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November 12th 2017 - Pentecost XXVII

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 7 Glorify Thy Name

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: songs 46 Standing on the promises

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 70 [Pew Bible] 



 
1    Hasten, O God, to save me;
    O LORD, come quickly to help me.
2    May those who seek my life
    be put to shame and confusion;
    may all who desire my ruin
    be turned back in disgrace.
3    May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!”
    turn back because of their shame.
4    But may all who seek you
    rejoice and be glad in you;
    may those who love your salvation always say,
    “Let God be exalted!”
5    Yet I am poor and needy;
    come quickly to me, O God.
    You are my help and my deliverer;
    O LORD, do not delay.
Children’s story – ‘Because I said so…’

Children’s Hymn: BoP 431 What a friend we have in Jesus 

Scripture Readings:      OT – Joshua 24:14-25

1Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God.
2Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River£ and worshiped other gods. 3But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the River and led him throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt.
5“‘Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians by what I did there, and I brought you out. 6When I brought your fathers out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued them with chariots and horsemen£ as far as the Red Sea.£ 7But they cried to the LORD for help, and he put darkness between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea over them and covered them. You saw with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in the desert for a long time.
8“‘I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from before you, and you took possession of their land. 9When Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam son of Beor to put a curse on you. 10But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and again, and I delivered you out of his hand.
11“‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into your hands. 12I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you—also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 13So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.’
14“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 17It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God.”

19Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.”

21But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.”

22Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD.”

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.

23“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.”

24And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.”

25On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he drew up for them decrees and laws. 26And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD.


                 Epistle – 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

13Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage each other with these words.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 362 Lord of all power
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 25:1-13

1“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
6“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
7“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
9“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
10“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
11“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’
12“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’
13“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
Sermon: Give me oil . . .

Faithfulness is term we often use to describe someone ability to be faithful over time, but like the lesson of the oil the gospel offers us into a our own fragile state if our faith does not have depth to it. Faith is the face that we put on in times of trouble, in times of debate, and in times of greatest joy. It is more than personae though, it is the courageous display of our own very personal position on life and its meaning. 

And our faith is not always right. Our world will tell us that what we want to believe is the right thing for us and no one has the right to disagree with your personal belief. That is wrong; worse than wrong it is ignorant breeding ignorance. In a world that acclaims the power of reason and the instrument of science, to say that we should not challenge wrong or harmful beliefs is a cowardly stance. 

One of the key beliefs of our denomination is that the best way to worship God and live a life of faith has not already been invented. That, in light of the world [or in the face of the darkness of this world], we must reform what we believe. That while we exercise the same faith in Jesus Christ as our forbearers in faith, we have a responsibility to be relative and relatable to the generation that is before us here. 

In the same way that Joshua could not speak to God’s people as Moses did, he was still called to lead them in the promised land, and to teach them to keep that promise for not just themselves but to have the depth of faith to pass that promise on to future generations and proclaim that promise to the nations of the world. 

But we as faithful Christians need to have more than a passing glance knowledge about what we believe. We need to have spent more than a day working on what we believe and we need to challenging the presumptions of faith against the observable; hearing and trying to understand the arguments of others; working together to discern God’s voice of truth in the mass cacophony – the clanging gong – of our world.

An elderly lady was well known for her faith and for her boldness and talking about it. She would stand on her front porch and shout, "Praise the Lord!" 
Next door to her lived an atheist who would get so angry at her proclamations he would shout, "There ain't no Lord!!" 
Hard times set in on the elderly lady and she prayed for God to send her some assistance. She stood on her porch and shouted, "Praise the Lord!! God, I need FOOD!! I am having a hard time. Please, Lord, send me some groceries!!" 
The next morning, the lady went out on her porch and saw a large bag of groceries and shouted, "Praise the Lord!!" 
The neighbor jumped from behind a bush and said, "Ha Ha!! I told you there was no Lord. I bought those groceries. God didn't." 
The lady started jumping up and down and clapping her hands and saying, "PRAISE THE LORD!!! He not only sent me groceries, but He made the devil pay for them!!" 
Joshua challenged the faith of the people of God. He challenged them by reminding them that their faithlessness meant that they deserved to be destroyed; that God would say to them, “I do not know you.”. He drew the line in the sand told them they could not cross into the promised land because that was the land open only to those willing to keep promises made to God.  

Jesus 

There were two men shipwrecked on this island. The minute they got on to the island one of them started screaming and yelling, "We're going to die! We're going to die! There's no food! No water! We're going to die!" 
The second man was propped up against a palm tree and acting so calmly that it drove the first man crazy. "Don't you understand?!? We're going to die!!" 
The second man replied, "You don't understand. I make $100,000 a week." 
The first man looked at him quite dumbfounded and asked, "What difference does that make?!? We're on an island with no food and no water! We're going to DIE!!!" 
The second man answered, "You just don't get it. I make $100,000 a week and I tithe ten percent on that $100,000 per week. My pastor will find me!" 
I hope your faith is in more than me. I hope your faith is in more than this denomination and the stances it makes, the stands it takes. We belong to a wonderful denomination, but the Church is much larger, and the truth we cling to much greater. 

The Lord is coming, and the strength of our faith must endure a dark night. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 425 How firm a foundation

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 28 We celebrate the gifts we share
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Maxine, Paul, Juanita, Davy (7th birthday) St Andrew’s

Announcements:  Pastoral Charge Meeting Scheduled For November 20th at 7pm hosted at St James Presbyterian Church in Beersville to receive the revised proposal from the Session.
Session – The Session of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church is called to meet 

Santa’s Helpers – our annual campaign of helping children and families of our community begins. Rev. Sutherland has a number of decorations with the child’s name and the gift sought. Gifts should be bought and turned in by December 10th. Special thanks to Cheryl Warman for help in organizing this year’s campaign.

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship. 

Christmas Kitchen Party Saturday, December 2nd 2017 6:30-8:30 at the Bass River Fair Hall It’s an evening of fun and fellowship as the community gathers for carol singing and entertainment. Contact Elma Campbell 785-4498

Christmas Carolling Gospel Fellowship - Saturday December 10th 7pm at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River. All are welcome
Christmas Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses, Please share as a part of your mission to the community. 

Craft Sale - Saturday, November 18th from 9am-2pm. Rexton Elementary School's annual Craft Sale will be held on. Over 60 exhibitors, crafts, baked goods & musical entertainment! Admission $5 adults, $3 for seniors Funds raised go towards RES's learning environment. 
Community Carol Sing - Dec. 22nd 6pm at the Beersville Community Centre We come together for evenings of song & fellowship. All welcome

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
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 Mission Moments: Take the Advent Challenge! During the Advent season, we celebrate God’s amazing gift— Jesus! This gift changed the world. Inspired by God’s overwhelming generosity, we too work to make a difference for our sisters and brothers across the globe. Each week of Advent, Presbyterian World Service & Development challenges individuals and congregations to share the gifts of hope, peace, joy and love with those living in some of the most vulnerable communities in the world. In the midst of poverty, injustice and disaster, the Christ light shines. To help create bright futures through the Advent Challenge, visit WeRespond.ca/advent-challenge.  

6
6

