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October 29th 2017 - Pentecost XXV

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  TIME CHANGE – please remember that next Sunday the clocks ‘fall back’ one hour to Standard Time on Sunday (Nov. 5th ) morning. 

Pastoral Charge Meeting Rescheduled For ___

Session ___

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Thank You -  to everyone who came out sand was a part of our Gospel Concert at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River 

Thanks from  - the Beersville Community Centre for those who came out to breakfast the hall. Also thanks from Bass River Fair Hall & Grangeville Baptist Church to all who came out to dinners last night in support 
Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses, and updated Christmas Pamphlet will be available later in November.
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.

Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 16 Open my eyes/Lead me

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 504 Guide me O Thou Great Jehovah

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 1 [Pew Bible] 



1    Blessed is the man
    who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked
    or stand in the way of sinners
    or sit in the seat of mockers.
2    But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
    and on his law he meditates day and night.
3    He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
    and whose leaf does not wither.
    Whatever he does prospers.
4    Not so the wicked!
    They are like chaff
    that the wind blows away.
5    Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
6    For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
    but the way of the wicked will perish.
Children’s story – ‘Because I said so…’
Children’s Hymn: BoP 85 Great is Thy faithfulness 

Scripture Readings:      OT – Leviticus 19:1-18

1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.
3“‘Each of you must respect his mother and father, and you must observe my Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God.
4“‘Do not turn to idols or make gods of cast metal for yourselves. I am the LORD your God.
5“‘When you sacrifice a fellowship offering£ to the LORD, sacrifice it in such a way that it will be accepted on your behalf. 6It shall be eaten on the day you sacrifice it or on the next day; anything left over until the third day must be burned up. 7If any of it is eaten on the third day, it is impure and will not be accepted. 8Whoever eats it will be held responsible because he has desecrated what is holy to the LORD; that person must be cut off from his people.
9“‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God.
11“‘Do not steal.
“‘Do not lie.
“‘Do not deceive one another.
12“‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.
13“‘Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him.
“‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired man overnight.
14“‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the LORD.
15“‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.
16“‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people.
“‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD.
17“‘Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt.
18“‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

                 Epistle – 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

1You know, brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure. 2We had previously suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of strong opposition. 3For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. 5You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else.
As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, 7but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. 8We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 70 Immortal, Invisible, God only wise
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 22:34-46 (ref. Psalm 110)

34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’£ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’£ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
41While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42“What do you think about the Christ£? Whose son is he?”
“The son of David,” they replied.
43He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says,
44“‘The Lord said to my Lord:
    “Sit at my right hand
    until I put your enemies
    under your feet.”’£
45If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 46No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.
Sermon: Lord of Lords, Lord of all
Often, in our prayers of thanksgiving and intercession, when offering prayers for the leaders of our nation and the world nation, I say words like: “Bless and strengthen them O Lord, and remind them O Lord from where their power comes and to whom it is answerable.”

Our world leaders today credit a lot of different sources as the sources of their power. They will credit colleges and the groups and parties they belong to; they will credit long years of service and hard work; they will credit voters and those who nominated them to their office, and very often they credit schemes and plans and their own cleverness. And while some may seem to credit God and speak in terms of a calling, far too often their action reflect other allegiance, and not seeing their ‘lordship’ as an opportunity to bring praise to God.

All of us -in our lives - are given opportunities to lead. It may be something among our circle of friends, or a particular activity within our family, at work or at play, everyone should be given the chance to lead. Sometimes we find ourselves in leadership positions we never expected, sometimes ones we did not necessarily want [which sometimes suits us best for the position]. 

Leadership is a godly position. There is an important stage in growing up for children when they move from believing their parents are amazing, perfect and flawless, and recognizing them as human too. It does not mean that the parents stop being parents – let’s face it, parenting is life-long – but it means that the role of leadership as a parent is no longer assumed, it is earned out of established trust, mutual respect, and the sense the child has of your deepest concern being their well-being – and children intuit this through and natural empathy and an innocent and unbiased love.
 
All that as a away of saying, when it comes to God’s Lordship, as much as we might want to just simply say ‘God is Lord, and Lord of all’, that is not the end of it. God doesn’t Lord lordship over us, but we are called to offer the acknowledge of God’s lordship back to God as one of our gifts. God is the Lord of Lords. God is Lord of all; of the whole cosmos. 

When things in life do not go as planned and you find yourself in place doubting whether you have control. Remember, you have no control, no way of knowing. There are things zooming around in space and we have no real way of stopping them from landing on us. Trouble can dart out of any corner, but if you are still here – what the Lordship of God is saying, is that God is also aware of where you are, what you are doing, what your are feeling.

You are here today with a purpose. You are headed to a destination with a purpose. God has given you all sorts of freedom with the waves of his working. God may have even put you in place of leadership – and God is apt to do that at any point in life – because   

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 86 A mighty fortress 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 26 We celebrate the gifts we share (Martyrdom) 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Maxine, Paul, Juanita, the family and friends of Douglas Wood, Marly, St Andrew’s, 
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 Mission Moments: Encouragement through mentoring Have you ever found yourself stuck and in need of good advice? Thanks to Presbyterians Sharing, ministers and ministries across Canada are receiving the encouragement and guidance they need to thrive through a variety of coaching networks. Programs such as the New Church Development Coaches and the Social Mentor Network bring direct support to ministries by matching them with trained coaches who provide guidance and support. Whether getting a new church start off the ground or navigating the challenges of managing a church-based outreach mission, coaches help leadership teams hear where God is calling them and equip them with the tools needed to follow God’s call. In 2018 Canadian Ministries will pilot two new coaching programs in the area of evangelism and congregational renewal!  
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