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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements: Congregational Meeting – Scheduled for October 23rd – as a follow-up to the meeting this past week to which the question of half-time stipend/ministry was referred for further discussion & research.

Meeting of the joint Session – Following the congregational meeting the Joint Session needs to meet. Some time in the lead up to the next one.

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Christian Fellowship potluck – October 1st at 4:30 pm at the Bass River Fair Hall. All are welcome  

Communion – The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as a part of our worship October 1st and October 8th. Please share this with others.

Fall Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses. 

Gospel Concert – Harvest & Memory October 25th 7pm St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River; An inspiring evening of music and fellowship
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 9 He is Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 682 Just as I am

  
    BoP 394

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 145 [Pew Bible] 

1    I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever.
2    Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever.
3    Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.
4    One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.
5    I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works.
6    And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I will declare thy greatness.
7    They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness.
8    The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.
9    The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.
10    All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee.
11    They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power;
12    To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.
13    Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.
14    The LORD upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down.
15    The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season.
16    Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.
17    The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.
18    The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.
19    He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them.
20    The LORD preserveth all them that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy.
21    My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.
KJV

1    I£ will exalt you, my God the King;
    I will praise your name for ever and ever.
2    Every day I will praise you
    and extol your name for ever and ever.
3    Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;
    his greatness no one can fathom.
4    One generation will commend your works to another;
    they will tell of your mighty acts.
5    They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty,
    and I will meditate on your wonderful works.£
6    They will tell of the power of your awesome works,
    and I will proclaim your great deeds.
7    They will celebrate your abundant goodness
    and joyfully sing of your righteousness.
8    The LORD is gracious and compassionate,
    slow to anger and rich in love.
9    The LORD is good to all;
    he has compassion on all he has made.
10    All you have made will praise you, O LORD;
    your saints will extol you.
11    They will tell of the glory of your kingdom
    and speak of your might,
12    so that all men may know of your mighty acts
    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13    Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
    and your dominion endures through all generations.
    The LORD is faithful to all his promises
    and loving toward all he has made.£
14    The LORD upholds all those who fall
    and lifts up all who are bowed down.
15    The eyes of all look to you,
    and you give them their food at the proper time.
16    You open your hand
    and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
17    The LORD is righteous in all his ways
    and loving toward all he has made.
18    The LORD is near to all who call on him,
    to all who call on him in truth.
19    He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;
    he hears their cry and saves them.
20    The LORD watches over all who love him,
    but all the wicked he will destroy.
21    My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD.
    Let every creature praise his holy name
    for ever and ever.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 634 Will you come and follow

Will you come and follow me . . ? {The Summons}       John L. Bell
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
 Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

 Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

 Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

 Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Scripture Readings:   OT – Exodus 16:2-13

2And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness: 

3And the children of Israel said unto them, “Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

 4Then said the LORD unto Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no.” 

“5And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.”

 6And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, “At even, then ye shall know that the LORD hath brought you out from the land of Egypt: 7And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the LORD; for that he heareth your murmurings against the LORD: and what are we, that ye murmur against us?”

 8And Moses said, “This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that the LORD heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him: and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.”

 9And Moses spake unto Aaron, “Say unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, Come near before the LORD: for he hath heard your murmurings.”

 10And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, “12I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God.”
13And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the host. 
KJV

2In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’S hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”
4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. 5On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather on the other days.”
6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that it was the LORD who brought you out of Egypt, 7and in the morning you will see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?” 8Moses also said, “You will know that it was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the LORD.”
9Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’”
10While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, and there was the glory of the LORD appearing in the cloud.
11The LORD said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.’”
13That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 
NIV

                             Epistle – Philippians 1:21-30

21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. 23For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: 24Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. 25And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; 26That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again.
27Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 28And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. 29For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 30Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.
KJV

21For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.
27Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel 28without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 

This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 29For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, 30since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.
NIV
Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 644 May the mind of Christ my Saviour
  
    
BoP 446

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Matthew 20:1-16 

“1For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. 2And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.”

 “3And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way.”

“ 5Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? 7They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. 

8So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 9And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. 

10But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny. 

11And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, 12Saying, “These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day.”

 13But he answered one of them, and said, “Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? 14Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. 15Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? “

16So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.
KJV

1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 2He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.
3“About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5So they went.
“He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’
7“‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’
8“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’
9“The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 10So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’
13“But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’
16“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
NIV

Sermon: Faith in the midst of emptiness

There are two callings, within the Christian spiritual experience, that could be seen as conflicting. It is the sort of thing that people outside of Christianity like to point out as contradictions. That we might both be called into fellowship, and yet also thee is an insistence on individual and personal private faith. It seems at times that the Church emphasizes personal piety and at other times the focus is on the communal pattern of the early church; holding all things in common and sharing their wealth for the benefit of all. 


We need our prayer closests, as Jesus taught us (Matthew 6:6), yet Jesus did not call one disciple but a whole fellowship to work together for the building and sharing of the faith. He challenged his disciples each to be able in their faith on their own, because he knew there would come a time when they would have to each work on their own, but yet Jesus also invited them to all be full of the Holy Spirit; that is, full of the power empowering the fellowship of the church.


Resonating from familiar Psalm 23 is the imagery of the cup filled – not just to the brim – but to the active state of overflowing. God does not just bless us to fill our own lives, but so that we can be God’s outpouring of grace to others, through the sharing  of the outpouring of faith in the fellowship of the church into the flood of witness which is the church’s mission to the world.


For we are not simply to pour ourselves out in the safety of this fellowship, and become insular and self-serving, but to help others see what they in their empty lives are missing. 


It is a human natural impulse to seek for a way to live a full and fulfilling life. Our tendency to seek to accumulate wealth (and there are many different kinds of wealth) is the demonstration of normal human can be seen as an evolved form of what squirrels and other creatures are busy doing this time of year; storing up for the difficult season ahead. We want our storehouses to be full, our grain-towers brimmed, our warehouses and banks brimmed. We do not like emptiness.


But whether it’s our fridges, freezers or our cupboards and pantries, as soon as you have it filled and restocked it seems to get emptied too. Faster if you have children, especially teenagers around.  


Just as we get to that place in our lives when we have filled to satisfaction our accomplishments, filled and surrounded ourselves with friendships, just when all of this seems full and fulfilling, the season changes and a tide of emptiness comes in.

 For we cannot do the things we once did, and long-standing friendships end, and friends begin to leave this life forever. Children leave home and are gone most of the time – trying to fill up their lives, following the example we have set for them. What is it that can fill this emptiness?

The Apostle Paul, in writing to the church in Philippi, addresses the conflict and admits his own internal conflict over this. Paul acknowledges that our goal is a contentment that this life can never provide – not on its own. Heaven is the state of fulfillment and nothing in this life can compare, but what to do in the meantime?

Paul says “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” It is powerful expression. He is not just saying living is good and dying will end up with a better good, that is the dreamy pie-in-the-sky thinking that every religion in the world uses to manipulate people through their fear of death. 

Part of the amazing reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is that it turns this fear of death to nothing. There is no reason to fear death, not for the faithful. We are not worried about leaving our loved ones behind, or where we are going be cause we know and trust that all are in God and are fulfilling God’s holy plan. 

Our prayer is for help when deceptions cause us to doubt, and the unknown makes us afraid instead of hopeful. We do not accept our faith blindly, but we – with eager hearts – look again and again at God’s word, testing our own spirits as well as the ones the world sends to us, engaging ourselves in the works of faith in our individual lives and in our fellowship so that our times of quiet personal reflection inform our fellowship, and the experience of fellowship in the church help our wisdom as we see our faith with more than our own point of view. 

 Paul admits, he’d rather be in a different place – in heaven where all is fulfilled and he needn’t be persecuted or employed in finding many different ways of explaining and exemplifying Christ in his life. He desires greatly the promised reward, not one we can ever earn but one that Christ offers us in grace. We all should desire and look forward to the same, but even as we live through faith on the cusp of heaven, we are confronted – as Paul was – with reasons why were are not yet in heaven.

Often, when visiting the sick or the very elderly I am asked why they are still here. “Why are you still here?”

The apostle had an answer. 

I often tell these people, that if they really want release and welcome into heaven, that they need to look into their lives and see just two simple things: first, to try and find someone that needs you in their life, who needs your experience and your stories, your journey and example of faith and make sure that they receive that gift. The second is like the first but is harder because of how humbling it is; but when we look at our lives we need to ask ourselves whether our lives are actually full and fulfilled.

In our Gospel reading today Jesus tells the parable of the vineyard owner who goes out throughout the day looking for workers for the vineyard. 

God sees us in our searching for purpose – no matter where we are in life or in faith – and calls us to service. Some of us do get called early on and work long hours, we labour all of our life times and we can wish we were those who were perhaps brought in later in life, later in faith, later in experience to share this work. 

But how do we handle that for us in faith we are all sharing the same reward. There is no higher prize, not better seat, no fuller place that we can earn by longer ours or further mission, or greater witness. Simply do the work that God has called you here to do. Seek God’s kingdom of first and all these things will be given as an answer to you. 

God spoke through the emptiness of the wilderness and showed the fullness of His grace in the quails and the manna. Christ calls on us all to accept the call we have received and to share with joy the reward that is ours in Him. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 477 Thy hand, O God has guided  




BoP 306          
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 25 ‘Midst prayers of thanks  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
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If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, the family and friends of Linda, , children’s church programs , Bible studies, Kids club, St. Andrew’s elder elections

Mission Moments Youth in action to end hunger Last winter, the compassionate Grade 4-6 class at St. Andrew’s Hespeler Presbyterian Church in Cambridge, ON, took on Presbyterian World Service & Development’s Farming for the Future Sunday School Challenge to raise money for a program that helps food insecure families in rural Guatemala. At a bake sale at the church, the class made $350 in sales on top of the $400 they raised through the collection of pop cans! The children donated the proceeds to PWS&D with the hope of helping vulnerable families get what they need to grow maize, vegetables and fruit trees for years to come. By working together, small actions can help families overcome challenges and build brighter futures.
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