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December 17th 2017 – Advent III

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  Session –  Our next joint meeting is set for January 3rd at 7pm at Zion Presbyterian Church, West Branch. 
Santa’s Helpers – Please drop off any gifts today or tomorrow at either ht e nigh school or to the RC church hall. Donations can be made at the Credit Union.  

Christmas Memorial Bulb Campaign – St. Andrew’s call Tanya Ryan 785-6696; St. Mark’s call Willah Ryan 785-4479; St. James call David/Shelley Cail 785-4323 or  Doreen Cail 523-9357   

Christmas Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses, Please share as a part of your mission to the community. Community Carol Sing - Dec. 22nd 6pm at the Beersville Community Centre We come together for evenings of song & fellowship. All welcome

Christmas Eve Services – 

4pm @ St. Mark’s, Bass River
 readers and singers needed   

7pm @ St. Andrew’s, Clairville

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Christmas Candlelight Service  Hosted at St. James  on Jan. 7 @7pm

Members classes will be starting in the new year. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year, later in January. Also, If you would like to start or host a bible study in the new  year please contact Rev. Sutherland or speak to one of our church elders.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy Joy

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 110 Come Thou long expected Jesus

  BoP 114

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 126 [Pew Bible] 

1    When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.
2    Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them.
3    The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.
4    Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south.
5    They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
6    He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
KJV

1    When the LORD brought back the captives to£ Zion,
    we were like men who dreamed.£
2    Our mouths were filled with laughter,
    our tongues with songs of joy.
    Then it was said among the nations,
    “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3    The LORD has done great things for us,
    and we are filled with joy.
[image: image1.wmf]4    Restore our fortunes,£ O LORD,
    like streams in the Negev.
5    Those who sow in tears
    will reap with songs of joy.
6    He who goes out weeping,
    carrying seed to sow,
    will return with songs of joy,
    carrying sheaves with him.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 139 Hark the Herald angels sing 

     BoP 132
Special Music – (Zion) The Angel’s Cried 



(Sally & Lucy)

Scripture Readings:   OT – Isaiah 61:1-10       

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 3To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.
4And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations. 5And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers. 6But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD: men shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves. 7For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them. 8For I the LORD love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct their work in truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed.
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.
KJV

1    The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
    because the LORD has anointed me
    to preach good news to the poor.
    He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
    to proclaim freedom for the captives
    and release from darkness for the prisoners,£
2    to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favor
    and the day of vengeance of our God,
    to comfort all who mourn,
3    and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
    to bestow on them a crown of beauty
    instead of ashes,
    the oil of gladness
    instead of mourning,
    and a garment of praise
    instead of a spirit of despair.
    They will be called oaks of righteousness,
    a planting of the LORD
    for the display of his splendor.
4    They will rebuild the ancient ruins
    and restore the places long devastated;
    they will renew the ruined cities
    that have been devastated for generations.
5    Aliens will shepherd your flocks;
    foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.
6    And you will be called priests of the LORD,
    you will be named ministers of our God.
    You will feed on the wealth of nations,
    and in their riches you will boast.
7    Instead of their shame
    my people will receive a double portion,
    and instead of disgrace
    they will rejoice in their inheritance;
    and so they will inherit a double portion in their land,
    and everlasting joy will be theirs.
8    “For I, the LORD, love justice;
    I hate robbery and iniquity.
    In my faithfulness I will reward them
    and make an everlasting covenant with them.
9    Their descendants will be known among the nations
    and their offspring among the peoples.
    All who see them will acknowledge
    that they are a people the LORD has blessed.”
10    I delight greatly in the LORD;
    my soul rejoices in my God.
    For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
    and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness,
    as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
NIV

                            Epistle – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

16Rejoice evermore. 17Pray without ceasing. 18In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 19Quench not the Spirit. 20Despise not prophesyings. 21Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 22Abstain from all appearance of evil.
23And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 25Brethren, pray for us. 26Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss. 27I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren. 28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.
KJV

16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
19Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 20do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind of evil.
23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.
25Brothers, pray for us. 26Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. 27I charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers.
28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
NIV

 Gospel – Luke 1:46-55

46And Mary said, “My soul doth magnify the Lord,

 47And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

48For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 

for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

49For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.

50And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. 

51He hath showed strength with his arm; 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

52He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 

53He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

54He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 

55As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. KJV

46And Mary said:
    “My soul glorifies the Lord
47    and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48    for he has been mindful
    of the humble state of his servant.
    From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49    for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
    holy is his name.
50    His mercy extends to those who fear him,
    from generation to generation.
51    He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52    He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
53    He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.
54    He has helped his servant Israel,
    remembering to be merciful
55    to Abraham and his descendants forever,
    even as he said to our fathers.”
NIV

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Please return these copies to the back of the church following the service for reuse
Communion for Christmas and the New Year
Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
We will gather at many tables - in our homes and in the homes of those we love - and celebrate the birth of our Lord and the advent of a New Year by breaking of bread and the fellowship of great feasts,.


Yet this table offers a renewing and greater fellowship, and a richer and fuller meal; for this is the table offered by our Lord Jesus Christ, and everyone who confesses, in love, that He is their Saviour, Friend and Lord is welcome.

Invitation to the Lord’s Table:
The Lord be with you

And also with you
Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
We come to this festive table at Christ’s invitation; for this is a gift given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down His life for us, His sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, and it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: “the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. [Luke 13:29]
This holy meal is a gift that God offers to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul that God’s incarnate Son, Jesus the Christ, is Lord; and who - by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power - gives us the gifts of understanding and faith that we may know God in this life. Let us then, offer to God our confession of faith as we together declare . .  

Confession of faith:
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord our God, we offer to you the confession of our hearts, that we might give to you a gift that honours all you do for us.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Help us to live and breathe and be nourished in the grace given in Christ Jesus. Lord, cleanse your people from their sin.

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

May we be watchful for the signs of your grace throughout our lives, as your Holy Spirit awakens in your faithful people a call to manifest ‘Peace on Earth’ in all seasons, as we honour Christ. 

Inspire us in sharing and living the good news that is Christ’s coming into our lives. Emmanuel, God with us!

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set upon our lives mercy, humility, modesty, and diligence as signs and seals upon your people.

Lord, this bread was made from the grain that you caused to grow, and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You grace brings them to this table and in grace you have drawn us to this table to share in your blessing through them. Now, O Lord, we pray that the bread and cup will be a new blessing and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Remind us Lord, that we also are made and called to fulfill more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess Christ and declare His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, may we be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the Good News in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: 

“Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, after they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

            Matthew 25:28; 1 Corinthians 11:25

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
As often as you eat this bread and drink, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 








1 Corinthians 11:26
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God,

we give you thanks for the peace of this hour, and the blessing we have received in Jesus Christ. We rejoice with all the angelic host in Christ’s coming, in beauty and innocence into the world, that we may have peace everlasting, on earth and forever in heaven with you. 

We give you thanks that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s body and blood. 

Give us the grace to carry his word into the world, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen



Sharing of the peace of Christ - 

[You are invited to share the peace you have now received with all gathered with you at this meal; and to extend that greeting to all the world as you go this day, serving Christ in all you do]
Communion Hymn
May we rise from this table a renewed people, born anew in the waters of our baptism, and refreshed and nourished in spirit, that our lives might strongly glorify the Lord in all of who we are. 
Please return these copies to the back of the church following the service for reuse
Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 168 See amid the winter’s snow 

  
BoP 128

Sermon: Finding life’s hidden joys
You may have seen the Heritage Minute with men throwing a ball into a peach basket. James Naismith, worked out of the Boston area invented Basketball at a YMCA facility, but he was trained as a minister at the Presbyterian College in Montreal. That was the way ministry was done a hundred or so years ago. The YMCA in those days worked to uplift young people from difficult life situations while offering life skills training in a Christian environment. Supported by various churches, it worked on the principle that real faith was a part of everyday- life. 

Among Naismith’s contemporaries was another minister named Samuel Dickey Gordon worked for the YMCA in Ohio. He wrote a number of books, written for the every-day reader; in a similar style to what we might find in our devotional-like ‘Daily Bread’ or our ‘Today’ books. He gives us a very down-to-earth explanation of what joy is. He says: “Joy is distinctly a Christian word and a Christian thing. It is the reverse of happiness. Happiness is the result of what happens of an agreeable sort. Joy has its springs deep down inside. And that spring never runs dry, no matter what happens. Only Jesus gives that joy. He had joy, singing its music within, even under the shadow of the cross.”


Joy is an essential Christian virtue that must be understood if our faith is to take us from the cradle to the cross. As Christmas has become so much about ‘things’ - even the things we do and the events that seem important – we lose our experience of joy under the blanket of all the happiness we can stuff into our lives. 


But joy is not about being happy. In the midst of sadness and tremendous grief we can have joy. Joy is that profound connection to God when all around us seems impossible and even daunting. 


Consider Mary and Elizabeth, both women in impossible situations, in the midst of miracles, but on the brink of personal disaster if what God was doing through them was not understood. Together they embrace in their joy and in their joy there is happiness.


Mary declares: ““My soul glorifies/magnifies the Lord 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.”

Joy is not something we control and order, but that we open ourselves to when we receive the Holy Spirit, when we open ourselves to the power that gives this fellowship meaning.  Mary discovers and celebrates that God is at work in her life, that she has a calling, that her vocation is to bring about the life of the Messiah of God, that she is to be Mother to that Messiah.

Composer Richard Wagner once said: “Joy is not in things; it is in us.”

I am not always happy in my life as a minister, nor in my life as a father or as a husband. But the deep-rooted-satisfaction that gives me peace in my moments of sadness, and strength in my moments of trial, does not depend on whether I am happy or not, but through the offering of the power to persevere that guides our following of God’s will. 


Author C.S. Lewis writes: “Joy is never in our power, and pleasure is. I doubt whether anyone who has tasted joy would ever, if both were in his power, exchange it for all the pleasure in the world.”

We have a decision to make. If we make Christmas about being happy, we’ll call it a birthday party and that’ll be the end of it. The end of it will be when the presents are all put away and the tree is gong and the decorations stored away, and the lights are taken down. Then the cold of winter will come and the annual meetings will happen and by the time we arrive at Easter the real strength to celebrate the miracle of the cross will be lost in the tossed out wrappings of the season.


But if we open ourselves, and make ourselves vulnerable enough to really receive Christ in our Christmas celebrations, then all of this has meaning. As the Apostle Paul points us to see, in his letter to the Thessalonians, joy is an enduring feeling that creates endurance ‘rejoice always’


How is that possible? It is not of our doing, but is God offering to His faithful who will receive and hold onto the gifts that God offers us, the gifts we really need in our lives, (vs.23): “23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.”


Joy is knowing that God, knows you, has a purpose for you, believes in you and that God will support you. Joy is in celebrating that God loves you so much that God would give up His own Son for you, that you may have everlasting life and joy.


Rejoice, again I will say it rejoice. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP NBoP 166 Once in royal David’s city

 
           BoP 129
Benediction 

Dismissal: 128 See amid the winter’s snow vs 3
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting,, or are new to the community, we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, John, 

Announcements:  Session –  Our next joint meeting is set for January 3rd at 7pm at Zion Presbyterian Church, West Branch. 
Santa’s Helpers – Please drop off any gifts today or tomorrow at either ht e nigh school or to the RC church hall. Donations can be made at the Credit Union.  

Christmas Memorial Bulb Campaign – St. Andrew’s call Tanya Ryan 785-6696; St. Mark’s call Willah Ryan 785-4479; St. James call David/Shelley Cail 785-4323 or  Doreen Cail 523-9357   

Christmas Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses, Please share as a part of your mission to the community. Community Carol Sing - Dec. 22nd 6pm at the Beersville Community Centre We come together for evenings of song & fellowship. All welcome

Christmas Eve Services – 

4pm @ St. Mark’s, Bass River
 readers and singers needed   

7pm @ St. Andrew’s, Clairville

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Christmas Candlelight Service  Hosted at St. James  on Jan. 7 @7pm

Members classes will be starting in the new year. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year, later in January. Also, If you would like to start or host a bible study in the new  year please contact Rev. Sutherland or speak to one of our church elders.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 
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Mission Moments December 17 – Equipping and nurturing future church leaders Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing equip and nurture future church leaders who in turn will equip and nurture others to witness faithfully in the world. In 2017, 18 students graduated from our three theological colleges – Knox College in Toronto, The Presbyterian College in Montreal and Vancouver School of Theology and St. Andrew’s Hall in Vancouver. These colleges provide a strong academic and practical foundation to prepare students to serve our congregations. The PCC supports ministry candidates and their presbyteries as they work to discern the candidate’s call. In 2017, 16 candidates attended the PCC’s Guidance Conference, which helps participants recognize their abilities, strengths and weaknesses and develop a plan of growth as they move forward. Together, we also encourage and support new clergy who have just begun their ministries. 
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