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September 3rd 2017 - Pentecost XIV

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Bible Study hosted at ___________(or Manse) September 12th as an evening program (7pm- 8:30). We are beginning with the letter to the Romans, but it can go anywhere. Running from Sept. 12th to Nov. 18th  . 

Breakfast –  September 30th 7:30am to 10am at The Beersville Hall. Come out in support of local village halls.

Christian Fellowship potluck – October 1st 2017 at 4:30pm

Communion Services – Will be October 1st (World Communion) & October 8th (Thanksgiving Sunday)

Thanks – The folks over at the Beersville Hall are very thankful for the fine turnout yesterday for the breakfast.
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Condolences – Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Ron Wilson.  

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 6 Father I adore you

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: songs 92 It is well

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 26 [Pew Bible] 




1    Vindicate me, O LORD,
    for I have led a blameless life;
    I have trusted in the LORD
    without wavering.
2    Test me, O LORD, and try me,
    examine my heart and my mind;
3    for your love is ever before me,
    and I walk continually in your truth.
4    I do not sit with deceitful men,
    nor do I consort with hypocrites;
5    I abhor the assembly of evildoers
    and refuse to sit with the wicked.
6    I wash my hands in innocence,
    and go about your altar, O LORD,
7    proclaiming aloud your praise
    and telling of all your wonderful deeds.
8    I love the house where you live, O LORD,
    the place where your glory dwells.
9    Do not take away my soul along with sinners,
    my life with bloodthirsty men,
10    in whose hands are wicked schemes,
    whose right hands are full of bribes.
11    But I lead a blameless life;
    redeem me and be merciful to me.
12    My feet stand on level ground;
    in the great assembly I will praise the LORD.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP (insert) 592 I, the Lord of Sea & Sky 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

Chorus Here am I, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my words to them. Whom shall I send? 
 Chorus 



I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will send the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide, 'Til their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?

Chorus

Scripture Readings:     OT – Exodus 3:1-15

1Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
4When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
5“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
7The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
11But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
12And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you£ will worship God on this mountain.”
13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.£ This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
15God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD,£ the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

                 Epistle – Romans 12:1-8

1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual£ act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his£ faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP (insert) 797 Shall we gather at the river

Shall we gather at the river, 

Where bright angel feet have trod, 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God? 

Refrain: Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

The beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river

That flows by the throne of God. 

On the margin of the river, 

Washing up its silver spray, 

We will walk and worship ever, 

All the happy golden day. Refrain 

Ere we reach the shining river, 

Lay we every burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, 

And provide a robe and crown. Refrain
Soon we'll reach the shining river, 

Soon our pilgrimage will cease;

Soon our happy hearts will quiver 

With the melody of peace. Refrain 

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 16:21-28

21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”
24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to save his life£ will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 27For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 28I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
Sermon: Burning Questions 

Given the chance, given the circumstance that Moses found himself in, how would you respond t the encounter with God?


The Bible does a fair job for an ancient text of actually building up character. We are given pretty detail profiles of the significant people in the Bible and that should tell us, first of all, that people are more than the things that they do. Let’s try and appreciate the inconvenience of passing on this written word over the centuries. It has not been easy to pass on Moses’ background, so that we could know his riches-to-rags story.


Moses approaches the burning bush with lots of reasons to question God. 


When confronted with life’s hardships a lot of us, whether speaking to the empty space around us, or in some semblance of prayer, or to the people who may be with us, we ask, “WHY?”


Why this?


Why now?


Why him or her?


Why me?!


And when that space seems silent, and the people around us can only sigh, and when the ‘still small voice’ of God is muffled by doubts and fears and disbelief, and when the answer to our ‘WHY’s is beyond our hearing; how that question burns to the point of even consuming us.

Often, when it comes to questioning God, we already have an answer that we want to hear. When Paul tells the Romans church not to conform to the pattern of the world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind’ (Romans 12:2) he is telling them to do more than to stop behaving like everyone else, but he is calling on those who would be Christ’s followers to look at the world in a different way. We need to have different expectations and be open in our hearts enough to recognize God’s action and even to look first for what God’s purpose might be.


Not to beat-around-the-bush (the burning bush especially), but this is especially hard when it comes to death and dying and the pain of illness, or sudden and tragic loss. The rest of life’s questions give us time to explore and search out and to gradually listen for answer’s to our ‘why?’, but not death. Death seems so final, so absolute and in its end it is silent. That is death without Christ.


For death without Christ is silent. 


The apostle Peter is confronted by the reality that Jesus’ ministry was heading not for a throne, but for the cross. In our reading today from Matthew Peter is trying to wrap his head around how the meaning of all of this miraculous ministry could be answered by Jesus being persecuted and executed.


And Peter’s answer is just like our answer, ‘hilion kurios touton’, our Bible translation tells us this means ““Never, Lord!” “This shall never happen to you!”(Matt. 16:22), but to really get the sense this is a plea-filled denial, ‘for mercy’s sake Lord, no way!” or “Lord (addressing Jesus) if God is good, No!”

Moses too, doubts the burning answer that comes as he approaches the burning bush. His life was a burning question. Moses did not need to say a thing. His life, from the suffer that caused him to be separated from his family at birth, to his upbringing, to his fall from power (but not grace), to his exile, to the new life he was living in Midian, and now to be called back to Egypt and face persecution and death, and not even just that, but to face and put a new meaning on everything his life had been about up to that point.

Moses, asks a significant question (and it is one that Peter had already answered), Moses asks, verse 13, “13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?””

Now God has already identified himself [back in verse 6], “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”, so why is Moses checking God’s identity for the second time.

This is so important for today’s Christians, because with so many voices telling us to do this, accept that - informing and reasoning for us what is right and wrong – while we should never doubt God’s guidance we need to question who the source is for what we believe. (1Cor 12, 1Cor 14, 2Cor 11:13, 1 John 4)

But once we have accepted God and grow in our following of Christ we need to also stand firm, even when many voices might challenge us. Peter had accepted Jesus as the Christ, but would not accept what Jesus had to say and that is exactly where Satan stands. Jesus is not being overly harsh but calling Peter on how his actions based on his belief have put him in the wrong camp. 

How we respond to our faith, even while our belief might be right, is so significant. If we respond to our faith in Christ by being hateful, prejudiced, or self-righteous hypocrites then we do not represent the Spirit we are given in Christ, nor are we overflowing with the grace that has been offered to us.

Paul describes such like this (2 Corinthians 11:13) “13For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.”
Rather than asking God to prove his identity, what Moses is asking for is help in understanding that God is God. That is the answer that helps us most. Most of the time, perhaps all of the time, when faced with life’s hardest moments and most challenging choices when we ask ‘why?’ we can never grasp the full scope of either what we are asking or the answers that are given.

But, the ‘whys and the hows’ of this life are answered in the very name of God and the promises that are true in Christ and our experience of God’s own Holy Spirit, that no matter the problem, the questions or the answers that we understand or don’t understand. God is with us always, now and forever.

13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.£ This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
15God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.
May the love of God and all God’s promises be with you this day in a new and more real way, and may you confidence in his love grow as you share that love from this generation to all that shall come. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 29 Praise Him, Praise Him, 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 25 ‘Midst prayers of thanks 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe,  Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, the family and friends of Ron, new school year, children’s church programs , Bible studies

Announcements:  

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Bible Study hosted at ___________(or Manse) September 12th as an evening program (7pm- 8:30). We are beginning with the letter to the Romans, but it can go anywhere. Running from Sept. 12th to Nov. 18th  . 

Breakfast –  September 30th 7:30am to 10am at The Beersville Hall. Come out in support of local village halls.

Christian Fellowship potluck – October 1st 2017 at 4:30pm

Communion Services – Will be October 1st (World Communion) & October 8th (Thanksgiving Sunday)

Thanks – The folks over at the Beersville Hall are very thankful for the fine turnout yesterday for the breakfast.
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Condolences – Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Ron Wilson.  

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
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  Mission Moments:  September 8 is International Literacy Day Francisco Coll School sits on a landfill site surrounded by shelters built by families trying to make ends meet by collecting trash. With the support of Presbyterian World Service & Development in Guatemala, Francisco Coll is providing vulnerable boys and girls with a proper education in a safe environment. Maria Herrera, a student, dreams of graduating from university and becoming an administrator.. Her mother doesn’t have a reliable income, with support from PWS&D, she can continue going to the school she loves. In a letter thanking PWS&D for its support she says, “I ask God that every day you have good health and blessings and that you continue to be able to help adolescents achieve their dreams and goals, like me.”  
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