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January 7th  2018 – Christmas II 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & announcements
Announcements: Session –  Our next joint meeting is set for January 10th at 7pm at Zion Presbyterian Church, West Branch. 
Santa’s Helpers – Thanks to everyone who participated in this year’s campaign. It was one of the strongest in years and come together well.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank wishes to thank all the congregations for their generosity and being able to meet the specific need of cereal this past fall. 

Christmas Eve Services – Thank you to the many people who gave of their talents and abilities in leading the worship on Christmas Eve. It was very special.
Christmas Candlelight Service  Will be hosted at St. James  tonight ( Jan. 7th) @7pm – all are welcome – fellowship to follow 

Annual Meetings – Please have your reports prepared and to Rev. Sutherland as soon as possible. Zion Wednesday Jan 18th, St. James Jan 14th or 28th, St Mark’s TBA St Andrew’s TBA

Christmas Memorial Bulb Campaign – St. Andrew’s call Tanya Ryan 785-6696; St. Mark’s call Willah Ryan 785-4479; St. James call David/Shelley Cail 785-4323 or  Doreen Cail 523-9357  - Thanks to all who contributed 

Members classes will be starting in the new year. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year, later in January. Also, If you would like to start or host a Bible study in the new  year or in lent, contact Rev. Sutherland or speak to one of our church elders.  

Devotionals – our Today books for the summer are available, and Daily Bread devotionals can be arranged with Alf Fillmore. The Presbycan Daily Devotional is available at http://presbycan.ca    

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Call to Worship Living Faith & A&D 21 We will glorify

 Living Faith Jesus Christ and Israel
L: To the world in its rebellion and alienation 

God promised blessing and restoration.

R: The Lord chose Abraham and his descendants 

and through a covenant with them, 

destined them to be bearers of that promise to all people.

L: The Old Testament records God's message and mighty acts.

R: It speaks of God's grace and judgment.

It declares God's promise

and points to the One to come.

L: From Israel came the Messiah; 

R: in Jesus of Nazareth God kept the promise of salvation.

L: We understand his coming in the light of the Old Testament.

R: Born of the seed of David, he lived a Jew among Jews.

All: Child of an Israelite woman, he fulfilled God's promise

that Israel would be a light to the nations.

In Christ God came to dispel the world's darkness.
We Will Glorify 


Twila Paris

We will glorify the King of Kings; We will glorify the Lamb,

We will glorify the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.

Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty; We will bow before His throne,

We will worship Him in righteousness; We will worship Him alone.

He is Lord of heaven, Lord of earth; He is Lord of all who live,

He is Lord above the universe; All praise to Him we give.

Hallelujah to the King of Kings; Hallelujah to the Lamb.

Hallelujah to the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: insert  Go tell it on the mountain
Go Tell it on the Mountain 

John W. Work

Chorus: 

Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

While shepherds kept their watching
Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light

Chorus

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo! above the earth
Rang out the angels chorus
That hailed the Savior's birth


Chorus


Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
That blessèd Christmas morn
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 29[Pew Bible] 



1    Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones,
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2    Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
    worship the LORD in the splendor of his£ holiness.
3    The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
    the God of glory thunders,
    the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.
4    The voice of the LORD is powerful;
    the voice of the LORD is majestic.
5    The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
    the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
6    He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
    Sirion£ like a young wild ox.
7    The voice of the LORD strikes
    with flashes of lightning.
8    The voice of the LORD shakes the desert;
    the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.
9    The voice of the LORD twists the oaks£
    and strips the forests bare.
    And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10    The LORD sits£ enthroned over the flood;
    the LORD is enthroned as King forever.
11    The LORD gives strength to his people;
    the LORD blesses his people with peace.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 127 While shepherds watched
Scripture Readings:     OT – Isaiah 60:1-6

1    “Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2    See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
    but the LORD rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
3    Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4    “Lift up your eyes and look about you:
    All assemble and come to you;
    your sons come from afar,
    and your daughters are carried on the arm.
5    Then you will look and be radiant,
    your heart will throb and swell with joy;
    the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
    to you the riches of the nations will come.
6    Herds of camels will cover your land,
    young camels of Midian and Ephah.
    And all from Sheba will come,
    bearing gold and incense
    and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

                              Epistle – Ephesians 3:1-12
1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power. 8Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 13I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 136 Child in a Manger  
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Mark 1:4-11

4And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I baptize you with£ water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
Sermon: Where the voices come from
John spoke from the wilderness and God spoke from heaven, but where do the voices you listen to come from,

I know a lot of people are mourning the end of Cindy Day’s forecasting at CTV back a couple of weeks ago. She has told us what weather we need to be ready for with good and accurate weather reports and outfits that match the season. 

And I never did find her to be more accurate than anyone else, but she seemed trustworthy, and she had a voice of integrity.

It is that kind of charisma we are drawn to. It is a gift shared among actors and journalists that do more than relate information, but through their voices we are drawn into the narrative they present. 

It with this same voice that ministers, priests and preachers are called to give voice to the word of God. We are called to interpret the text, but if I simply offered you a critical analysis of a passage of scripture. 

I could say that the text offers a juxtaposition of Jesus as Christ to John as the prophet of the Messiah, to the point where the two person exchange their offices. John fulfills his office as representative of God to God’s people – the traditional role of the prophet – and Jesus is identified as more than simply as a successor – similar to the handle of the prophetic mantle from Elijah to Elisha – Jesus become the completer of all the prophets’ work. Or perhaps draw another parallel for you as John performs in a new way the same anointing offered by Samuel to young David, drawing him in from the field to be anointed king of all Israel. But then, such a voice ends up sounding like a bunch of academic mumbling. What then do we need to hear?

John announces and proclaims Jesus. 

Now we need to remember, and Luke tells us in the gospel he wrote that John and Jesus were cousins, not first cousins, but they were family, and would have grown up knowing of each other if not knowing each other. When John was in the womb he leapt for joy at Jesus arrival. Mother’s have a special insight on that sort of feeling.

So it is likely that John knew Jesus. He would have known Jesus the little boy, Jesus the carpenter, and maybe even Jesus as he began to take the unrecorded steps into what became his ministry. And so, I want to ask you, in your life-experience, would knowing someone in one role beforehand change accepting someone in a new role? 

For a lot of people it would. Who you were as a child is remembered by people around here, and the antics of your youth, and the trouble you got up to as a young adult, they haven’t left people’s memories and people still see you in that light. “so-and-so is always dependable. Has been since a kid.” “So-and-so always trouble with the rules . .  “ and so on. Even if you move away for bit and then come back that old reputation is waiting for you.

That’s just another of the voices that call to us. The voice of the past, the voice of history, the voice of what we have always know to be a certain way. This is a very powerful voice in our understand. 

Our own past can be a voice, telling us what to do, telling us we always need to be who we always have been.

But there are other voices. Voices that come from God. 

John’s was a voice calling from the wilderness, to make the way plain and open for God. The people listened. They gathered to John and knew that the people of God had to do more than perform the right ceremonies in the right ways. Connecting with God was not some magical rite of sacrifice and payment. The relationship from God was not something being offered to a few, but to everyone.

And through John the people heard the words of the prophets of long ago. The voice of history and of our past is reinterpreted when the word of God speaks. Consider the Bible, not as words on pages, but as such a voice. While our understandings of it and the world around us change the Bible remains the same. Oh, our translations vary from generation to generation, but coming back to its root, we are humbled in our interpretations to God’s voice, but as author of the Biblical word as much as God is author of all creation.

And so we listen, we read, we listen to each other read, and we hear each other’s voices. These voices of the present as we share what is most important in our lives, and what is meaningful.

So, what means something to you? What voice are you listening to that gives you meaning?

Are you listening to your favourite TV programs? What do they tell you and why? Are you listening to news broadcasts and newspapers? Are you listening to Facebook and twitter? What are they telling you? Why are they telling you this?

The apostle Paul challenges the Church in how it regards itself and the messages offers the world and the voices it listens to. He sets an example by telling the church that he (Paul) has become “a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace”. There are many voices, but above everything, even through the many voices, Paul is listening to what God is saying and what God is asking him to tell others.

To plan our days, to guide our lives, to uplift our conversation, we must first hear the voice of God, and be guided by God’s word to us. 

By Paul’s guidance, or John’s example, we are meant to be led to Christ. There is a world of divisive and distracting voices that would lead us astray. They make excuses for us not following God’s word, or obey God’s commands. 

All of John’s speeches and sermons were not about bringing the people of Judea out to him, but in preparing the way for Jesus to bring all God’s people back to God. John laid the groundwork for Jesus by calling people to listen and pay attention to what God was about to do I their lives, and we can do this too and honour our baptisms which are made in more than water but are of the fire of the Holy Spirit and the power of God’s love in the fellowship we share.

So, rather than leave you with my words alone as the last voice on this I share with you a hymn you may have heard, but we rarely sing, so I am just going to read the lyrics for you as a poem. 
When voices are confusing, by W.H. Ferguson

“1. When voices are confusing,
when right and wrong are blurred,
we need your help in choosing
the way to be preferred;
our feet are prone to wander
in paths untrue, untried:
O Christ, our strong commander,
become our trusted guide.

2. When truth is hard to follow
and fact is hard to find,
when crowd appeals are shallow,
reshape, renew our mind.
Your ways we would be learning:
oh make our choices clear,
that we, the more discerning,
the more may persevere.

3. Our lives are yours: oh take us
and shape our destiny:
through willing service make us
all you would have us be.
Confirm this high endeavour
against the reign of strife;
great Love, be ours forever,
the Way, the Truth, the Life.”
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 345 The Son of God proclaim

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 27 Though the world [St. Leonard’s; BoP 446]
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Neil R., Paul, Vincent,  Joan, Jim, families traveling, 
[image: image1.jpg]"They say they are three kings."



Mission Moments:  New Ways to Nourish Families Learn new farming methods from than a farmer in your community. PWS&D supports farmer-to-farmer agroecology in Malawi, farmers selected for training are able to share their agricultural knowledge with other families in their village. Techniques like composting and intercropping are helping women and men transform plots of land into thriving sources of nourishment. Since learning to plant groundnuts and pigeon peas together on one plot of land, farmer Abel has seen his soil’s fertility improve and his yields double. He and his wife Mercy are incorporating the food they grow into new recipes. “Life has greatly changed for us,” shares Abel. 
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