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October 1st 2017 - Pentecost XXI – World Communion Sunday

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Pastoral Charge Meeting Tuesday October 23rd , 7pm at TBA. There will be a meeting to decide on the proposed changes to the ministry & stipend to half-time. 

Communion – The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as a part of our worship October 1st and October 8th. Please share this with others.

Christian Fellowship potluck – TODAY! October 1st at 4:30 pm at the Bass River Fair Hall. All are welcome  

Condolences – The prayers and condolences of the congregation are extended to the family and friends of Leona “Onie” MacWilliam, and also with those of Mr. “Everett” Rivard Melanson. 

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses.
Supper – October 27th 4-6pm Ham and Scallop Potato dinner in support of the Bass River Fair Hall.

Breakfast  - October 28 at the Beersville Community Centre. 7:30-10am.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 8 Give thanks with a grateful heart

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 567 Come ye thankful people, come
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 78:1-8 [Pew Bible] 




1    O my people, hear my teaching;
    listen to the words of my mouth.
2    I will open my mouth in parables,
    I will utter hidden things, things from of old—
3    what we have heard and known,
    what our fathers have told us.
4    We will not hide them from their children;
    we will tell the next generation
    the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD,
    his power, and the wonders he has done.
5    He decreed statutes for Jacob
    and established the law in Israel,
    which he commanded our forefathers
    to teach their children,
6    so the next generation would know them,
    even the children yet to be born,
    and they in turn would tell their children.
7    Then they would put their trust in God
    and would not forget his deeds
    but would keep his commands.
8    They would not be like their forefathers—
    a stubborn and rebellious generation,
    whose hearts were not loyal to God,
    whose spirits were not faithful to him.
Children’s story – Same old story
Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me this I know
Scripture Readings:     OT – Exodus 17:1-7

1The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”
3But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”
4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
5The LORD answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the place Massah£ and Meribah£ because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

                 Epistle – Philippians 2:1-13

1If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
6    Who, being in very nature£ God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
7    but made himself nothing,
    taking the very nature£ of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
8    And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    and became obedient to death—
    even death on a cross!
9    Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
    and gave him the name that is above every name,
10    that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11    and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.
12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
   Gospel – Matthew 21:23-32

23Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”
24Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From men’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”
27So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
28“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
29“‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
30“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
31“Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
Communion Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 357 For the bread which Thou has broken (1,2)
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper

 Today we recognize together with the whole of the Church:

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. 

He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. 

Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God! Even though it takes place of the shadow of the cross, we celebrate in the light of the resurrection.

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

He says,

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [BoP 619; ref NBoP 539]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring all of who we are, our very souls hear your call and we are humbled by your grace present here in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ. May we truly enter into freedom in this time.

Hear our cry for mercy, for in looking for you we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame.

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.

Help us understand, that in Jesus we must finally see that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. 

Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
This is the first table of thanksgiving, and yet this is also a memorial feast. We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. 

Be present Lord as we hear your words given in grace and offered in hope as we move from this sacrament to shared devotion on your Holy Word. Speak to us Lord, and by your Spirit’s grace may we be given new words.

O God, give us the grace to carry Christ’s words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. Amen
Communion Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 357 For the bread which Thou has broken (3,4)
Sermon: Authority of faith
We might not always recognize it, and often that is the biggest part of the problem, but it has long been a struggle of both the church and the world to understand who is in charge. 


A man went into a department store with a tool he’d bought. It was a day after warrantee, it might have been something that might not have been repairable, but the man wanted answers.


So he took it to the store clerk who sold it to him, who that he could not help. So the head of the tools department. She said she could not help, so she called the shift supervisor over, who said it was beyond him to help, so the assistant manager was called in.

Now at this point we start to recognize a couple of things, first, we might guess why department stores are now struggling and having to restructure, but often in our lives authority like to pass the buck. 

Let’s get back to our story.

The assistant manager looked at the problem and called in the store manager, who said the regional manager would likely have some idea, which in the end she didn’t but was kind enough to bring the matter before the company vice president, who felt that this was something that the company president should be involved in.


Of course, being the company president, she knew right away what must be done. This was a manufacturer’s issue and she called them right away, but the person on the phone said that they would have to speak to their supervisor. . . . (I think we see where this is going)


One of the benefits of our modern commercial age is that the distance bureaucracy between us and those who produce and lead us is much smaller. Our access to each other is fast, and the distance between authorities and those it cares for and has authority over is far, far smaller. 


But for all the ages of the church, our access to the ultimate authority of all, our access to God is immediate, instant, even intimate.


But even for God’s people this was not always true, and from the time of Moses through that of the Priests and prophets their was a governance and bureaucracy that officiated the faith through ceremonies and, but their key duty was to be intercessors on our behalf. To stand between us and God and provide a barrier of interpretation and of understanding.  


The priests and religious leaders of Jesus time felt the stinging threat of that authority over the faith people being pulled away. They felt it in what John the Baptist was preaching and the recognized what Jesus was saying, and a removal of their authority. And it was good and natural that they were as cautious as they were. They had a sacred duty to question Jesus. They were charged with safe-guarding God’s people against false teachers and fake prophets.


But when they got the answer that was both right and true they were afraid. They were afraid of losing their authority, they were afraid of losing the respect that people gave them. And in acting on that fear and seeking to kill Jesus they were giving fear the authority, not God. Their duty was to take the case of Jesus before God and then offer God’s answer back to God’s people, but instead – in fear and protecting themselves – they took it upon themselves to answer for God.


But God’s plan was bigger than their fear. Even though their fear and doubt sent Jesus to the cross, by the cross of Jesus the barrier for everyone came crumbling down. More than the veil of the temple being torn, more than the rock of the temple being split, more than the temple eventually being torn down, Jesus having all the authority in the universe made it so you, in your prayer, could speak to God. You can have the personal relationship with God, like the relationship that God has within God’s self; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

 
Our authority of faith is not us alone, but we are given the loving task of being accountable to the fellowship of faith in Christ, the Church. You have called me, not have authority over you, but guide and empower among you, to help you connect with each other and to share your faith openly before the world. You do call, from your own midst elders into positions of authority in order that you are mutually held to account; one to another, all before God.

Because of Christ there is no barrier between us and God unless we build one. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 570 For the fruits of His creation

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 25 ‘Midst prayers of thanks 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Maxine, Paul, Juanita, the family and friends of Everett & Leona, St Andrew’s, Sheila 

Mission Moments:  A journey toward reconciliation Presbyterians Sharing helps congregations and individuals walk alongside Indigenous people on a journey toward reconciliation. In June, 33 Presbyterians from across Canada visited three of the PCC’s seven Indigenous ministries, worshipped at Mistawasis church and visited the sites where two residential schools were run by the PCC. The group listened to stories of anger and pain and offered apologies. They also witnessed some of the ways in which PCC ministries are transforming lives. At Birdtail Sioux First Nation, site of the Birtle residential school, Doug Hanska thanked the visitors with an honour song. He explains, "The stop they did in Birdtail, I know it may not mean much to a lot of people, but to some of us it means a lot," he said. "We can forgive and move on, like our teachings tell us."
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