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October 22nd 2017 – Pentecost XIV

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements   

Announcements: Congregational Meeting – Scheduled for October 23rd is postponed – 

SESSION there will be a Joint session and Treasurers meeting that night instead. Treasurers are please asked to have their year-to-date figures with them. Thanks to all for their continued prayers and work 
Gospel Night At St. Mark’s  – October 25th at 7pm ) at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River. Everyone welcome. Fellowship will follow. 

Breakfast –  next Saturday (October 28th) from 7:30am to 10am at The Beersville Hall. Come support one of our local village halls & rec. programs.

Supper – October 28th 4-6pm Ham and Scallop Potato dinner in support of the Bass River Fair Hall.

Supper – October 28th 4-6pm Turkey dinner in support of the Grangeville Baptist Church.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Condolences – Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Margaret Bernard, especially Robert who we will be keeping in prayer. 
 We also extend our prayers to the family and friends of Mr. Murray Hannay

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 16 Open my eyes Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 814 Morning has broken

  
    BoP 550

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 96 [Pew Bible] 

1    O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth.
2    Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; show forth his salvation from day to day.
3    Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people.
4    For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods.
5    For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.
6    Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
7    Give unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength.
8    Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into his courts.
9    O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.
10    Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously.
11    Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof.
12    Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice
13    Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.
Kjv

1    Sing to the LORD a new song;
    sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2    Sing to the LORD, praise his name;
    proclaim his salvation day after day.
3    Declare his glory among the nations,
    his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
4    For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
    he is to be feared above all gods.
5    For all the gods of the nations are idols,
    but the LORD made the heavens.
6    Splendor and majesty are before him;
    strength and glory are in his sanctuary.
7    Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations,
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
8    Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
    bring an offering and come into his courts.
9    Worship the LORD in the splendor of his£ holiness;
    tremble before him, all the earth.
10    Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”
    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved;
    he will judge the peoples with equity.
11    Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;
    let the sea resound, and all that is in it;
12    let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them.
    Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy;
13    they will sing before the LORD, for he comes,
    he comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples in his truth.
Niv

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 358 There is a Redeemer

Scripture Readings:   OT – Exodus 33:12-23

12And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight. 13Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, show me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people. 14And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 15And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. 16For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth. 17And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name. 18And he said, I beseech thee, show me thy glory. 19And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. 21And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: 22And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 23And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.
Kjv

12Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.’ 13If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”
14The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”
15Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”
17And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.”
18Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
19And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”
21Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”
Niv

                             Epistle – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

1Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 3Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 4Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 5For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.
6And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 7So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 8For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 9For they themselves show of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 10And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.
Kjv

1Paul, Silas£ and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace and peace to you.£
2We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 3We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
Niv

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 638 Take time to be holy

  
    
BoP 437

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Matthew 22:15-22

15Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. 16And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of men. 17Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 18But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 19Show me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. 20And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? 21They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s. 22When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way.
kjv

15Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”
18But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20and he asked them, “Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?”
21“Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
22When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.
Sermon: But Thine own
Moses confronted God. This is not an action that we repeat too often. But confrontation is what we do here. Confrontation is what we seek to do in prayer. Confrontation is what we do when we read scripture. Confrontation is what we do when we mission and ministry to the poor, sick, imprisoned, and any who do not know the Gospel of Christ.


Moses confrontation seems adversarial. It seems as though he is calling God to task, but that all depends on your reading of the passage. At times, we as friends or as family must come along side those we care most about and share our feeling about certain situations, about certain behaviours.

God dialogues with Moses on several occasions about His feelings about humanity and creation. Moses is aware of God be ready and capable of not only snuffing Israel from existence, but of bringing all creation to a conclusion as well. 

This is something that should echo true for us as well in the Gospel in Christ, for we live with a view of the end. We scan the eschaton (the end times) for our purpose in God’s final act. It is the promise in Christ Jesus, as we look for the day of Christ’s coming, we seek the final and eternal confrontation with God.

Moses confronted God with his own life’s purpose. We need to be asking God at all times in our lives, am I really called to be doing what I am doing. Moses was well passed the time that most of us would call ‘retirement’. He had already re-careered from being a prince to being a Shepherd, he went from Shepherd to Liberator and Prophet, and now he was Prophet and ‘desert guide’ (people-Shepherd). And yet here he was, seeking from God some kind of support that he was actually doing what he should be doing. 

When God has a task for us he tells us, and when we ask to see God, God doesn’t hide; though he sometimes hides us from in order to protect us.

A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as fast as she could, trying not to be late for Bible class. As she ran she prayed, ‘Dear Lord, please don’t let me be late! Dear Lord, please don’t let me be late!’

While she was running and praying, she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty and tearing her dress. She got up, brushed herself off, and started running again!

As she ran she once again began to pray, ‘Dear Lord, please don’t let me be late…But please don’t push me along me either!’

Is God that present for you? That you can feel God coaxing you along?

To what end?


It is important for us to grow in faith enough to be able to discern what we want, what the world wants, and what God wants. Sometimes it is easy, in times of peace when people are striving and working for peace perhaps it is easy to stand on the common ground and feel that we are doing God’s will. Bt on whose terms is that peace settled, on whom does the peace rest. If it is not God it will never last. We have learned this is last century of war, at least I pray we have because the potential costs of war have grown from the tragic to the cataclysmic. 


The priests, in Jesus time, were hoping to trap Jesus and asked him: “

Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”
And here is the trap: 

· If Jesus said ‘no’ then he would be guilty of rebellion and Roman soldiers would arrest and maybe kill him.

· If he said ‘yes’, then the Jews would deny him or perhaps even stone him.

Either way the Pharisees , Sadducees and Herodians would all be rid of Jesus. 

Jesus was building up quite a band of this who disliked him. And the disciples who came after Jesus would be faced with the same kind of traps. It is what the world puts before the church to test our integrity. 

What is the church willing to give up in order to remain relevant? We are not talking about becoming worldly, though some denominations have become so worldly that they have no credibility, and some are so ‘holy’ they have lost their relevance. 

How far should it go?

These are not just the questions of our generation of the church, though we seem to be asking them more and more broadly through the church than ever before. In reading scripture we discover that these same questions we through the beginnings of the church and through all its centuries.

(ref. 1 Thess)

What is your most treasured possession? 



Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Ed, Maxine, Paul & Cheryl, Juanita, the family and friends of Margaret Bernard, Robert, St. Andrew’s, Ugandan Women,  Paul & family.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 321 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  




BoP 83          
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 28 We celebrate the gifts we share 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Thanks be to God! Presbyterians Sharing supports the Rev. Dr. Paul McLean, a Bible translation consultant working in partnership with The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan and The Bible Society in Taiwan. In a recent blog post, Paul writes: “Maelaanenge ki Twaumase!” (Thanks be to God!) These words were repeated during the joyful 3-hour thanksgiving service for the publication of the Ngudradrekai Bible on July 11, 2017 at Kucapungane Presbyterian Church in the mountain foothills of southern Taiwan. Nearly 30 years after The Gospel first took root in Old Kucapungane village, Ngudradrekai people now have the complete Bible printed in their own mother language.” The Rev Peter Bush, Moderator of the 2017 General Assembly, attended the celebration. He shares, “To read the Bible in one’s mother language is to be affirmed culturally as a people having value and it is to be called to discipleship following Jesus Christ.” 
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