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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  Memorial Services –Beersville August 20th, Bass River August 13th, St Andrew’s Clairville August 27th, Harcourt, Sept. 17th 3pm
Summer Events Calendar Please pick up and share the information in this years events calendar. These will also be in local businesses. 

VBS –Ice Cream socials – Beersville Community Hall Wednesday nights at 6:30-8pm

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
VBS – Final Planning meeting on Thursday August 3rd . There will be a planning meeting Thursday at 7pm at the manse in Beersville. “In the Garden” August 7th to 11th for children of all ages, no charge. Volunteers needed Check out the Facebook events page!!

Evening of music – TBA

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. The food bank is looking for new volunteers. 
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 7 Jesus, name above all names

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: insert 136 Out of my bondage, Jesus I come

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 119:129-136[Pew Bible] 

פ Pe
129    Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep them.
130    The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.
131    I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed for thy commandments.
132    Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou usest to do unto those that love thy name.
133    Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.
134    Deliver me from the oppression of man: so will I keep thy precepts.
135    Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; and teach me thy statutes.
136    Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law.
KJV

129    Your statutes are wonderful;
    therefore I obey them.
130    The unfolding of your words gives light;
    it gives understanding to the simple.
131    I open my mouth and pant,
    longing for your commands.
132    Turn to me and have mercy on me,
    as you always do to those who love your name.
133    Direct my footsteps according to your word;
    let no sin rule over me.
134    Redeem me from the oppression of men,
    that I may obey your precepts.
135    Make your face shine upon your servant
    and teach me your decrees.
136    Streams of tears flow from my eyes,
    for your law is not obeyed. NIV
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 377 Standing by a purpose true

  
    BoP 459

Scripture Readings:   OT – Genesis 29:15-28

15And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be? 16And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured. 18And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. 19And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man: abide with me. 20And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her. 21And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 22And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast. 23And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto her. 24And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid. 25And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? 26And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 27Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years. 28And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also. 

KJV

After Jacob had stayed with him for a whole month, 15Laban said to him, “Just because you are a relative of mine, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be.”
16Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17Leah had weak£ eyes, but Rachel was lovely in form, and beautiful. 18Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel.”
19Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay here with me.” 20So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.
21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want to lie with her.”
22So Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast. 23But when evening came, he took his daughter Leah and gave her to Jacob, and Jacob lay with her. 24And Laban gave his servant girl Zilpah to his daughter as her maidservant.
25When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?”
26Laban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one. 27Finish this daughter’s bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work.”
28And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. 
NIV
                             Epistle – Romans 8:26-39

26Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 28And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
31What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 33Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. 34Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
KJV

26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,£ who£ have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:
    “For your sake we face death all day long;
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”£
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,£ neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 574 With the Lord as my guide

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

31Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 32Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.”

 33Another parable spake he unto them; “The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.”

44“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.”

 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.”

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 48Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.”

49 “So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 50And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 

51Jesus saith unto them, “Have ye understood all these things?” 

They say unto him, “Yea, Lord.”

 52Then said he unto them, “Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.” KJV

31He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.”
33He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount£ of flour until it worked all through the dough.”
 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
47“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.
“Yes,” they replied.
52He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”
 NIV
Sermon: New treasures of the kingdom

A part of every Christian’s faith concerns an understanding of heaven. For some people it is simply the place you go when you die, or the state of being you enter when this life ends; however you interpret Christian death.

Author C.S. Lewis says: “A continual looking forward to the eternal world is not a form of escapism or wishful thinking, but one of the things a Christian is meant to do. It does not mean that we are to leave the present world as it is. If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did the most for the present world were just those who thought most of the next.”

Preacher and writer John Newton, who wrote the hymn Amazing Grace, once said of heaven: “If I ever reach heaven, I expect to find three wonders there: first, to meet some I had not thought to see there; second, to miss some I had expected to see there; and third, the greatest wonder of all, to find myself there.”

Christians expect a lot of heaven – rightly – but often get accused of escaping what is going on in the world with , ‘pie in the sky’ religion. But deeply true Christian faith does not need to, nor does it even seek to look to some after-life to consider a closeness to God or a life of joy and contentment. We live and believe in a heavenly closeness to God in the life we share as a people of God here and now. We are not trying to escape the world, but to bring the world and all creation into the praise of God.

It is important to keep heaven in its context and not to try and bring heaven down. Too often our view of heaven is clouded by dreams of opulence, or resorts and spas, of mystic powers and angelic forms, and so the true treasures of heaven become lost and hidden. Reformer Martin Luther warned us this way, saying: “I would not give one moment of heaven for all the joys and riches of the world, even if it lasted for thousands and thousands of years.”

Last week we examined Jacob/Israel and his vision of a stairway to heaven, and we thought about what it meant to be sitting on the front doorstep of heaven. To realize that through all of life, we are not far from God but invited to find our rest right at the very gates of heaven (and not just at life’s beginning or end, but all the way through our life as we journey in faith), is to realize that all the while we have been longing for our heavenly home, we have been invited to live our lives as though we are already in it.

And so we come to the understanding that Jesus offers through the parables he shared about the kingdom of God that invite us to a heaven that is not only coming, not only near, but because of Christ Jesus the kingdom of heaven is now here. Jesus said, when the Pharisees questioned him (Luke 17:20-21) “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.”

Dwight Lyman (D.L.) Moody, an American evangelist and publisher, “How far away is heaven? It is not so far as some imagine. It wasn’t very far from Daniel. It was not so far off that Elijah’s prayer and those of others could not be heard there. (Those) full of the Spirit can look right into heaven.” And before we discredit him as a simply a ‘Holiness’ preacher, in this he is not saying that we cannot sin, but simply that we can be inspired as Daniel and Elijah were. Or as Paul spoke of [in 2 Corinthians 12:2-4], “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows”

What is this close thing that we are meant then, to seek, embrace and yet at the same time look forward to? 


Well, as was shown in the quote from Moody, heaven is meant to be inspiring. I have mentioned before how in the Orthodox Christian faith, sanctuaries and church buildings are designed and decorated to represent heaven in order to inspire the worship of those who are not yet in heaven and to help you feel like what it must be like to be in heaven. That of course has a shortfall when you think of heaven as only being confined to one past era of construction, but that the space should inspire worship is and should not be lost on us. Our church building should inspire us and should resemble heaven in some way, especially in the fellowship we keep and encourage in this place. Not just our idea of heaven, but seeking after what God’s truth of heaven truly is.

Heaven is not just a reward for good people. It is not some just reward for the just. And it is certainly not place for self-entitled, self-righteous, self-gratifying individuals who think they are worthy. 

Prolific author, and a good guide to understanding deeper truths of Christian faith, Lewis Sperry Chafer wrote, “Anyone can devise a plan by which good people may go to heaven. Only God can devise a plan whereby sinners, who are his enemies, can go to heaven.”

Heaven is only open to those who know that they are not worthy; who are in awe and trembling at its open door; and who hope that they have given to God their very best response for God’s life-long guidance and grace that brings them to that door. 

Evangelist Billy Graham – who is turning a hundred this November – says, “I’m not going to heaven because I’ve preached to great crowds of people. I’m going to heaven because Christ died on that cross. None of us are going to heaven because we’re good. And we’re not going to heaven because we’ve worked. We’re not going to heaven because we pray and accept Christ. We’re going to heaven because of what he did on the cross. All I have to do is receive him. And it’s so easy to receive Christ that millions stumble over its sheer simplicity.”

You did not build heaven, you did not make the conditions by which you can get into heaven, not one of us deserves heaven, and yet we are welcome into God’s heavenly kingdom. And not just welcome, but will be received in heaven as heirs.

You think this life is a gift. You think this is good. This life and this time together is but a chance to put our foot up on the step and be welcomed.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 742 Lead on O King Eternal 




BoP 509          
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 20 Go now in peace  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:: Everley, Joe, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, Vincent, 

Mission Moments Administering change Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help administer the Avondbloem Fund, established by George and Evelyn van Beek in 1981. This legacy gift supports practical, creative PCC projects that spread the message of Christ. The Raw Carrot Soup Enterprise, a ministry of Paris Presbyterian Church, received a grant to help grow its innovative work. Staff members—who are on social assistance or living with barriers to traditional employment—prepare healthy, homemade soups and stews that are sold in the Paris community and beyond. Proceeds from the sales provide their salaries. Currently, eight people are employed—and two more Raw Carrots will be opening in the next year! This initiative builds self-confidence, provides job training and job creation—a living example of Christ's message of love and hope.
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