faith must journey with us, even though it brings us back here. Though we might be more sensitive to our closeness to God’s kingdom here in this place and in this fellowship, our connection to God and our purpose in God does not diminish when we go out hose doors. So that while we come in and say, “Surely the Lord is in this place” we must also discover God’s plan and purpose for beyond these walls and make our lives of faith something that those beyond these walls will be inspired by in their own journey of faith.


That is the kind of thing that the apostle Paul speaks of when he refers to ‘the glory that will be revealed in us’. 


Think about that. God has given his faithful the blessing that glory is going to be revealed in you, but if it comes across that we are talking about our own glory, who we want to be see as, then the vision of glory is going to be pretty cheap. But if we are seen, and can be recognized, that God’s glory is seen in us, then what will be revealed will be something worth seeing, and you will be a part of God illuminating and the strengthening the purpose of the people of God throughout the world.


God promised to inspire through Jacob, and through Israel’s offspring. But that promise is not left with Jacob alone anymore but is offered to all who will put off their sinful nature and do as Christ says, and ‘take up their cross and follow Him’.


That’s no small thing, but because of Christ and because of his sacrifice for our sins we are no longer required to take up the cross of sin and death, but to lift crosses of love and the costs of mercy and peace calm the fears and ease the doubts of those who are lost on their spiritual journey, who do not realize just how close Christ kingdom ease; coming and even here.


We can all of us, sit down and be arrest on the doorstep of heaven, and by heaven’s gate find our rest and our peace throughout all our lives; not just at life’s beginning or what we think of as its end.   


Set your peace and resting place to be on Christ, a rock that may cause us to stumble and fall, but not unlike Jacob’s stone our Rock of Ages is our hiding place, wherever God calls us to live as living testimony, even pillars of faith. 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 397 Rock of Ages, cleft for me

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe,  Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, Aaron, this summer’s VBS, the family and friends of Olive Keswick, John & Paula.
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  Mission Moments:  Singing songs of joy in Malawi Presbyterian World Service & Development’s Building Sustainable Livelihoods program in Malawi supports orphans and vulnerable children, women, and people living with HIV and AIDS to overcome poverty and build hopeful futures. One way this is accomplished is through self-help groups. Last year, 22 groups were established, enabling vulnerable women to save and borrow loans to better care for their families. With her loan, a woman transformed her life. She opened a small grocery stall. Today she earns enough to be self-supporting, buy food and hygiene supplies for her family and pay her son’s college tuition. “I am really grateful to this project. It is there to empower us,” she says. “We are now singing songs of joy.”
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