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For this study guide, we’ll take a look at each of the four theologies discussed in the article.

Covenant Theology

Covenant theology is found throughout the Old Testament. Let’s look at other passages that reflect this same theology. 
Read the following:


Deuteronomy 30:11-20 (another part of Deuteronomy like the Dt. 10 passage)


2 Kings 17:5-18 (a reflection on the fall of Israel to the Assyrians by the author of Kings)


Jeremiah 31:31-34 and 32:3641 (Jeremiah talks about a new covenant after exile)


Psalm 135

What words and phrases remind you of Deuteronomy 10? List as many as you can.
What covenant theology ideas do you see in these chapters? Describe as many as you can.
Here are some exercises you can do. If you’re studying in a group, do this on your own first, then share everyone’s answers with the whole group.

Using the ideas of covenant theology, fill in the blanks in these two sentences in as many ways as you can.


Because God is……we should…..


Because God has done……we should…..

What about covenant theology is good news for your own life?

Priestly Theology

As noted in the article, this way of looking at a good life is found particularly in the books of Leviticus, Ezra, Nehemiah and Chronicles, as well other places.
Read the following:


Genesis 1: 1-31 (the first creation story)

Leviticus 11:1-18, 41-47 (commandments about clean and unclean animals)

Ezra 9:1-15 (establishing the social boundaries of post-exilic Jerusalem)


Psalm 24 (an entrance liturgy for the Temple)
What words and phrases remind you of readings from Leviticus 19 and 20? List as many as you can.

What priestly theology ideas do you see in these chapters? Describe as many as you can.

Here are some exercises you can do. If you’re studying in a group, do this on your own first, then share everyone’s answers with the whole group.

Using the ideas of Priestly theology, fill in the blanks in this sentence in as many ways as you can.


Because God is……we should…..

What about priestly theology is good news for your own life?

Wisdom Theology

This distinctive voice in the Old Testament is best seen in Proverbs, but other wisdom literature like Ecclesiastes, Job and some Psalms also reflect this way of thinking. 

Read the following:


Proverbs 2 (a collection of proverbs asserting that wisdom leads to a good life)


Ecclesiastes 3:1-22 (a sage questions whether good results follow good deeds)

2 Samuel 12:1-10 (Prophet Nathan uses a wisdom parable to teach David)


Psalm 37:1-29 (a psalm that reflects wisdom teachings)

What words and phrases remind you of reading from Proverbs 8? List as many as you can.

What wisdom theology ideas do you see in these chapters? Describe as many as you can.

Here are some exercises you can do. If you’re studying in a group, do this on your own first, then share everyone’s answers with the whole group.

Using the ideas of wisdom theology, fill in the blanks in this sentence in as many ways as you can.


Because the sages observed……we should…..

What about wisdom theology is good news for your own life?

Prophetic Theology

Just about any prophetic book in the Old Testament will give good examples of prophetic theology.

Read the following:


Isaiah 30:8-19 (Isaiah of Jerusalem warns people to trust in God not military alliances)


Jeremiah 5:1-18 (Jeremiah announces God’s standard for behaviour and consequences)


Isaiah 43:1-21 (Isaiah of the exile proclaims comfort and good news to the exiles)


Joel 2:15-29 (Joel announces restoration of land and people)
What words and phrases remind you of reading from Amos 5? List as many as you can.

What prophetic theology ideas do you see in these chapters? Describe as many as you can.

Here are some exercises you can do. If you’re studying in a group, do this on your own first, then share everyone’s answers with the whole group.

Using the ideas of prophetic theology, fill in the blanks in these sentences in as many ways as you can.


Because God through the prophet warned……we should…..


Because God through the prophet promised…. we can…..

What about prophetic theology is good news for your own life?

Putting It All Together

Here are some final exercises you can do. If you’re studying in a group, do this on your own first, then share everyone’s answers with the whole group.

· What themes and ideas are common to all the four theologies of the Old Testament?

· What themes and ideas are distinct to each of the theologies?

· How would you describe the effect of having such a rich variety of theological insights present in God’s Word?

