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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements: Pastoral Charge Meeting Tuesday October 23rd, 7pm at TBA. There will be a meeting to decide on the proposed changes to the ministry & stipend to half-time. 

Session – is called to meet on Tuesday October 10th 7pm at Zion Presbyterian Church, West Branch
Communion – The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as a part of our worship October 1st and October 8th. Please share this with others.

Condolences – The prayers and condolences of the congregation are extended to Pastor Paul Leger and his family at the death of his son Gerard, Service will be tomorrow at 11am, visitation is this afternoon 2-4pm only. 

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Breakfast  - October 28 at the Beersville Community Centre. 7:30-10am.

Supper – October 28th 4-6pm Ham and Scallop Potato dinner in support of the Bass River Fair Hall.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 5 Blest are they

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 807 We plough the fields and scatter

  
    BoP 265

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 19 [Pew Bible] 

1    The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handywork.
2    Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge.
3    There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.
4    Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
5    Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.
6    His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.
7    The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
8    The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
9    The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10    More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
11    Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.
12    Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.
13    Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.
14    Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.
KJV

1    The heavens declare the glory of God;
    the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2    Day after day they pour forth speech;
    night after night they display knowledge.
3    There is no speech or language
    where their voice is not heard.£
4    Their voice£ goes out into all the earth,
    their words to the ends of the world.
    In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun,
5    which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion,
    like a champion rejoicing to run his course.
6    It rises at one end of the heavens
    and makes its circuit to the other;
    nothing is hidden from its heat.
7    The law of the LORD is perfect,
    reviving the soul.
    The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
    making wise the simple.
8    The precepts of the LORD are right,
    giving joy to the heart.
    The commands of the LORD are radiant,
    giving light to the eyes.
9    The fear of the LORD is pure,
    enduring forever.
    The ordinances of the LORD are sure
    and altogether righteous.
10    They are more precious than gold,
    than much pure gold;
    they are sweeter than honey,
    than honey from the comb.
11    By them is your servant warned;
    in keeping them there is great reward.
12    Who can discern his errors?
    Forgive my hidden faults.
13    Keep your servant also from willful sins;
    may they not rule over me.
    Then will I be blameless,
    innocent of great transgression.
14    May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
    be pleasing in your sight,
    O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 441 Can a little child like me?

  
    BoP 566

Scripture Readings:   OT – Exodus 20:1-20

1And God spake all these words, saying, 2I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 5Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 6And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 7Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 8Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 10But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.
12Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 13Thou shalt not kill. 14Thou shalt not commit adultery. 15Thou shalt not steal. 16Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 17Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.
18And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 19And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 20And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.
KJV

1And God spoke all these words:
2“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3“You shall have no other gods before£ me.
4“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
8“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.
13“You shall not murder.
14“You shall not commit adultery.
15“You shall not steal.
16“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
18When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.”
20Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”
NIV

                             Epistle – 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

6But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

7Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 

9(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 10Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)

 11Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 

12For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; 13Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 14And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 

15Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.
KJV

6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9As it is written:
    “He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;
    his righteousness endures forever.”£
10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 

15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
NIV

  Gospel – Luke 17:11-19

11And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: 

13And they lifted up their voices, and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”

 14And when he saw them, he said unto them, “Go show yourselves unto the priests.” 

And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 15And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 

17And Jesus answering said, “Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 18There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.”

 19And he said unto him, “Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.”
KJV

11Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy£ met him. They stood at a distance 13and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”
14When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.
15One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.
17Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”
NIV

Communion Hymn:  NBoP 543 Here, O my Lord I see Thee

  
            BoP 342

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper

 Today we recognize together with the whole of the Church:

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. 

He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. 

Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God! Even though it takes place of the shadow of the cross, we celebrate in the light of the resurrection.

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

He says,

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [BoP 619; ref NBoP 539]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring all of who we are, our very souls hear your call and we are humbled by your grace present here in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ. May we truly enter into freedom in this time.

Hear our cry for mercy, for in looking for you we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame.

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.

Help us understand, that in Jesus we must finally see that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. 

Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
This is the first table of thanksgiving, and yet this is also a memorial feast. We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. 

Be present Lord as we hear your words given in grace and offered in hope as we move from this sacrament to shared devotion on your Holy Word. Speak to us Lord, and by your Spirit’s grace may we be given new words.

O God, give us the grace to carry Christ’s words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. Amen
Sermon: Self-giving and Thanks


Most of the time, when it comes to giving thanks, people give thanks for what they have, maybe for their health, but is it our custom to celebrate at the time of harvest - as we are thankful still for all that we have reaped into our seasonal store-houses – to be thankful for all we have to give?


Our society sees surplus and excess as a sign – in itself - of richness. In our busy lifestyle, for example, having completed al your tasks and having ‘spare time’, whether you have money or not, it gives you a feeling of great richness. Yet often what we count as spare time isn’t spare time at all. 


Sundays, for many people, are days off. For Christians this is not a day off, nor is today our spare time. It is a day of rest, it is a day for worship, it is a day for celebrating God, it is a day given over to God. It is the Lord’s Sabbath, and that does not mean a day off, but a day employed in worshipping God I various ways.


For the faithful Christian this is not hard work, but joyous work; like a farmer walking the edge of the field on a beautiful morning, seeing the crop ripe and ready for harvest. It is joyous work, like the feeling you get when complete a task of caring for your family; we are about the joyous work of the people of God. It is a thanks-giving-day. A brilliant phycisian and one of the leading authors in clinical pastoral care, Paul Tournier, once wrote “God gives me the gift of twenty-four hours a day; yet he is kind enough to accept in return the little time I give back to him.”


Sunday by Sunday we celebrate thanksgiving, but what is the form of our thanksgiving? How do you we give our thanks to God. We can add to our prayers all the blessings we can count, but their comes a point where your faith needs you to grow beyond simply counting your blessings. We do not gather Sunday by Sunday for an accounting session with God on the treasures we been able to build up in heaven or on earth.


What then are these blessings for?


When we gather at this (indicate Communion Table) Thanksgiving Table we do more than make and take an account of our blessings. At this table we draw close to Christ, that we might receive Christ, to be empowered to offer Christ to the whole world. We do not come to this table just so that we can be saved. This table is not about our salvation alone but of the salvation of everyone who is called in Christ, and so if we come to this table with only our own need for righteousness in our hearts we misstep our first pace from this table. 


We do not come here to take Christ, but remember and receive & share Christ’s body and blood, shed for many for the remission of sins.  


In our Gospel reading today we encounter a group of people, men, who received the gift of healing. They are made clean by Jesus and then sent on their way to the temple and to their families for to be rejoined to their own loves that the disease took from them. Yet for all they were given only one, and that one a Samaritan (a foreigner), thinks to come back and celebrate in thanks the source of their healing.


This is the truth of our journey, sometimes our bitter pill to swallow, is that many seem to enjoy the grace of God but few truly bow at Christ’s feet and give thanks. What has anyone ever done for you that you would bow at their feet? Could you stoop, would you stoop, with the man healed of leprosy? 

 
Preacher, pastor Author Erwin Lutzer wrote: ”A Christian who walks by faith accepts all circumstances from God. He thanks God when everything goes good, when everything goes bad, and for the “blues” somewhere in-between. He thanks God whether he feels like it or not.” Even our breath of life is a mystery, so that every moment of life becomes for us - aware of our own creation – an incredible gift of cosmotic proportions. Thanks be to God, but even as we say that how do we show that thanks.


Bowed in prayer, perhaps also bowed in service, bowed in the thought of – considering how much Gods gifts to us mean to us, how might we offer this same gift to others; in as real and as tangible ways as can touch their hearts.


The apostle Paul describes this gift of God’s love as indescribable – not the most help for someone trying to help someone see and understand what it is that God is doing, but it does emphasize at least the magnitude of what God offers us in Christ Jesus his Son. This is so much more than the healing and cleansing from disease, but the healing and salvation from the power and destruction of death. 


Paul celebrates the church’s ability to be generous and to give itself and the world around it freedom and encouragement in order to bring out the best in those it serves. The church is called in Christ to bring in a harvest of praise that allows everyone to be celebrated in the many different gifts we each can bring; for the body of Christ is made of many parts, each one special and filled with purpose. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 425 We praise Thee O God  




BoP 571          
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 25 ‘Midst prayers of thanks  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe,  Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, Pastor Paul Leger the family and friends of Jerry, new school year, children’s church programs , Bible studies, St. Andrew’s elder elections

Announcements: Pastoral Charge Meeting Tuesday October 23rd , 7pm at TBA. There will be a meeting to decide on the proposed changes to the ministry & stipend to half-time. 

Session – is called to meet on Tuesday October 10th 7pm at Zion Presbyterian Church, West Branch
Communion – The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as a part of our worship October 1st and October 8th. Please share this with others.

Condolences – The prayers and condolences of the congregation are extended to Pastor Paul Leger and his family at the death of his son Gerard, Service will be tomorrow at 11am, visitation is this afternoon 2-4pm only. 

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Breakfast  - October 28 at the Beersville Community Centre. 7:30-10am.

Supper – October 28th 4-6pm Ham and Scallop Potato dinner in support of the Bass River Fair Hall.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
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Mission Moments Day of the Girl (October 11) A major obstacle to development in many vulnerable countries is that too many women and girls are unable to pursue their hopes and goals, hindered by discrimination and inequality. In Afghanistan, sports are generally male-dominated, but Fahima had a talent for cricket and longed for the chance to play. Presbyterian World Service & Development’s Girls Education Program equips schools with sports equipment and leads awareness-raising sessions on the benefits of physical education for students’ cognitive development. Fahima’s school is participating in the program and now has sessions dedicated for girls to play sports. The young athlete could not be more thrilled. “The school made a cricket team and I was selected as captain,” shares Fahima. “I plan on leading my team to victory!” 
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