A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Bev Dunn, Dolly MacDonald, Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com 
pccweb.ca/brpc

December 3rd  2017 – Advent I 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & announcements

Communion Services – Through our advent Sundays we will be celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Please let elders or our minister know if you know anyone wishing home communion celebrations.
Announcements: Thanks & Prayers - Bob’s family thanks everyone for their great shows of support. You continue to be a pastoral presence and a source of strength in a difficult time. God bless you all. 

Session – The Session of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church is called to meet on December 11th at 6pm for a meeting regarding minutes and year-end items.

Santa’s Helpers – our annual campaign of helping children and families of our community begins. Rev. Sutherland has a couple of decorations with the child’s name and the gift sought. Gifts should be bought and turned in by December 10th. Special thanks to Cheryl Warman for help in organizing this year’s campaign.

Christmas Carolling Gospel Fellowship - Saturday December 10th 7pm at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River. All are welcome
Christmas Events Pamphlet – Updated and available here or at local businesses, Please share as a part of your mission to the community. 

Community Carol Sing - Dec. 22nd 6pm at the Beersville Community Centre We come together for evenings of song & fellowship. All welcome

Sunday School –Hosted bi-weekly program at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship. 

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse. Cereal
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy – Hope The first candle of Advent it lit
Our hope in God  Living Faith
L: Life had its beginning in God.

In God it will come to completion

and its meaning be fully revealed.

All creation will find fulfillment in God.

Christ will come again.

Only God knows when and how

our Lord will return.

Now we see in part.

Then we shall see face to face.

 R: Come, Lord Jesus!

All: May the God of hope

fill us with joy and peace in believing

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit

we abound in hope!

Hope is a star that shines in the night,
leading us on till the morning is bright.

Refrain:
When God is a child there's joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 116 O come, O come Emmanuel


BoP 116

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 80 [Pew Bible] 

1    Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.
2    Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy strength, and come and save us.
3    Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
4    O LORD God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people?
5    Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink in great measure.
6    Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours: and our enemies laugh among themselves.
7    Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
8    Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it.
9    Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land.
10    The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.
11    She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.
12    Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?
13    The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it.
14    Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine;
15    And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself.
16    It is burned with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance.
17    Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself.
18    So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy name.
19    Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
KJV

1    Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel,
    you who lead Joseph like a flock;
    you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth
2    before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
    Awaken your might;
    come and save us.
3    Restore us, O God;
    make your face shine upon us,
    that we may be saved.
4    O LORD God Almighty,
    how long will your anger smolder
    against the prayers of your people?
5    You have fed them with the bread of tears;
    you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.
6    You have made us a source of contention to our neighbors,
    and our enemies mock us.
7    Restore us, O God Almighty;
    make your face shine upon us,
    that we may be saved.
8    You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.
9    You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land.
10    The mountains were covered with its shade,  the mighty cedars with its branches.
11    It sent out its boughs to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River.£
12    Why have you broken down its walls  so that all who pass by pick its grapes?
13    Boars from the forest ravage it  and the creatures of the field feed on it.
14    Return to us, O God Almighty! Look down from heaven and see!  Watch over this vine,
15    the root your right hand has planted, the son£ you have raised up for yourself.
16    Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; at your rebuke your people perish.
17    Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself.
18    Then we will not turn away from you;  revive us, and we will call on your name.
19    Restore us, O LORD God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
NIV



Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 149 Away in a manger
  

    BoP 141

Scripture Readings:     OT – Isaiah 64:1-9

1Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, 2As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence! 3When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou camest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence. 4For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. 5Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; for we have sinned: in those is continuance, and we shall be saved.
6But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 7And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 8But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. 9Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people.
KJV

1    Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,
    that the mountains would tremble before you!
2    As when fire sets twigs ablaze
    and causes water to boil,
    come down to make your name known to your enemies
    and cause the nations to quake before you!
3    For when you did awesome things that we did not expect,
    you came down, and the mountains trembled before you.
4    Since ancient times no one has heard,
    no ear has perceived,
    no eye has seen any God besides you,
    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.
5    You come to the help of those who gladly do right,
    who remember your ways.
    But when we continued to sin against them,
    you were angry.
    How then can we be saved?
6    All of us have become like one who is unclean,
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags;
    we all shrivel up like a leaf,
    and like the wind our sins sweep us away.
7    No one calls on your name
    or strives to lay hold of you;
    for you have hidden your face from us
    and made us waste away because of our sins.
8    Yet, O LORD, you are our Father.
    We are the clay, you are the potter;
    we are all the work of your hand.
9    Do not be angry beyond measure, O LORD;
    do not remember our sins forever.
    Oh, look upon us, we pray,
    for we are all your people.
NIV


                              Epistle – 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

3Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ; 5That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; 6Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: 7So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 8Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. KJV

3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5For in him you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge—6because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 7Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 115 Hail to the Lord’s anointed
  

BoP 113

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Mark 13:24-37

24But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 25And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 26And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 27And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.
28Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is near: 29So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors. 30Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done. 31Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 32But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 33Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 34For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 35Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
KJV

24“But in those days, following that distress,
    “‘the sun will be darkened,
    and the moon will not give its light;
25    the stars will fall from the sky,
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’{ Isaiah 13:10; 34:4} 

26“At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.
28“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30I tell you the truth, this generation£ will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
32“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.
35“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”
NIV

Sermon: Wakeful Hope 


Compared to a few months ago the sun rises late and sets early, and our days (in daylight) are short. My sleep gets confused this time of year and daylight is a precious time to be enjoyed and used wisely. 


In the midst of growing darkness we are presented with this ‘Advent of Hope’. This is not a Biblical Holiday, but it is a religious observance which we share with a growing number in the world-wide Church to help confront the misappropriation of Christmas.


In our age, when we want light, we simply flick a switch and the whole room, the whole house – and I don’t know where you are with your Christmas decorating, but I am still working on the outside lights, so this won’t be me just yet – but you can light up the whole neighbourhood. 


But what of it wasn’t LED and incandescent bulbs, but flickering candles and oil lamps you were using to keep the lights on – and that is still the reality for some of the Church today – then what would we have to expend in time and effort to ‘keep the lights on’. I imagine our Christmas light displays would change a lot if that was the case.


A few weeks ago we looked at the parable of the maidens keeping watch for the coming of bridegroom, and on the Advent of Hope we are called to ‘trim our wicks’ in relation to Christ’s words. 


Our gospel reading today is not one we might go to as a Christmas passage. It is known by some as Christ’s ‘miniature Apocrypha’. It comes from a prophetic revelation by Christ Jesus himself and is given to the disciples – and by them to us - to explain the kingdom of God and the ‘coming of the kingdom of God. 


Now here is an important difference; Jesus spoke a great deal about what the kingdom of God was like. He used many metaphors and parables to explain the whole a purpose – a philosophy – of the kingdom of God. But from time to time Jesus would speak about the way in which God’s kingdom would come. 


The illustration 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Angus & Ruby Reid, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, Santa’s Helpers, the family & friends of Laura Campbell & Carolyn Mitchell, Bob’s family & friends, the family & friends & congregations of Rev. John Meade, Flora’s Arseneau’s family & friends, St Andrew’s Clairville, Santa’s Helpers,  

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 136 The first Nowell



BoP 131

Benediction 

Dismissal: BoP 128 See amid the winter’s snow (vs.1) 

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments:  Combating racism in Japan Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support David McIntosh & . Rev. Kim Shinya, co-directors of the Centre for Minority Issues and Mission in Tokyo, a Christian response to racist activity in Japan (Hate speech in public places and abusive language via internet primarily targets people of Korean and Chinese heritage in Japan, but also other minority groups). This is an ecumenical initiative led by PCC mission partner the Korean Christian Church in Japan, with other Japanese churches, organizations and international church partners. 
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