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December 10th 2017 – Advent II

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  Session –  Our next joint meeting is set for January 3rd at 7pm at Zion Presbyterian Church, West Branch. 
Today we welcome Rose Fillmore and Connie Agnew to the leadership of the church as Elders of the Session of St. Andrew’s Clairville.

Santa’s Helpers – Please drop off any gifts today or tomorrow at either ht e nigh school or to the RC church hall. Donations can be made at the Credit Union.  

Christmas Carolling Event – Hosted @ in Bass River – Elma Campbell (785-4498 or Sandy 785-4383) is working on getting people together for a night of carolling and festive joy. Hope to see you there tonight. 

Christmas Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses, Please share as a part of your mission to the community. Community Carol Sing - Dec. 22nd 6pm at the Beersville Community Centre We come together for evenings of song & fellowship. All welcome

Christmas Eve Services – 

4pm @ St. Mark’s, Bass River
 readers and singers needed   

7pm @ St. Andrew’s, Clairville

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Christmas Candlelight Service  Hosted at St. James  on Jan. 7 @7pm

Members classes will be starting in the new year. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year, later in January. Also, If you would like to start or host a bible study in the new  year please contact Rev. Sutherland or speak to one of our church elders.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available.

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy Peace
World Peace Living Faith
L: Christ, the Prince of Peace,

calls his followers to seek peace in the world.

R: We know that nations have fought in self-defense

and that war, at times, may be unavoidable.

L: But the tragic evil that comes with war,

the slaughter of men, women, and children

must rouse us to work for peace.

R: We protest against the world arms race

that diminishes our ability to fight

hunger, ignorance, poverty and disease.

We fear nuclear war

and the devastation it would bring.

L: We affirm that God is at work when people are

ashamed of the inhumanity of war

and work for peace with justice.

R: We pray for peace

to him who is the Prince of Peace.
Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth,
giving a promise of safety and worth.

Refrain:
When God is a child there's joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be 

strong, and none shall be afraid.
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 120 O come all ye faithful 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 85 [Pew Bible] 

1    You showed favor to your land, O LORD;
    you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2    You forgave the iniquity of your people
    and covered all their sins.
Selah
3    You set aside all your wrath
    and turned from your fierce anger.
4    Restore us again, O God our Savior,
    and put away your displeasure toward us.
5    Will you be angry with us forever?
    Will you prolong your anger through all generations?
6    Will you not revive us again,
    that your people may rejoice in you?
7    Show us your unfailing love, O LORD,
    and grant us your salvation.
8    I will listen to what God the LORD will say;
    he promises peace to his people, his saints—
    but let them not return to folly.
9    Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
    that his glory may dwell in our land.
10    Love and faithfulness meet together;
    righteousness and peace kiss each other.
11    Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
    and righteousness looks down from heaven.
12    The LORD will indeed give what is good,
    and our land will yield its harvest.
13    Righteousness goes before him
    and prepares the way for his steps.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 130 O little town of Bethlehem 

  Scripture Readings:   OT – Isaiah 40:1-11     

  1    Comfort, comfort my people,
    says your God.
2    Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and proclaim to her
    that her hard service has been completed,
    that her sin has been paid for,
    that she has received from the LORD’S hand
    double for all her sins.
3    A voice of one calling:
    “In the desert prepare
    the way for the LORD£;
    make straight in the wilderness
    a highway for our God.£
4    Every valley shall be raised up,
    every mountain and hill made low;
    the rough ground shall become level,
    the rugged places a plain.
5    And the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
    and all mankind together will see it.
    For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6    A voice says, “Cry out.”
    And I said, “What shall I cry?”
    “All men are like grass,
    and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.
7    The grass withers and the flowers fall,
    because the breath of the LORD blows on them.
    Surely the people are grass.
8    The grass withers and the flowers fall,
    but the word of our God stands forever.”
9    You who bring good tidings to Zion,
    go up on a high mountain.
    You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem,£
    lift up your voice with a shout,
    lift it up, do not be afraid;
    say to the towns of Judah,
    “Here is your God!”
10    See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power,
    and his arm rules for him.
    See, his reward is with him,
    and his recompense accompanies him.
11    He tends his flock like a shepherd:
    He gathers the lambs in his arms
    and carries them close to his heart;
    he gently leads those that have young.
                             Epistle – 2 Peter 3:8-15a

8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.£
11Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.£ That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.
14So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.
Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Mark 1:1-8

1The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.£
2It is written in Isaiah the prophet:
    “I will send my messenger ahead of you,
    who will prepare your way”£—
3    “a voice of one calling in the desert,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.’”£
4And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I baptize you with£ water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
The Ordination of New Elders Connie Agnew & Rose Fillmore

Helen J. 

Earlier in the fall, after the discernment of our session, and with the prayerful support of the Joint Session of the Pastoral Charge, we entered into a process of election, whereby members in good standing were considered by the membership of this congregation, and elected; choosing up to two persons. 
Two people were chosen, and with much support.

These two have been approached and questions and after prayerful consideration are prepared to answer to their call to eldership by this congregation and the Holy Spirit. 

Alfred F.

Moderator, on behalf of the Session and the people of this congregation, I present to you Rose Fillmore & Connie Agnew and request that you now proceed to ordain them as elders and admit them to the Session.

The moderator shall say:
Listen to what The Presbyterian Church in Canada believes concerning the ministry of ruling elders.

preamble

Approved, 1971 Revised, 1992, 1998.
All ministries of the Church proceed from and are sustained by the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is our Prophet, Priest and King, the Minister of the covenant of grace.  By the operation of God's Word and Spirit, the Church is gathered, equipped, and sent out to participate in this ministry.  All members of the Church are called to share the Gospel with the world, and to offer to the Father the worship and service that are due to the Creator from the creation, through Christ, the only Mediator, until he comes again.  That the Church may be continually renewed and nurtured for ministry, Christ furnishes the Church with pastors and teachers.  He requires and enables the Church to discern and to confirm by ordination those whom he calls to this pastoral and teaching office.  The standards of his Church he entrusts in a special degree of responsibility to their care.

The Form of Presbyterial Church Government of the 

Westminster Assembly reminds us that Christ has furnished some in the Church, beside the Ministers of the Word, with gifts for government and with commission to execute the same, when called thereunto, who are to join with the Minister in the government of the church, which officers reformed churches commonly call Elders.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada is bound only to Jesus Christ, the Church’s King and Head.  The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as the written Word of God, testifying to Christ the living Word, are the canon of all doctrine, by which Christ rules our faith and life.  We acknowledge our historic continuity with the Holy Catholic Church and our doctrinal heritage in the ecumenical creeds, and the confessions of the Reformation.  Our subordinate standards are the Westminster Confession of Faith as adopted in 1875 and 1889, the Declaration of Faith Concerning Church and Nation of 1954, Living Faith (Foi Vivant) as adopted in 1998, and such doctrine as the Church, in obedience to Scripture and under the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit, may yet confess in the Church’s continuing function of reformulating the faith.

(Here shall follow in the Service of Ordination a statement of duties of the elder.)

the vows
The moderator shall address the elders-elect, saying:
Rose & Connie that your faith in God and your integrity of purpose may be declared before God and all people, you are required in terms of this preamble to answer the questions appointed for all who would enter the office of the Ruling Elder.

1. Do you believe in God the Father, made known in his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom the Holy Spirit witnesses in the witnesses in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments?


I do.
2.
Do you accept the subordinate standards of this Church, promising to uphold its doctrine under the continual illumination and correction of the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scriptures and to be guided thereby in fostering Christian belief, worship and service among the people? 


I do. God being my helper
3.
Do you accept the government of this Church by sessions, presbyteries, synods, and general assemblies, and do you promise to share in and submit yourself to all lawful oversight therein, and to follow no divisive course, but to seek the peace and unity of Christ among your people and throughout the Holy Catholic Church?


I do. God being my helper
4.
In accepting the office of Elder, do you promise to perform your duties in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, striving to build up his Church and to strengthen its mission in the world?


I do. God being my helper
May the Lord bless you and give you grace to keep these vows.

The congregation shall stand, and the minister shall say:

The ordination of elders in a congregation, if their leadership and ministry are to be fruitful, involves responsibilities for both the elders and the people of the church.  These questions therefore I  direct to you, the members and adherents of this congregation, so that you may renew your obligations to this shared ministry.

1.
Do you confess your faith in God as creator and ruler of the world, in Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord, and in the Holy Spirit as your inspiration and strength?

If so reposnd
We do.
2.
Do you receive ________, _________, ________ as elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead you in the way of Christ? 

If so reposnd
We do.
3.
Do you agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions as they guide you, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is head of the church?

If so reposnd
We do.
May the Lord bless you and give you grace to keep these promises.   Amen. 
Celebrating the Lord’s Supper

See liturgy

Hymn for Illumination:  BoP 123 Infant holy, Infant lowly   

Sermon: A moment’s peace

A great many people are trying to make peace, but that has already been done. God has not left it for us to do; all we have to do is to enter into it.
Dwight Lyman Moody (1837–1899)
Emotional peace and calm come after doing God’s will and not before.
Erwin W. Lutzer (1941– )
God takes life’s pieces and gives us unbroken peace.
W. D. Gough
Peace cannot be kept by force. It can only be achieved by understanding.
Albert Einstein (1879–1955)
Peace is not made at the council tables, or by treaties, but in the hearts of men.
Herbert Hoover (1874–1964)
 The time of business does not differ from the time of prayer; and in the noise and clutter of my kitchen, while several persons are at the same time calling for different things, I possess God in as great tranquility as if I were upon my knees at the Blessed Sacrament. 

Lawrence of the resurrection. 

thee, O God, we turn for peace . . . but grant us too the blessed assurance that nothing shall deprive us of that peace, neither ourselves, nor our foolish earthly desires, nor my wild longings, nor the anxious cravings of my heart.
Søren Aabye Kierkegaard 
True peace is found by man in the depths of his own heart, the dwelling-place of God.
Johann Tauler (c. 1300–1361)
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 125 Shepherd in the fields abiding
Benediction 

Dismissal: 128 See amid the winter’s snow (Vs. 2)
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Angus & Ruby Reid, Joe, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, Santa’s Helpers, Audrey & her family & friends, Santa’s Helpers,  
Mission Moments World AIDS Day
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“There’s one Christmas carol that’s suitable for my
voice. The one where the dogs bark Jingle Bells.”



Dr. Eddy Jonas, head of women’s health at Zanmi Lasantein Haiti, is standing up for victims of gender-based violence. While Haiti’s justice system is unable to respond adequately to widespread occurrences of violence against women, Dr. Jonas remains committed to providing the medical care, psychosocial support and community accompaniment victims need to recover. Dr. Jonas is thankful for the support from Presbyterian World Service & Development that is helping address this critical human rights issue and giving victims hope again.“If we can’t receive victims and give them proper treatment, then we are a part of the system of violence,” says Dr. Jonas. “There is a level of responsibility.”His hope for the program is to provide a shelter for women after they receive treatment.

