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ORDER OF SERVICE

Call to Christ’s Cradle [Luke 1:67-75] 

   
      read by Willah Ryan

Luke 1:67-75

67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
68    “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
    because he has come and has redeemed his people.
69    He has raised up a horn£ of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David
70    (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
71    salvation from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us—
72    to show mercy to our fathers
    and to remember his holy covenant,
73    the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
74    to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
    and to enable us to serve him without fear
75    in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
Hymn BoP 120 O come all ye faithful

Prayer of Approach & Confession [Responsive]
 

O Lord who set the stars of night, we turn to face a wondrous sight

We join the ancient angels’ song, may our voices join the saintly throng

The prophets word is now fulfilled, the Son of God is born our child.

As praise is on earth it echoes above, as we seek to embrace this child in love. 

And understand our purpose here, as we set aside our fears.

To be filled with wondrous grace, to offer peace to the human race

To offer hope to those who need, to serve you God by word and deed.

To turn our back on them no more, but heal the sick and uplift the poor. 

And all to celebrate your birth, that you have come to give us worth

Almighty God, O Holy Child, may we in your Spirit stay a while
And from the busy world refrain, and encounter you swaddled in a manger lane  

Emmanuel! God with us! Here! Answer to your people’s prayers.
Salvation from all mortal sin, Open your heart and let Christ in.

O Lord our God, hear songs and prayers. You alone are the one who hears. And we lift it up Jesus Christ name, who came as a child to heal our pain.. Amen

Assurance from God’s Word [Psalm 98]
Psalm 98

1    Sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things;
    his right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2    The LORD has made his salvation known
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3    He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
    all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
4    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
    burst into jubilant song with music;
5    make music to the LORD with the harp,
    with the harp and the sound of singing,
6    with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it.
8    Let the rivers clap their hands,
    let the mountains sing together for joy;
9    let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 



   read by David Cail
Matthew 1:18-25

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,£ because he will save his people from their sins.”
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”£—which means, “God with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
Hymn BoP 141 Away in a manger

Scripture: Luke 2: 1-3, 4-7, 8-12
  
read by Sheila Handrahan

Luke 2: 1-3, 

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register.

4-7,

4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

8-12
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ£ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Candles of Hope, & Peace, are lit
 

There is a new kid in town C. Putnam Jr., C Putnam, D. Cook, K Whitley 
by Sheila Handrahan

Hymn BoP 132 Hark! The herald angels sing

Scripture: Luke 2:13-14, 15-20 


read by Jean Chilcott

Luke 2:13-14, 

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14    “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
15-20
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Candles of Joy & Love are lit
Reflection: O to Have Been a Shepherd By Bonnie Cane         read by Jean Chilcott 
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Hymn BoP 130 O little town of Bethlehem 

A Story with the Children – The Spirit of Christmas    written by Nancy Tillman







read by David Sutherland
Crafts will be available for the children to do during the rest of the service
Reflection: Listening for angels



(ref. Ps 8:2, Luke 2:1-12))


The word angel comes from the Greek word for messenger. When we read, in the Bible about God’s angels we are reading about God’s messengers. Out side of their miraculous appearance, their shining garments, perhaps forms with wings, perhaps just shafts of light with a voice, the angels are those that deliver a message from God.


Angels are the muses for the prophets and symbols of God’s power at work among us and creation. They resonate in the accounts of great battles of Israel’s past, and as reminders of God’s rule and laws.

But in the account of the gospels of Luke and Matthew the angels do something much more profound.:

 When they speak to Zechariah, or proclaim to Mary, 

when they speak to Joseph in a dream, 

when they come to the shepherds at night;

in each of these circumstances the angels do more than deliver a messages, they turn the world around them into prophets. These are not messages that will inspire one or two people, but are ‘good tidings of great joy for all the people.’


And Zechariah was in the Holy of Holies, in the midst of prayer for God’s grace upon His people. Mary was deemed already as highly favoured, perhaps with skills and graces that would have marked as a prophetess or another of a leaders, we cannot be certain.  But in the account of Christ’s birth it is perhaps the shepherds that might bring us to a moment of pause, that in the town of David – the shepherd king of Israel, it would be the shepherds who would be blessed with the pronouncement of the Messiah and would be Christ’s messengers, his first angels among humanity. 


So, whether you come as Zechariah or Mary, as sacred duty or blessed response, or if you come from your daily labours, come into this celebration with your spirits open to listen to the voices of angels singing, still singing of the coming of the Saviour King.


Perhaps you will hear it in the voice of children, or in a touching Christmas song, perhaps through the gifts you exchange, or a moment – just a moment of pause in all the hustle and bustle – and there you too feel drawn to the manger, to the love of God come down and dwelling among you, to give you peace where you had no peace, and joy where you never thought you would have joy again. 


Then, be an angel, and pass the good word you have been given along, because someone near you is listening too, waiting for what God would have you say about His love. 
  
Offering & Offertory Hymn BoP 134 Joy to the world 
Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession 

& The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Hymn  BoP 132 Hark! The herald angels sing 

The Christ Candle [see bulletin insert] 
led by Sue & Crystal        The Christ Candle is lit
Reflection: He is born 

(ref. Is 7:14)
Somewhere deep in the pool of human instinct is an incredible desire to be accounted for at the time of the birth of a child. 

Observe it in yourself next time a child is born, or think back to the last time you heard the news of a child’s birth. We like to be counted around a birth. We like to be in the count of those included in the events that brought about a child’s birth, even if it is in deliver a blessing or saying a prayer. Who we are and where we are and what we are doing seem to matter more in the light of a new life.

It is interesting that Luke makes a point of saying that the whole known world was being counted when Jesus was born, as if implying the significance of Christ birth above any other birth; that relative to Christ Jesus birth everyone would remember who they were and where they were what they were doing.


It is not just a coincidence, but within the causality of God’s created order we are meant to know exactly where we stand when it comes to the birth of Christ. 


We celebrate each year this birth of over two thousand years ago, and still it is amazing how we use it as a way of refocusing ourselves, our lives, our meaning and purpose on something more than the rest of the busy world at rest. But with the perspective of those who first gathered around the stable and around the new-born baby boy, we are invited to the source of all meaning and perspective and the inspirer of all our callings in life.


He is born, Christ the Lord


And where are you in relation to this light of God’s love that has come down to set you free and make you whole?

Hymn BoP BoP 122 Silent Night 

Benediction

Merry Christmas Everyone,

May God bless you, yours, and all with whom you will share the joy of the Good News: Christ has come, and is coming again!
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Tonight’s bulletin cover is dedicated in memory of Harold & Irma Ryan and to celebrate of the work and service you have given in sharing the good news in Jesus Christ.
We look forward to seeing you Sunday, January 1st for worship and also here on Sunday January 7th , 7pm for a Christmas Candlelight service as we close the season and celebrate the memories we share of Christmas. 

Money from tonight’s offering is shared equally among the four congregations with each congregation deciding on mission or ministry project(s) to support.

Thank you everyone who gave generously to the work of this congregation and the pastoral charge. For all the ways you have shared the blessings you have been given, God Bless you and Merry Christmas.

“Christmas doesn't come from a store, 

maybe Christmas perhaps means a little bit more....” 
― Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!  
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