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ORDER OF SERVICE

Introit –





various music by Heather
Welcome  - Matthew 1:18-25     



read by Connie Agnew


18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,£ because he will save his people from their sins.”
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”£—which means, “God with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Opening Praise: BoP 120 O come all ye faithful        

Prayer of Approach & Confession [Responsive]
 

O Lord of the manger and wrapped in swaddling bands, born in a stable, you who were held in your creation’s arms and cradled from the world you made, 

You came into our form, taking on our vulnerabilities; humbling yourself into the form of one who serves, you have come to be our Prince of Peace

O Wonderful Counsellor you came to guide is the way we live life, for your are the very way of life. Lord of Creation, you set the setting swirling starlit skies and gave each bright point a purpose, setting one to blossom like a flower to announce our Saviour’s birth. May your word guide us in the truth your Holy Spirit reveals tonight

Your angels’ joyful song awakens our hopes, and we join with angel choirs, announce “Glory!” and “Peace!” for all the earth!

We are often afraid of your call to us, hiding our lives in things without meaning and tasks without real purpose.

Your angel messengers call us to seek for your light in the stable and manger Make us messengers with your good news, that all who are in the fields of war and of peace throughout the world may hear, and who are at rest may rise and sing

We welcome our Messiah, Jesus the Christ, who came as a little child

The Saviour of all, Son of God, Emmanuel

Everlasting Peace has dawned, our Hope is fulfilled, Joy is arisen in our lives

Everlasting Love has be born into our lives, to call us to a new and everlasting life. 

Almighty God, your children gather to bring your praise love. 
In Christ Jesus we pray, Amen


Assurance from God’s Word [Titus 2:11-14]

11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.
Praise: BoP 132 Hark! The herald angles sing
Scripture:  Psalm 98
   



read by Heather Morton
 

Psalm 98 


read by Heather Morton

1    Sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things;
    his right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2    The LORD has made his salvation known
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3    He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
    all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
4    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
    burst into jubilant song with music;
5    make music to the LORD with the harp,
    with the harp and the sound of singing,
6    with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it.
8    Let the rivers clap their hands,
    let the mountains sing together for joy;
9    let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.
Anthem:  Mary’s Boy Child 


featuring The Cooks & Mortons
Scripture: Luke 2: 1-3, 4-7, 8-12
  
read by Connie & Rose & co.

Luke 2: 1-3, 

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register.

4-7,

4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

8-12
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ£ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Candles of Hope, & Peace, are lit
Hymn:  BoP 141 Away in Manger 
Scripture: Luke 2:13-14, 15-20 
read by Aida & Rose & co.

Luke 2:13-14, 

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14    “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
15-20
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Candles of Joy & Love are lit
Reading – Amazing Peace 
written by Maya Angelou 
 read by Marly Sutherland


Crafts will be available for the children to do during the rest of the service
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12


read by Garth Morton

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi£ from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east£ and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ£ was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6    “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
    for out of you will come a ruler
    who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’£”
7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east£ went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
Reflection: The place

It would have more sense, in human terms, to have it all in a different place. Why not centralize the whole event and move it into Jerusalem. I mean if it has to be in a stable, why not the temple stable or the royal stable. As far as we know this might have been the innkeeper’s stable it might nor have been.


For all that why bother with Jerusalem at all. In that day and age things were either all happening out of Rome, or perhaps out of Beijing if you were coming from the east. So why wasn’t Jesus born in Rome. 

That would have got the word out. Then there would be no question of who he was. 


But the Bible does not get too specific. Even as the Magi arrive the gospel writer does not help, but just says, “The place where he was” apparently it was a house after Jesus has been born, perhaps during the time when Mary nursed and she and the baby Jesus would build up their strength.


It took them some time to settle down as well, avoiding Herod’s goon-soldiers they went to Egypt, again only somewhere in the country (though there were large Jewish settlements around Elephantine and Alexandria).


And even as His family settled back in Nazareth, they took pilgrimage to Jerusalem annually to participate in the major feast of the Passover, and during one journey – while Jesus was still very young – they lost track of Jesus among the caravans and crowds and only found Him later in the temple in discussion and debate with the temple rulers. 


So not until Jesus is in his thirties can we really figure out where and when and what Jesus is. Of course, it seems that once we can really peg down where Jesus was, the people of Jesus time to a perfectly adequate job of nailing him down and up for us.


It is what we too often do to God’s grace, given so freely and wonderfully for all the world to receive. We try to tear it apart and keep a little secure and safe just for us. We tie it down to the forms that make us feel comfortable and make us secure and feel safe.


But that is just not how God’s salvation works.


Salvation shows up in the midst of the world’s chaos. At an inopportune time and an unfortunate place. In to straw and linen, not silk and soft-cloth, born amidst the smell of animals, and swaddled against the cold of a dangerous and selfish world. 


God comes at times when we have to strain to understand God’s presence and allow ourselves to believe rather than have everything perfectly proven. God calls us to wonder.


A God makes a little animal stable the temple of greatest wonder, and a nameless night the of our greatest joy.  

Prayer of intercession and Thanksgiving

Offering & Offertory Hymn BoP 144 It came upon a midnight clear 
Prayer in Song – Immanuel (by Michael Card) 

sung by Rev. Sutherland

Scripture: John 1:1-14  




read by Rev. Sutherland
John 1:1-14  

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.
3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood£ it.
6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.£
10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13children born not of natural descent,£ nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,£ who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Reflection: Navigating on


    
What happens after Christmas Eve?

Well, we are going to have a time of fellowship if you want to stay and chat and not rush off, but we all have places to go. (yada)

The wise men, the Magi were guided by a star. 
As you may know I became a Toyota driver this year, but I always thought it was appropriate that I had car with a cross in the front. My little car was not fancy enough, but I also thought that it was nice that the car with the cross at the front could come equipped with OnStar service. Was this intentional. I have not found out if there some sort of subversive Christian plot to get us all to think back to some wandering kings, looking to the sky for inspiration and direction. I’d like to think their some devoted brother or sister in Christ who smile each time someone looks to a star to find direction.


We don’t look at the stars the same way they did in those days. We are now on the brink of reaching out and exploring those stars and their solar systems and discovering all else that God has created. 


But that is perhaps to big a thought for our quiet gathering tonight, and so I will ask you simply, of all the things that shine their light on you in your life, what is it that gives you direction?

Is it the love of your family that sets your path before you?

Is it the strength and sense of being that comes from the illumination of study and work?

Is it the support of friends who through thick of good and bad, even right and wrong choices see us through the tougher time s of life?

Is it the sense of you, who are deep down inside, that drives you on with a determination that is all your own?

What is your guiding star?

Is it Christ?

For that is why he came. That is why angels sang and shepherds ran through town proclaiming. That is why wise men followed their star to the place where he was.

That is why he spoke and taught. That is why he served and healed. That is why he lived, and why he died. 

To be your light, to be a light for us all together; that even in our darkness we might have a hope that is real.

The Christ Candle [Insert]


led by 

L:  God became man and dwelt among us.

R: In silence we ponder, in awe we confess this amazing truth.

L: Conceived by the Holy Spirit,

Born of the Virgin Mary,

R: The eternal Son of God humbled himself to be one with us.

L: To Israel and to the world came God in Christ.

R: To call Jesus Christ the Son of God is to say that he is God of God, Light of Light begotten, not made.

L: To see Jesus is to see God incarnate.

R: To know the Son is to know the Father.

L: God's nature is expressed in Jesus, the very Word of God.

R: Through him were all things made.

(light the Christ Candle)

All: His life is the light of the world.


We share the light of Christ 

Hymn NBoP 154 Silent night
Benediction

Hymn NBoP 153 Joy to the world

We look forward to seeing you on New Year’s Eve (day) for our regular worship services at Zion, West Branch 9:30am and Beersville at 11am as our celebration of Christ’s birth continues. 
Money from tonight’s offering is shared equally among the four congregations with each congregation deciding on mission or ministry project(s) to support.
Thank you everyone who gives generously to the work of this congregation and the pastoral charge. For all the ways you have share God blessings may continue to bless you and bless through you. Merry Christmas.
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It is Christmas every time you let God love others 

through you . . . yes, it is Christmas every 

time you smile at your brother 

and offer him your hand.
Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910– )

Tonight’s bulletin cover is donated loving memory Althea Fillmore & Ross Agnew and in honour of the work and service you have given in sharing the good news in Jesus Christ all through the year.
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