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December 31st 2017 –  Christmas I

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  Session –  Our next joint meeting is set for January 3rd at 7pm at Zion Presbyterian Church, West Branch. 
Santa’s Helpers – Thanks to everyone who participated in this year’s campaign. It was one of the strongest in years and come together well.

Christmas Candlelight Service  Will be hosted at St. James  on Jan. 7 @7pm – readers needed

Christmas Memorial Bulb Campaign – St. Andrew’s call Tanya Ryan 785-6696; St. Mark’s call Willah Ryan 785-4479; St. James call David/Shelley Cail 785-4323 or  Doreen Cail 523-9357   

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank wishes to thank all the congregations for their generosity and being able to meet the specific need of cereal this past fall. 

Members classes will be starting in the new year. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year, later in January. Also, If you would like to start or host a Bible study in the new  year or in lent, contact Rev. Sutherland or speak to one of our church elders.  

Christmas Eve Services – Thank you to the many people who gave of their talents and abilities in leading the worship on Christmas Eve. It was very special.
Annual Meetings – Please have your reports prepared and to Rev. Sutherland as soon as possible. Zion Wednesday Jan 18th, St. James Jan 14th or 28th, St Mark’s TBA St Andrew’s TBA

Condolences – The prayers and care of the congregations is shared with the family and friends of Lee MacDonald of West Branch, particularly his wife Carol and their children. Service was held yesterday at Zion, in West Branch. Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Call to Worship Living Faith & NBoP 133 Go tell it on the mountain (on bulletin)

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 143 Angels from the realms of glory

  BoP 125 Shepherds in the fields abiding

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 8 [Pew Bible] 

1    O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.
2    Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.
3    When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
4    What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?
5    For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.
6    Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:
7    All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;
8    The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!
KJV

1    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
    You have set your glory
    above the heavens.
2    From the lips of children and infants
    you have ordained praise
    because of your enemies,
    to silence the foe and the avenger.
3    When I consider your heavens,
    the work of your fingers,
    the moon and the stars,
    which you have set in place,
4    what is man that you are mindful of him,
    the son of man that you care for him?
5    You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
    and crowned him with glory and honour.
6    You made him ruler over the works of your hands;
    you put everything under his feet:
7    all flocks and herds,
    and the beasts of the field,
8    the birds of the air,
    and the fish of the sea,
    all that swim the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 160 Unto us a child is born 

     BoP 142 Unto us a boy is born

Scripture Readings:   OT – Isaiah 61:10-62:3       

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.
62:1For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. 2And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. 3Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.KJV

10    I delight greatly in the LORD;
    my soul rejoices in my God.
    For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
    and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness,
    as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11    For as the soil makes the sprout come up
    and a garden causes seeds to grow,
    so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise
    spring up before all nations.
62:1    For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
    for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,
    till her righteousness shines out like the dawn,
    her salvation like a blazing torch.
2    The nations will see your righteousness,
    and all kings your glory;
    you will be called by a new name
    that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.
3    You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’S hand,
    a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
NIV

                            Epistle – Galatians 4:4-7

4But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

6And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

7Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. KJV

4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.

 6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,£ Father.” 

7So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 145 In the bleak mid-winter 

  
  BoP 121
 Gospel – Luke 2:22-40

22And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; 23(As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) 24And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.
25And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, 28Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: 30For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 31Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 32A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 33And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him. 34And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; 35(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 36And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; 37And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 38And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 39And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 40And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.
KJV

22When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”£ ), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”£
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
29    “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
    you now dismiss£ your servant in peace.
30    For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31    which you have prepared in the sight of all people,
32    a light for revelation to the Gentiles
    and for glory to your people Israel.”
33The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was a widow until she was eighty-four.£ She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.
NIV

Sermon: Resolutions upon the feasts

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Audrey, Joan, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, John, Margie, Sharon, 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 
What child is this
Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP NBoP 153 Joy to the world

 
           BoP 134
Benediction 

Dismissal: BoP 128 See amid the winter’s snow (vs. 5)
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)*Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting,, or are new to the community, we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Called into relationship Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the Rev. Blair and Vivian Bertrand as they serve a three-year term with the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian in Malawi. Blair supports leadership development through the Blantyre Synod’s youth department, Zomba Theological College and the Theological Education by Extension program. Vivian’s desire is to support the Synod’s work combating poverty. Blair feels called to this mission, and shares that “to be sent is to participate in the mission of God.” Vivian adds, “As Christians, we are called into relationship. My understanding of mission centers around the idea that we are all impoverished in our own way, and as humans living in this world, through the grace of God, we have something to offer our brothers and sisters.”  
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