A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organist: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Dolly MacDonald, Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson, 

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com 
pccweb.ca/brpc

September 10th 2017 – Pentecost XVIII

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements: Congregational Meeting – Scheduled for September 19th at 7pm at St. James Presbyterian Church regarding the question of moving to a half-time stipend

Alpha Catching up on Sept 13th &20th @ Grangeville Baptist – continuing the Alpha program 6pm for dinner. All are welcome to participate. 

Events Calendar – The updated Fall Events pamphlet is available. Please share with the community, especially visitors and newcomers.  
Bible Study hosted at ___________(or Manse) September 12th as an evening program (7pm- 8:30). We are beginning with the letter to the Romans, but it can go anywhere. Running from Sept. 12th to Nov. 18th  . 

Coffee Break for Alzheimer’s –  Thursday Sept 14th at the RLNH from 9:30 –10:45am 

Christian Fellowship potluck – October 1st 2017 from 4:30 – 6pm , hosted at the Bass River Fair Hall. All are welcome.

Memorial Service – Sunday Sept. 12th, 3pm at the Pond Chapel in Harcourt.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. Cereal as well as condensed or powdered milk appreciated.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) NBoP 248 At the dawning

At the Dawning of Salvation - Nettleton
 At the dawning of salvation, in the morning of the world,

Christ is raised a living banner, by the love of God unfurled.

Through the daylight through the darkness, 

Christ leads on his great array;

All the saints and all the sinners, He has gathered on his way.

His is risen in the morning, He is risen from the dead; 

He is laughter after sadness; He is light when night has fled.

He has suffered; he has triumphed; 

Life is his alone to give: 

As He gave it once, He gives it, evermore that we might live

For the glory of salvation in the dawning Easter day,

We will praise You, loving Father; we rejoice to sing & pray.

With the Son and with the Spirit. Lead us on your great array,

Saints and sinners celebrating, your triumphant love today.

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 350 To God be the glory

  
    BoP 265

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 119:33-40 [Pew Bible]   ה He

33    Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end.
34    Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.
35    Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight.
36    Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness.
37    Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way.
38    Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to thy fear.
39    Turn away my reproach which I fear: for thy judgments are good.
40    Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: quicken me in thy righteousness.
KJV

33    Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;
    then I will keep them to the end.
34    Give me understanding, and I will keep your law
    and obey it with all my heart.
35    Direct me in the path of your commands,
    for there I find delight.
36    Turn my heart toward your statutes
    and not toward selfish gain.
37    Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
    preserve my life according to your word.£
38    Fulfill your promise to your servant,
    so that you may be feared.
39    Take away the disgrace I dread,
    for your laws are good.
40    How I long for your precepts!
    Preserve my life in your righteousness.
NIV

Children’s story – Promises, when God makes promises

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 377 Come children join to sing

  
    BoP 251

Scripture Readings:   OT – Exodus 12:1-14

1And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. 

3Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house: 4And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb. 

5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 6And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 7And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 8And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 

9Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. 10And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. 

11And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD’S passover. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. 

14And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.

KJV

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2“This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 3Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb£ for his family, one for each household. 4If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—head, legs and inner parts. 10Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’S Passover.
12“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 13The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
14“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance. 
NIV

                             Epistle – Romans 13:8-14

8Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 9For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 10Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
11And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 12The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 13Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 14But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
KJV

8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,”£ and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”£ 10Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
11And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.£
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 378 Jesus, Jesus in the morning

1. Jesus, Jesus,
Jesus in the morning, Jesus in the noontime;
Jesus, Jesus,
Jesus when the sun goes down!

2. Love him, love him,
 
3. Serve him, serve him,


4. Thank him, thank him,
 
5. Praise him, praise him,
 
6. Jesus, Jesus,

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Matthew 18:15-20

15Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 18Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.
KJV

15“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. 

If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’

17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
18“I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
19“Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”
NIV

Sermon: Debts of the family
Actress Carol Burnett - after paying for the ride - got out of a cab one day and caught her coat in the door. 

The driver was unaware of her plight and slowly began to edge out into traffic. To keep from being pulled off her feet, the comedienne had to run alongside down the block. A passerby noted her predicament and quickly alerted the driver. 

The driver stopped, jumped out, and released Miss Burnett's coat. "Are you all right?" he asked anxiously. 

"Yes," she gasped, "but how much more do I owe you?" 


“Let no debt remain outstanding” I think we all try to lead the kind of life that Paul prescribed to the Roman Church, but let’s also face the fact that we live in a society that – as a culture, a population, as households, as a nation – we are in debt. In a recent survey it was noted that the average Canadian citizen is in debt about 23 000. That is about the value of a small car. 


We don’t just owe, but we are to the point now where debt is a business in our society, where mortgage brokers outnumber mutual fund operators. And against everything Biblical we accept the usury fees and interests and charge them against one another as common practice. 


Families today, especially young families, debt is not an unfortunate development but debt is the reality of normal living. 


But our debt, our real debt has been our reality all along. Isn’t that the real reason that the Apostle Paul is telling the congregation in Rome to ‘Owe no (one) any thing” is to open their eyes to see what is truly owed. 


Paul wants the Church to recognize what the world often forgets, that the things of this world are not as real as the things of heaven; that is to say money and possession, earth and even food are not as real, nor as sustaining as love, and the fulfillment of that love that is in Christ.


When Jesus spoke to his disciples about prayer, as we can read in Matthew chapter 6, he tells them how God’s provision for our real needs does not exclude what we need to live our lives – our daily bread, our shelter, our health – but that a full life is never met by the fulfillment of those things. To be full, God fills our lives with love and the opportunities to both love and be loved. 


God’s people, throughout their history, are always called to remember back to the event of the Exodus, to the deliverance from slavery in Egypt. This iconic event is retold again and again throughout scripture, in the context of the laws, to the recording of later history, to the Psalms of praise and even echoed in the prophecies during Israel exile and later enslavement in Babylon. 


In God’s salvation of the people of Israel a covenant is made; one which God fulfills and Israel forgets. There is a debt of sin that builds as God’s people ignore and then pervert and disobey God’s laws. They break covenant. 

There is a debt that extends to all humanity, for whether we are people who by blood are bound to the covenant, or those who through faith are caught up in its lineage, we too sin; and still break the covenant through Noah of continued worship and to seek and follow God, or the covenant by Adam, whereby we must care for creation and through obedience bring it in praise before God.

We carry a debt, we owe so much to God. Our very lives, the gifts in our lives and abilities that make us distinct and special, that allows us to approach life - each of us - with a different point of view. But in the family of faith of the church this debt is a different thing than the debts of the world.

We owe a debt of life, a debt of love, we share together a debt of faith and of hope. These are not debts that we can shed, but that they are paid already. We do not have the means to pay, but we have the joy of celebrating that that what we could owe has been paid.

  Our faith is not in the things that bind us and separate us from one another. This is part of why the early church was so compelled to ‘hold all things in common’. They sought to not only share each others wealth, but help carry each other’s load, so that these things would not separate them from each other.

Look again at your world and how finance and possession, ownership and owing separates you from one another. Do you dwell in the debts of sin, or in the debt of love?

Jesus describes, in our gospel reading today, an example of the living out of the debt of love we are meant to share. It is the debt of love that echoes the same grace we receive from God through Jesus Christ. 

Jesus speaks of open and honest forgiveness, but also the open and honest discussion about sin, struggles and suffering in the family of faith. To be witnesses to each other of grace and support, especially in times of trouble.

Today, while many of us worry about friends or neighbours who are in the path of the hurricanes to the south, or we wonder about the trouble in Mexico who not only face a hurricane but the aftermath of a terrible earthquake, do our heart also go to the place where we can offer love and seek for opportunities love and help those who are in obvious need.

Can we do this, and work for this in our own communities for those whose life seems to be a walking waking disaster?

The Poor are always with us. And Christ is always with us also, to the very end of the age. Let us live and act and love as those who dwell in the debt of God’s love, over flowing with the outpouring of God’s love, sharing the gifts of creation and sharing with one another our hope and faith, celebrating our place in God’s kingdom.
Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 471 We are one in the Spirit  

We are one in the Spirit (And they’ll know we are Christians)  Peter Scholtes

We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord
And we pray that all unity, May one day be restored
Refrain: And they’ll know we are Christians
By our love, By our love
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians
By our love

We will walk with each other, We will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other, We will walk hand in hand
And together we’ll spread the news, That God is in our land Refrain


We will work with each other, We will work side by side
We will work with each other, We will work side by side
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity, And save each man’s pride Refrain


All praise to the Father, From whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only son
And all praise to the Spirit,  Who makes us one Refrain

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 25 ‘Midst prayers of thanks  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe,  Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, the family and friends of Ron, new school year, children’s church programs , Bible studies, St. Andrew’s elder elections, and those in the path of this year’s hurricanes
church go on. Tax receipts available.   
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Mt. 1821-35 and neither should we



Mission Moments  Making Presbyterian connections Presbyterian Connections is a new newspaper designed to unite Presbyterians by sharing stories, reflections, interviews and articles from across Canada. By equipping leaders, connecting congregations and missions and facilitating communication, the paper will help strengthen denominational ties across the country. Presbyterians are encouraged to subscribe, and stay connected! After reading the first issue, one reader shared, “This publication is just what we need to keep connected across the country. I especially appreciated the very positive, hopeful and encouraging vibe of this issue. Thank you!” 
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