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October 15th 2017 - Pentecost XXIII

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Pastoral Charge Meeting Postponed 

Session & Treasurers are called to meet on Tuesday October 23rd , 7pm at Zion. Congratulations: – Yesterday, Rev. Sutherland had the honour of joining Mr. Brodie Mundle and MS. Courtney Strachan in Holy Matrimony. Our prayers are with them and their son Tucker as they grow as a family together.

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Craft, bake and Yard Sale October 21st 9-1pm at the Bass River Fair Hall

Gospel Concert – Harvest & Memory October 25th 7pm at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River 

Breakfast  - October 28 at the Beersville Community Centre. 7:30-10am.

Supper – October 28th 4-6pm Ham and Scallop Potato dinner in support of the Bass River Fair Hall.

Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses.
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 1 A new commandment

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 47 O praise the Lord for he is good

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 23 [Pew Bible] 

1    The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.
2    He makes me lie down in green pastures,
    he leads me beside quiet waters,
3    he restores my soul.
    He guides me in paths of righteousness
    for his name’s sake.
4    Even though I walk
    through the valley of the shadow of death,£
    I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
    your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
5    You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
    You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6    Surely goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD
    forever.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus 

Scripture Readings:     NT – Exodus 32:1-14

1When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods£ who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”
2Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods,£ O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”
5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD.” 6So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings.£ Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.
7Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’
9“I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 10Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.”
11But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” 14Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.

                 Epistle – Philippians 4:1-9

1Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!
2I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow,£ help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 83 Revive us again

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 22:1-14

1Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
4“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
5“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
8“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless.
13“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
14“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
Sermon: The Chosen chosen

God asks no one whether he will accept life. This is not the choice. The only choice you have as you go through life is how you will live it.

Bernard Meltzer

Whoever is on God’s side is on the winning side and cannot lose; whoever is on the other side is on the losing side and cannot win. Here there is no chance, no gamble. There is freedom to choose which side we shall be on but no freedom to negotiate the results of the choice once it is made. By the mercy of God we may repent a wrong choice and alter the consequences by making a new and right choice. Beyond that we cannot go.

A. W. Tozer (1897–1963)
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 433 Give me oil in my lamp

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 25 ‘Midst prayers of thanks 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Maxine, Paul, Juanita, the family and friends of Murray Hannah, Brodie & Courtney and Tucker , St Andrew’s, the Synod of the Atlantic Provinces
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  Mission Moments: World Food Day (October 16) Today, 800 million people worldwide go to bed with an empty stomach. The majority of the world’s hungry people are subsistence farmers. These farmers struggle to cultivate plentiful harvests in the midst of a changing climate, which brings unpredictable and extreme weather events that devastate crops. The Canadian Foodgrains Bank’s Climate Fund is a way for Canadians to respond to families impacted by climate change. This year, donations to the Climate Fund will support PWS&D’s agro-ecological and food security project in Guatemala. The project has been transformative for Catalina, a farmer who received support to adapt to climate change, grow more vegetables and improve her family’s nutrition. “I am grateful that we can see another way to live a healthy life,” she says. 
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