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OVERTURES / MEMORIAL FROM PREVIOUS YEARS 
 
Below are overtures and one memorial to which responses or interim study reports are in the report section of the 
Book of Reports. 
 

 
OVERTURES 

Overture No. 3, 2015 re budgeting for General Assembly costs 
(Referred to Assembly Council: A&P 2015, p. 573, see Book of Reports, p. 2.1.26) 
 
WHEREAS, the Presbytery of Westminster was asked to host the 141st General Assembly (2015) at fairly short 

notice; and 
WHEREAS, the Presbytery of Westminster was informed that it needed to have a significant budget for the Local 

Arrangements Committee to host the General Assembly; and 
WHEREAS, this budget is to include basic and necessary costs such as: ground transportation, worship, banquets 

and hospitality; and 
WHEREAS, the Presbytery of Westminster notes that there are presbyteries in Ontario that bear the cost of hosting 

the General Assembly fairly frequently; and 
WHEREAS, the Presbytery of Westminster believes the costs of the national church should be borne by the church 

as a whole; 
THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Westminster humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly, to 

direct the Assembly Council to budget all necessary costs for General Assembly in the General Assembly 
budget, beginning with the General Assembly subsequent to the 141st General Assembly in 2015, or to do 
otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 

 
Overture No. 4, 2015 re full inclusion in the church of all person regardless of sexual orientation and gender 
identity 
(Referred to Life and Mission Agency Committee (Justice Ministries): A&P 2015, p. 573–75; see Book of Reports, 
p. 12.1.39) 
 
WHEREAS, there is one true God whom to know is life eternal, and whom to serve is joy and peace (Living Faith 

1.1) and the mystery of human existence is that we belong to God and have been made in the divine image 
(Living Faith 2.2.1); and 

WHEREAS, the teachings of Jesus challenged the people of his time, and us today, to think critically about the 
exclusion of those previously considered unacceptable such as women (under certain conditions), lepers, 
eunuchs (a form of gender variance in Jesus’ time, see Matthew 19:11), Gentiles and Samaritans; and  

WHEREAS, we commit to seek to read the scriptures under the continual illumination and correction of the Holy 
Spirit; and 

WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada historically has been on the forefront of advocating for the 
decriminalization of same sex relationships and for full justice for all, out of our gospel conviction of 
equality for all (Galatians 3:28); and  

WHEREAS, recent biblical scholarship within the Reformed tradition such as the work of Jack Rogers (Jesus, the 
Bible and Homosexuality), Beverly Harrison (Making the Connections), James Brownson (Bible, Gender, 
Sexuality) and Chris Glaser (Uncommon Calling) has concluded that there are faithful ways of reading 
scripture that affirm Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT)* people in committed relationships; and 

WHEREAS, many LGBT people within The Presbyterian Church in Canada struggle with the ambiguity of their 
position within the church where an unresolved tension and inconsistency exists between who they 
experience themselves to be but, at the same time, being considered barred from living who they are, and 
required to be celibate not as a matter of choice but of rule; and 

WHEREAS, the imposition of permanent involuntary celibacy even in ordained ministry was rejected during the 
Reformation; and 

WHEREAS, ecumenical partners of The Presbyterian Church in Canada such as The Presbyterian Church (USA), 
the Anglican Church of Canada, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, the United Church of Canada 
and the Church of Scotland have developed nuanced and affirming theological positions on matters of 
human sexuality and committed relationships in recent years; and 

WHEREAS, the assessment of the scientific and medical communities as well as the recognition of The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada’s statement on human sexuality is that sexual orientation and gender identity are not only 
a matter of choice or lifestyle, but also factors in place prior to birth; and 

WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada recognizes that homosexual orientation is not a sin (Social Action 
Handbook, p. 35), and 
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WHEREAS, it is 20 years (1994) since The Presbyterian Church in Canada adopted a statement on human sexuality, 
and twelve years (2003) since the reception and adoption of the report of the Special Committee re Sexual 
Orientation (A&P 2003, p. 526ff); and 

WHEREAS, LGBT people are fully included in our Canadian society and discrimination based on real or perceived 
sexual orientation and gender identity is prohibited throughout Canada in private and public sector 
employment, marriage, housing, services provided to the public and publicity, in part due to the historic 
justice advocacy of The Presbyterian Church in Canada; and 

WHEREAS, more and more congregations and presbyteries of The Presbyterian Church in Canada recognize and 
celebrate the diversity of their membership with the inclusion of LGBT people in full participation in 
congregational activities and leadership and discern the fruit of the Spirit and a call from God in them and 
their relationships; and 

WHEREAS, those who are living in, or who may live in a committed same sex relationship, feel called by God and 
show gifts for ministry to serve in ordained and diaconal ministries of The Presbyterian Church in Canada; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada consists of a diversity of people and perspectives that may vary on 
biblical interpretation and Christian praxis while maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
(Ephesians 4:3); 

THEREFORE, the Presbytery of East Toronto humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly,  
 - to cease ecclesial discipline in the courts of the church against ordained ministers of Word and 

Sacraments, diaconal ministers, and elders where such discipline is based on such ministers and elders 
being in committed, faithful relationships with people of the same sex, and 

 - to prepare through the Life and Mission Agency of the General Assembly, in consultation with Justice 
Ministries a declaratory statement for the General Assembly that affirms that The Presbyterian Church 
in Canada is fully inclusive of every person regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity in all 
aspects of church life, including calling, designation, ordination, and marriage equality as a matter of 
justice and hospitality,  

 or to do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 
 
(*The term ‘LGBT’ is an acronym currently used to refer to people whose sexual orientation in not heterosexual 
and/or whose gender identity does not conform either to binary male/female categories or the ‘assigned’ gender at 
birth. While variations of the acronym exist to emphasize the spectrum that exists with respect to sexual orientation 
and gender identity, LGBT will be used for the purpose of this overture.) 
 
Overture Nos. 5, 24, 30 and 35, 2015 re full inclusion regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity 
(Referred to Life and Mission Agency Committee (Justice Ministries) and Church Doctrine Committee: A&P 2015, 
p. 575–76; see Book of Reports, p. 6.1.10–14, 12.1.39) 
 
WHEREAS, it is 20 years since The Presbyterian Church in Canada adopted a statement on human sexuality in 1994 

(A&P 1994, p. 251ff); and 
WHEREAS, it has been twelve years since the 2003 reception and adoption of the report of the Special Committee 

re Sexual Orientation (A&P 2003, p. 526ff); and 
WHEREAS, the Special Committee on Sexual Orientation’s recommendation that the Life and Mission Agency and 

the colleges of the church continue to study questions of human sexuality was adopted in 2003; and 
WHEREAS, knowledge and the study of issues of human sexuality, both scripturally and scientifically, has changed 

significantly over the last 20 years; and 
WHEREAS, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered (LGBT) people are fully included in our Canadian society and 

discrimination based on real or perceived sexual orientation and gender identity is prohibited throughout 
Canada in private and public sector employment, marriage, housing, services provided to the public and 
publicity; and 

WHEREAS, ecumenical partners of The Presbyterian Church in Canada such as the Presbyterian Church (USA), the 
Anglican Church of Canada, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, the United Church of Canada and 
the Church of Scotland have developed nuanced and affirming theological positions on matters of human 
sexuality over this period; and 

WHEREAS, more and more congregations of The Presbyterian Church in Canada recognize and celebrate the 
diversity of their membership with the inclusion of LGBT people in full participation in congregational 
activities and leadership; and 

WHEREAS, many LGBT people within The Presbyterian Church in Canada struggle with the ambiguity of their 
position within the church and the lack of pastoral affirmation and hospitality they experience in light of the 
1994 Report on Human Sexuality and its interpretation; and 
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WHEREAS, those who are living in, or who may live in a committed same sex relationship, feel called by God to 
serve as ordained ministers of The Presbyterian Church in Canada; and 

WHEREAS, Christian organizations that used to seek to change people’s sexual orientation such as Exodus 
International and New Direction Ministries have recognized and apologized for deep spiritual harm and 
psychological damage done to LGBT people by not affirming their innate sexuality, sexual orientation and 
gender identity; and 

WHEREAS, in the residential school apology we confessed the “sin of trying to change someone’s fundamental 
nature”; and 

WHEREAS, the assessment of the scientific and medical communities is that largely sexual orientation and gender 
identity is not a matter of choice or lifestyle, but a factor in place prior to birth; and 

WHEREAS, our Leading with Care Policy ensures that congregations, groups and organizations within The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada will ensure “a safe place for all”; and 

WHEREAS, the anti-LGBT stance of the Christian church in its many worldwide forms has resulted in approval of, 
or collaboration in, the persecution of LGBT persons, leading to verbal, psychological and physical assaults 
and killings; and 

WHEREAS, the teachings of Jesus require that acceptance and inclusiveness of oppressed or persecuted minorities 
is central to the gospel message; 

THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Waterloo-Wellington humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st General 
Assembly to affirm that The Presbyterian Church in Canada is fully inclusive of every person regardless of 
sexual orientation and gender identity in all aspects of church life, calling and relationship as a matter of 
justice and hospitality; or to do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 

 
Overture Nos. 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 26 and 31, 2015 re affirming the Statement on Human Sexuality (1994) 
(Referred to Church Doctrine Committee and Life and Mission Agency Committee (Justice Ministries): A&P 2015, p. 576–
81, 582–87, 601–02, 605–06; see Book of Reports, p. 6.1.10–14, 12.1.39) 
 
WHEREAS, the General Assembly has spoken thoughtfully, faithfully and pastorally on matters of human sexuality 

in its 1994 Statement on Human Sexuality, (A&P 1994, p. 30, 48,  56–63, 251–74); and 
WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada adopted Living Faith as a subordinate standard in 1998, which 

defines marriage as a “union in Christ” between “a man and a woman” (in continuity with the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, adopted in 1875 and 1889 and in confirmation of the Statement on Human Sexuality 
[A&P 1998, p. 42, 471; WCF XXIV.1 and Living Faith 8.2.3]); and 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly in 2002 passed a recommendation “that, through the Clerks of Assembly, it be 
communicated to the Government of Canada and the provincial governments of Canada that The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada holds to the position that marriage is between one man and one woman and 
that this position is clearly stated in our church’s doctrinal standards” (A&P 2002, p. 21, 237); and 

WHEREAS, the General Assemblies of 2003 and 2009 expressed their reservations about going in a direction 
affirmative of same-sex intimacy by (a) declining to commend the resource: “Listening...” to congregations 
and sessions for study (2003) and (b) declining to receive Overture No. 16, 2009 which sought to redefine 
marriage with respect to love and faithfulness rather than specifying its participants as “a man and a 
woman” (A&P 2003, p. 43, 545 and A&P 2009, p. 21, 526–67); and 

WHEREAS, what has not changed in the past 20 years is the validity of the arguments advanced in the Statement on 
Human Sexuality, for example (a) the theological significance of gender complementarity, (b) the 
hermeneutical significance of the Bible’s consistent negativity toward same-gender intimacy (despite 
ancient awareness of the complex origins of homosexual identity, the diverse kinds of homosexual 
relationships, and the gospel’s mandate to include various previously excluded sin-neutral groups: Gentiles, 
women, slaves, etc), and (c) the pastoral significance of the testimonies to liberation and abundant life 
discovered through disciplined sexual faithfulness and participation in Christian community; and  

WHEREAS, each of these trajectories of argument anticipated by the Statement on Human Sexuality have been 
helpfully developed in the intervening 20 years, by, for example (a) Christopher Roberts on the theology of 
gender complementary, answering the proposals of Eugene Rogers and James Brownson, (b) Robert 
Gagnon, William Webb and Bernadette Brooten on exegesis and hermeneutics of the relevant biblical texts, 
answering the proposals of Jack Rogers and William Stacy Johnson, and (c) Richard Hays, Wesley Hill and 
Rosaria Butterfield, answering the proposals of Chris Glaser and Jeffrey John; and 

WHEREAS, what has changed in the past 20 years is the intensification of cultural and political pressure to regard 
same-sex intimacy (and other diverse forms of sexual identity and expression) as part of a normalized 
diversity; and  
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WHEREAS, what has also changed is the move by a particular kind of church/denomination (ie. northern 
hemisphere, wealthy, mainline, declining) toward acceptance of homosexual practice/relationships in 
regard to ordination and/or marriage; and 

WHEREAS, the Holy Spirit (tethered to the Word, in Reformed theology) rarely corresponds with the Zeitgeist (the 
spirit of the age) but most often empowers the church to be truly prophetic in a counter-cultural mode; and  

WHEREAS, the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of unity and is most surely grieved by such division as has occurred in the 
Anglican communion, the Church of Scotland, the Presbyterian Church (USA), and other denominations 
following the decision to extend ordination and marriage to practicing same sex partners, which has only 
weakened the church in its witness and mission; and 

WHEREAS, the Holy Spirit creates a particular kind of multi-ethnic community which we cherish in The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, and which the present drive to normalize, and even to celebrate same sex 
relationships, risks destroying, since many Ghanaian, Korean, Cameroonian, Arabic, Taiwanese 
Presbyterians etc., find such discussion alien to their interests, exclusive of their voices, and a scandal to 
their understanding of the faith; and  

WHEREAS, the pneumatology of the Statement on Human Sexuality with respect to the above-mentioned matters 
of discernment, prophetic speaking and ecclesiastical unity is not particularly robust; and 

WHEREAS, language of “inclusion” and “justice” is often incendiary, offensive and aggressively divisive in its 
suggestion that those who affirm the church’s teaching on human sexuality are somehow unjust, inhospitable 
and ultimately complicit in “deep spiritual harm” or “persecution” or “oppression” or “...killings” (see, for 
example, Overture No. 5. 2015 sent to this Assembly from the Presbytery of Waterloo-Wellington (p. 575–76) 
and the open letter posted at pccforinclusion.org), when such a spirit is the furthest thing from the heart of 
most non-affirming congregations and pastors in The Presbyterian Church in Canada, and from the welcome 
experienced by homosexual persons worshipping in these congregations; and 

WHEREAS, we admittedly have some ways to go in realizing the vision of the Statement on Human Sexuality for a 
church which repents of past antipathy to homosexuals, and offers an environment where unmarried 
persons (wherever they identify themselves on the straight to LGBTQ spectrum) may be transparent about 
their desires, and speak openly to the challenge of living sexually faithful lives in a generation where sexual 
gratification is idolatrously pursued as if it were the holy grail; and 

WHEREAS, any change in the doctrine and practice of our church around the ordination and marriage of practicing 
homosexuals (as a political/justice issue simply), without close study of questions of exegesis, theology, 
polity and possible practical and pastoral fallout, would be a grave disservice to the church, and an 
unwarranted usurpation of the role of the committees of General Assembly under whose aegis these matters 
naturally fall; and 

WHEREAS, any change in the doctrine and practice of our church around the ordination and marriage of practicing 
homosexuals, which would deem presbyteries competent to adjudicate in the matter, and lead to a diversity 
of practice across The Presbyterian Church in Canada, would fail to recognize the role of a General 
Assembly in “declaring truth” on an issue which relates directly to our understanding of the authority of 
scripture in the life of the church, and our understanding of the very God, who in scripture is revealed as 
both architect of this created order and powerful redeemer of those ensnared in all manner of sin; and 

WHEREAS, any change in the doctrine and practice of our church around the ordination and marriage of practicing 
homosexuals by way of a declaratory act of one General Assembly is contrary to the law and practice of the 
church (which requires church-wide consultation through the Barrier Act), and would be a violation of the 
democratic impulse and virtue of balance enshrined in our Presbyterian polity; 

THEREFORE, the Session of Kortright Church, Guelph, Ontario, humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st 
General Assembly to prepare, through the Committee on Church Doctrine, an appendix to the Statement on 
Human Sexuality (1994) which affirms the original content/intent of that report, and which addresses 
current literature on the subject of same-sex intimacy and relationships, with particular attention to (a) what 
it means to be faithful to the Word, the Holy Spirit and the church’s prophetic vocation, in this particular 
cultural moment, (b) what it means concretely to form gospel communities which are truth-telling and love-
embodying, and where women and men, of whatever orientation or sex-history, may find that “fullness of 
life” which is promised as much to the unmarried, as to the married (Living Faith 8.2.2), and (c) what it 
means for a Presbyterian polity to navigate disunity in ways that are responsible to scripture, as our 
supreme standard, and to our vows at ordination; or to do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its 
wisdom, may deem best. 
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Overture Nos. 13, 22 and 36, 2015 re establishing a native ministries endowment fund 
(Referred to Assembly Council and Life and Mission Agency Committee (Justice Ministries): A&P 2015, p. 587–
88, 597–98, 610; see Book of Reports, p. 2.1.26–27, 12.1.3) 
 
WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada, in the Confession of 1994, has acknowledged and accepted the 

call to the Holy Spirit to “seek opportunities to walk with Aboriginal peoples to find healing and wholeness 
together as God’s people”; and 

WHEREAS, the National Native Ministry Council of The Presbyterian Church in Canada consisting of 
representation from all the Native ministries supported by the denomination coordinates and supports this 
journey into healing and reconciliation on the front lines and at the grass roots of this calling; and 

WHEREAS, the need for and appreciation of the healing programs that the seven ministries in the council are 
offering and want to offer is constantly growing; and 

WHEREAS, the existing sources that have funded this mandated work, from church, government, and individuals, 
are increasingly unstable and shrinking; and 

WHEREAS, the demands of energy, time, and money that are needed to raise funds for the work, at both the 
national and local level, drain resources away from the healing and reconciliation work itself; 

THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Northern Saskatchewan humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st General 
Assembly to: 

1. establish a Native Ministry Endowment Fund to be invested with the consolidated fund of The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, 

2. delegate the administration of the income realized from that fund annually to the National Native Ministry 
Council of The Presbyterian Church in Canada for support of its ministries in healing and reconciliation, 

3. direct that a tithe (10%) of all undesignated bequests to The Presbyterian Church in Canada be deposited 
into the Native Ministry Endowment Fund, 

4. direct that a tithe (10%) of the money realized by the national church from the disposal of property within 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada be deposited into the Native Ministry Endowment Fund, 

5. direct the Planned Giving office of The Presbyterian Church in Canada to assist the National Native 
Ministry Council in preparing materials and promoting the Native Ministry Endowment Fund as a good 
place to leave a legacy, 

 or to do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 
 
Overture Nos. 14, 18, 19 and 21, 2015 re study paper on human sexuality affirming the Statement on Human 
Sexuality (1994) 
(Referred to Church Doctrine and Life and Mission Agency Committee (Justice Ministries): A&P 2015, p. 588–90, 
591–95, 595–97; see Book of Reports, p. 6.1.10–14, 12.1.39) 
 
WHEREAS, the General Assembly has spoken thoughtfully, faithfully and pastorally on matters of human sexuality 

in its 1994 Statement on Human Sexuality, (A&P 1994, p. 30, 48,  56–63, 251–74); and 
WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada adopted Living Faith as a subordinate standard in 1998, which 

defines marriage as a “union in Christ” between “a man and a woman” (in continuity with the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, adopted in 1875 and 1889 and in confirmation of the Statement on human sexuality 
[A&P 1998, p. 42, 471; WCF XXIV.1 and Living Faith 8.2.3]); and 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly in 2002 passed a recommendation “that, through the Clerks of Assembly, it be 
communicated to the Government of Canada and the provincial governments of Canada that The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada holds to the position that marriage is between one man and one woman and 
that this position is clearly stated in our church’s doctrinal standards” (A&P 2002, p. 21, 237); and 

WHEREAS, the General Assemblies of 2003 and 2009 expressed their reservations about going in a direction 
affirmative of same-sex intimacy by (a) declining to commend the resource: “Listening...” to congregations 
and sessions for study (2003) and (b) declining to receive Overture No. 16, 2009 which sought to redefine 
marriage with respect to love and faithfulness rather than specifying its participants as “a man and a 
woman” (A&P 2003, p. 43, 545 and A&P 2009, p. 21, 526–67); and 

WHEREAS, what has not changed in the past 20 years is the validity of the arguments advanced in the Statement on 
Human Sexuality, for example (a) the theological significance of gender complementarity, (b) the 
hermeneutical significance of the Bible’s consistent negativity toward same-gender intimacy (despite 
ancient awareness of the complex origins of homosexual identity, the diverse kinds of homosexual 
relationships, and the gospel’s mandate to include various previously excluded sin-neutral groups: Gentiles, 
women, slaves, etc) and (c) the pastoral significance of the testimonies to liberation and abundant life 
discovered through disciplined sexual faithfulness and participation in Christian community; and  
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WHEREAS, each of these trajectories of argument anticipated by the Statement on Human Sexuality have been 
helpfully developed in the intervening 20 years, by, for example (a) Christopher Roberts on the theology of 
gender complementary, answering the proposals of Eugene Rogers and James Brownson, (b) Robert 
Gagnon, William Webb and Bernadette Brooten on exegesis and hermeneutics of the relevant biblical texts, 
answering the proposals of Jack Rogers and William Stacy Johnson, and (c) Richard Hays, Wesley Hill and 
Rosaria Butterfield, answering the proposals of Chris Glaser and Jeffrey John; and 

WHEREAS, what has changed in the past 20 years is the intensification of cultural and political pressure to regard 
same-sex intimacy (and other diverse forms of sexual identity and expression) as part of a normalized 
diversity; and  

WHEREAS, what has also changed is the move by a particular kind of church/denomination (ie. northern 
hemisphere, wealthy, mainline, declining) toward acceptance of homosexual practice/relationships in 
regard to ordination and/or marriage; and 

WHEREAS, the Holy Spirit (tethered to the Word, in Reformed theology) rarely corresponds with the Zeitgeist (the 
spirit of the age) but most often empowers the church to be truly prophetic in a counter-cultural mode; and  

WHEREAS, the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of unity and is most surely grieved by such division as has occurred in the 
Anglican communion, the Church of Scotland, the Presbyterian Church (USA), and other denominations 
following the decision to extend ordination and marriage to practicing same sex partners, which has only 
weakened the church in its witness and mission; and 

WHEREAS, the Holy Spirit creates a particular kind of multi-ethnic community which we cherish in The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, and which the present drive to normalize, and even to celebrate same sex 
relationships, risks destroying, since many Ghanaian, Korean, Cameroonian, Arabic, Taiwanese 
Presbyterians etc, find such discussion alien to their interests, exclusive of their voices, and a scandal to 
their understanding of the faith; and  

WHEREAS, the teaching about the Holy Spirit in the Statement of Human Sexuality with respect to the above-
mentioned matters of discernment, prophetic speaking and ecclesiastical unity is not particularly strong; and 

WHEREAS, language of “inclusion” and “justice” is often incendiary, offensive and aggressively divisive in its 
suggestion that those who affirm the church’s teaching on human sexuality are somehow unjust, 
inhospitable and ultimately complicit in “deep spiritual harm” or “persecution” or “oppression” or 
“...killings” (see, for example, Overture No. 5. 2015 sent to this Assembly from the Presbytery of 
Waterloo-Wellington (p. 575–76) and the open letter posted at pccforinclusion.org), when such a spirit is 
the furthest thing from the heart of most non-affirming congregations and pastors in The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, and from the welcome experienced by homosexual persons worshipping in these 
congregations; and 

WHEREAS, we admittedly have yet to realize the vision of the Statement of Human Sexuality for a church which 
repents of past antipathy to homosexuals, and offers an environment where all persons married or 
unmarried (wherever they identify themselves on the straight to LGBTQ spectrum) may be transparent 
about their desires, and speak openly to the challenge of living sexually faithful lives in a generation where 
sexual gratification is idolatrously pursued as if it were the holy grail; and 

WHEREAS, any change in the doctrine and practice of our church around the ordination and marriage of practicing 
homosexuals (as a political/justice issue simply), without close study of questions of exegesis, theology, 
polity and possible practical and pastoral fallout, would be a grave disservice to the church, and an 
unwarranted usurpation of the role of the committees of General Assembly under whose aegis these matters 
naturally fall; and 

WHEREAS, any change in the doctrine and practice of our church around the ordination and marriage of practicing 
homosexuals, which would deem presbyteries competent to adjudicate in the matter, and lead to a diversity 
of practice across The Presbyterian Church in Canada, would fail to recognize the role of a General 
Assembly in “declaring truth” on an issue which relates directly to our understanding of the authority of 
scripture in the life of the church, and our understanding of the very God, who in scripture is revealed as 
both architect of this created order and powerful redeemer of those ensnared in all manner of sin; and 

WHEREAS, any change in the doctrine and practice of our church around the ordination and marriage of practicing 
homosexuals by way of a declaratory act of one General Assembly is contrary to the spirit, law and practice 
of the church (which requires church-wide consultation through the Barrier Act), and would be a violation 
of the democratic impulse and virtue of balance enshrined in our Presbyterian polity; 

THEREFORE, the Session of Innerkip Church, Innerkip, Ontario, humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st 
General Assembly, to prepare, through the Committee on Church Doctrine, in consultation with the Justice 
portfolio of the Life and Mission Agency, a reflective study paper for the use of the whole denomination to 
come to a deeper understanding of the issues raised in this and other related overtures, memorials and 
petitions, an appendix to the Statement on Human Sexuality (1994) which affirms the original 
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content/intent of that report, and which addresses current literature on the subject of same-sex intimacy and 
relationships, with particular attention to (a) what it means to be faithful to the Word, the Holy Spirit and 
the church’s prophetic vocation, in this particular cultural moment, (b) what it means concretely to form 
gospel communities which are truth-telling and love-embodying, and where women and men, of whatever 
orientation or sex-history, may find that “fullness of life” which is promised as much to the unmarried, as 
to the married (Living Faith 8.2.2), and (c) what it means for a Presbyterian polity to navigate disunity in 
ways that are responsible to scripture, as our supreme standard, and to our vows at ordination; or to do 
otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 

 
Overture No. 15, 2015 re calling the church to listen regarding human sexuality 
(Referred to Life and Mission Agency Committee and Church Doctrine Committee: A&P 2015, p. 590, see Book of 
Reports, p. 6.1.10–14, 12.1.39) 
 
WHEREAS, the church is called to point others to God revealed in Jesus Christ; and 
WHEREAS, issues of human sexuality continue to be prominent in both the public sphere and a very real concern in 

the lives of the many individuals and congregations who, together, make up The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada; and 

WHEREAS, in the struggle to respond, the church, in obedience to scripture, is compelled to give voice to the 
biblical call to both do justice and love righteousness; and 

WHEREAS, the way to sound both those notes continues to be a matter over which there is a wide difference of 
opinion within the church; and 

WHEREAS, past efforts of our denomination to respond to issues of human sexuality have themselves issued a clear 
call for “listening” and have expressed the opinion that, should there be a “winner” in this continued 
conversation the only loser will be the church; and 

WHEREAS, an insistence on any one way of understanding and approaching these issues cannot help but be 
divisive, as evidenced the painful experience of numerous sister denominations in recent years; and  

WHEREAS, one of the strengths of our denomination has been our ability to accommodate a breadth of 
understanding and opinion as we wrestle together with what the Holy Spirit is saying to us in scripture; and 

WHEREAS, groups doing ministry in LGBTQ communities (e.g. New Directions) have shown a similar ability to 
accommodate a breadth of understanding on sexuality and gender identity as they fulfill our shared calling 
to point others to God revealed in Jesus Christ; and 

WHEREAS, the church can ill afford to see its resources divided and its unity fractured at such a time as this, when 
both the Assembly and our collective experience have told us that congregational health and vitality must 
be our primary concern; and 

WHEREAS, such a fracturing of the church would seem to be a denial of our Lord who calls us to speak the truth to 
one another in love and who prays that all his own might be one; 

THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Pickering humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly to engage 
the church in a fresh round of “listening” through (a) developing an intentional strategy within the church’s 
congregations and courts where we can share stories and explore the scriptures, and (b) creating a safe 
space for this sharing by removing any possibility of church discipline for those who come forward with 
their stories, or to do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best.  

 
Overture No. 16, 2015 re encouraging dialogue on marriage and sexuality 
(Referred to Church Doctrine Committee: A&P 2015, p. 590–91, see Book of Reports, p. 6.1.10–14) 
 
WHEREAS, the General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, in accordance with its duty, “adopts such 

measures as may tend…to preserve the unity of the church” (Book of Forms section 292); and 
WHEREAS, the issues of homosexuality and same-sex marriage are particularly controversial in both church and 

society; and 
WHEREAS, denominations have been divided and damaged by adopting new policies on these issues, prior to 

establishing a strong consensus and common bond of understanding among their members; and  
WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada has the responsibility and opportunity to pursue a better course by 

working toward unity; and 
WHEREAS, many within our denomination are currently unfamiliar with each other’s views and the official stance 

of The Presbyterian Church in Canada; 
THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Oak Ridges humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly to 

pursue unity and consensus within the church by encouraging presbyteries to familiarize their 
congregations with relevant scriptures and the official documents of The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
pertaining to marriage and sexuality, and to create opportunities for respectful theological dialogue with 
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emphasis placed on points of agreement, or to do otherwise, as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may 
deem best.  

 
Overture No. 17, 2015 re holding General Assembly in a central location  
(Referred to Assembly Council: A&P 2015, p. 591; see Book of Reports, p. 2.1.27–28) 
 
WHEREAS, concern has been expressed in recent years about the cost of holding the General Assembly; and 
WHEREAS, the cost of travel is a significant part of the cost of holding the Assembly; and 
WHEREAS, a large number of the people in our denomination live in southern Ontario; and 
WHEREAS, the staff of our national office are located in southern Ontario; and 
WHEREAS, the cost of meeting might be reduced if an arrangement were made with one institution for a number of 

consecutive years; 
THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Halifax and Lunenburg humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st General 

Assembly to consider eliminating the practice of meeting outside central or southern Ontario every five 
years and to consider holding the Assembly in one location in central or southern Ontario for a number of 
consecutive years, or to do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 

 
Overture No. 23, 2015 re gay and lesbian candidates for ministry and same-sex marriages 
(Referred to Church Doctrine Committee and Life and Mission Agency Committee (Justice Ministries): A&P 2015, 
p. 598; see Book of Reports, p. 6.1.10–14, 12.1.39) 
 
WHEREAS, the Reformed tradition confesses salvation by grace alone through Christ alone, accepted by faith alone 

and not by any claim of human action or identity which makes some more acceptable to God than others; and 
WHEREAS, we all hear God’s call to live out our faith in God by following Jesus’ commandment to love God with 

heart, mind, strength and soul and our neighbours as ourselves; and 
WHEREAS, no one among us can ever live out Jesus’ commandment perfectly and so we all stand together in need 

of God’s mercy and forgiveness, whatever our sexual orientation; and  
WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada has sought to offer to all welcoming, respectful and safe 

communities in its congregations through the leadership and decisions of the General Assembly (i.e. the 
report of the Special Committee on Sexual Orientation [A&P, 2003, p. 526–47] and the Leading with Care 
Policy); and 

WHEREAS, this intention is betrayed by the lack of welcome offered to at least some gay and lesbian members of our 
church through the resistance to recognize God’s call to those who have gifts for the ministry of Word and 
Sacraments and through the inability to bless or marry same sex couples in committed relationships; and 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has allowed presbyteries and sessions the ability to discern calls to ministry, 
assessing the gifts and faith of candidates within their pastoral jurisdiction, and has also given sessions the 
responsibility to determine who appropriately is to be married with each congregation or pastoral charge; and 

WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada falls short of its calling to be a means of grace and to live out the 
love of God and neighbour we profess when it continues to deny gay and lesbian members of our church 
the right and responsibility to participate fully in its ministries and also to withhold from them God’s 
blessing and support in their relationships;  

THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Calgary-Macleod humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly to 
prepare declaratory legislation which enables presbyteries and sessions to consider for certification gay and 
lesbian candidates for ministry and which enables sessions to give permission for the celebration of 
marriage for gay or lesbian couples who come under their pastoral care, or to do otherwise as the General 
Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 

 
Overture No. 25, 2015 re revising and reforming the diaconate 
(Referred to Life and Mission Agency Committee (Ministry and Church Vocations) and Order of Diaconal 
Ministries: A&P 2015, p. 599–601; see Book of Reports, p. 12.1.47–48) 
 
WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada currently has two models of the diaconate in place: an older 

reformed model of congregational deacons that sit on a deacons’ court to oversee the financial fabric of the 
church, and a newer model of the Order of Diaconal Ministries that historically evolved from the deaconess 
movement in the turn of the 20th century; and  

WHEREAS, there has not been any candidate for diaconal ministry since 1997, and there are currently five persons 
across Canada serving in this role in The Presbyterian Church in Canada; and  

WHEREAS, both offices are fading away in The Presbyterian Church in Canada and this will soon mark the end of 
a historical, biblical office in The Presbyterian Church in Canada; and 
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WHEREAS, the Book of Forms section 135 states that “The office of deacon is an ordinary and perpetual function 
in the church (2 Bk. of Dis. VIII, 2), to which office it belongs ‘to take special care in distributing to the 
necessities of the poor.’ (Form of Presbyterial Church Government)” and Together in Ministry (2004) 
states, “One way by which the session may delegate some of their pastoral duties is through the office of 
congregational deacon. The congregational deacon is ordained to this office whose responsibility it is to 
administer charity and works of mercy in the community, to visit the sick and generally to administer the 
love of Christ in a hurting world” and this reflects a changing definition that includes social and pastoral 
ministry in the world; and 

WHEREAS, diaconal ministers are designated to train and specialize in the areas of (1) pastoral care, (2) social 
ministry and (3) Christian education, and this reflects an overlap between these two offices; and  

WHEREAS, this overlap and lack of distinction can be seen as a lack of support for diaconal ministers who are 
required to train and specialize in these areas of ministry; and 

WHEREAS, other denominations in the wider Christian church require theological training and specialized training 
for their deacons who work in these areas of ministry; and 

WHEREAS, the term “deacon” is the more common term used in the wider church for persons ordained and 
appointed by a higher court, and The Presbyterian Church in Canada reserves this term for those serving in 
the congregational role; and 

WHEREAS, there are only two other denominations – the United Church of Canada and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada – that use the term “diaconal minister”, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
has now given permission for their diaconal ministers to use the term “deacon”; and  

WHEREAS, ministers of Word and Sacrament (pastoral ministers) are referred to as “pastors”, and it would be 
consistent for diaconal ministers to be referred to as “deacons”; and 

WHEREAS, congregational deacons, ruling elders, and ministers of Word and Sacrament are ordained, diaconal 
ministers are not ordained and this reflects displacement and exclusion in ministry; and 

WHEREAS, the definition of ordination in The Presbyterian Church in Canada is “the act of setting an individual in 
an order by authority of the presbytery, signifies the church’s confirmation of the individual’s call... 
Ordination always involves a laying on of hands,” as outlined by our Ordination to the Ministry of Word 
and Sacrament document; and 

WHEREAS, an order of ministry refers to an office of the church that extends back to the apostolic community and 
is biblically founded, and the lack of ordination for diaconal ministers – setting them in an order – reflects a 
failure to connect this ministry with the deacons of the early church; and 

WHEREAS, there is a difference between a religious order and an order of ministry, and diaconal ministers belong 
to a religious order; and 

WHEREAS, a religious order is a community or body endorsed by the denomination and was originally established 
to support and oversee the work that women were doing in mission in the community and overseas who 
were not permitted to hold any ordained offices in the church; and 

WHEREAS, diaconal ministers, in 1991, were recognized as part of a distinct office of the church with full voice 
and vote in the courts, and no attempt was made to critically evaluate the purpose or function of a religious 
order for a modern-day, Reformed church; and 

WHEREAS, the hallmarks of a religious order include spiritual formation and a rule of life and the order in The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada does not include such practices; and 

WHEREAS, there is a shared vision in the wider Christian church of deacons serving primarily as bridges between 
the church and the world, who help connect the church to the most needy, marginalized and vulnerable 
peoples; and 

WHEREAS, diaconal ministry in The Presbyterian Church in Canada has become almost exclusively associated 
with Christian education and this is a severe departure from its own history within The Presbyterian Church 
in Canada as a missional function of the church and a departure from a shared ecumenical vision; and 

WHEREAS, deacons in the wider church tend to work within churches, church-related institutions and secular 
organization that help the most needy, marginalized and vulnerable persons, and in The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada there are no guidelines or criterion for those wishing to pursue a call outside of the 
church; and  

WHEREAS, there is no clear vision for how this bridging ministry plays out between the church and the world in 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada, either for those placed in the church or for those placed outside of the 
church; and 

WHEREAS, other denominations require specialized training for their deacons along with a core component of 
theological education, and The Presbyterian Church in Canada requests and M.Div.; and 
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WHEREAS, an M.Div. does not adequately prepare persons for employment in their chosen field or competency to 
work in the church in highly specialized ministry, especially in vocations that require certification and 
registration to practice (i.e. chaplaincy, social work, counselling, etc.); and 

WHEREAS, the Church of Scotland allows for the designation after their deacons’ name (DCS) to signify their 
ordination;  

THEREFORE, the Session of Knox’s Galt Church, Cambridge, Ontario, humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st 
General Assembly to:  

 a) critically evaluate the function of both diaconal offices in the church and evaluate if there should be a 
convergence into one diaconal office overseen by presbytery, thereby fully transitioning to the newer 
diaconal model established by the deaconesses of our church, that encompasses ministry that extends 
far beyond financial oversight in the church, and 

 b) allow diaconal ministers to use the term “deacon” in their public ministry, thereby allowing them to 
identify with a biblical office and a shared ecumenical term, and 

 c) ordain diaconal ministers; that is, set them in an order of ministry that extends back to the deacons of 
the early church, so that they may share in ordination with elders, minister of Word and Sacrament and 
congregational deacons, and 

 d) critically evaluate the purpose and function of a religious order of a modern-day, Reformed church and 
consider implementing spiritual formation and an invited rule of life as core spiritual practices that 
better distinguish it as a religious order, and 

 e) establish clear guidelines and criteria for persons who wish to pursue a call outside of the church, and 
 f) re-establish this office as a missional office of the church that focuses on caring for the most needy, 

marginalized and vulnerable persons, and create a vision for how this bridging ministry plays out 
between the church and the world, both for those who are placed in the church and for those placed 
outside of the church, and 

 g) re-evaluate the educational requirements and consider allowing persons to enter into professional 
offices that fully equip and certify them for ministry in areas of healing, justice, and discipleship, with 
one year of core theological training at seminary, and 

 h) to consider allowing a designation after one's name as a credential other than M.Div., 
 or do otherwise, as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 
 
Overture No. 27, 2015 Re Health and Dental Plan membership options  
(Referred to Pension and Benefits Board: A&P 2015, p. 602–603; see Book of Reports, p. 16.1.2–3) 
 
WHEREAS, churches in various parts of Canada find it most difficult and expensive to provide benefits plans for 

individual or small numbers of their staff; and 
WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada offers medical, dental and long term disability benefits to the 

following groups: clergy; staff at the national office; staff at Presbyterian churches across Canada who 
work 20 hours per week or more, and to retired clergy, diaconal ministers and former national staff; and 

WHEREAS, all congregational employees working 20 hours per week must be on the plan or none can be on the 
plan; and 

WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada national benefits plan currently available for congregational staff is 
restrictive in its application, not permitting an opting out for staff already covered by other benefits plans; 
through other employment or through their spouse’s plan; and 

WHEREAS, if staff are covered by other benefits plans, congregations cannot enroll employees that do not have 
other benefit plans in The Presbyterian Church in Canada plan; and 

WHEREAS, the problem primarily impacts those in lower paying positions; and 
WHEREAS, the staff in churches are predominately women, thus the non opting out clause interpretation, limits 

those staff with no other benefits to being able to access the national Presbyterian Church in Canada 
benefits plan; and 

WHEREAS, the annual cost of The Presbyterian Church in Canada package is expensive reflecting the costs for a 
relatively small population currently using the benefits plan; and 

WHEREAS, the larger the pool of participants the lower the unit cost is, a sound cost/benefit; and 
WHEREAS, the current restrictive nature of the interpretation of the 1998 overture discourages churches from using 

the national Presbyterian Church in Canada benefits plan thus reducing the pool of covered benefit 
participants and reducing the likelihood of the benefits plan premiums to be reduced closer to the industry 
norm;  

THEREFORE, the Session of Glenview Church, Toronto, Ontario, humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st 
General Assembly to permit opting out for church workers who are already members of another benefits 
plan while permitting access to The Presbyterian Church in Canada benefits plan for any other eligible staff 
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in a congregation, or other agency related to The Presbyterian Church in Canada, or to do otherwise as the 
General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best.  

 
Overture No. 29, 2015 re review biblical texts that speak to homosexual relationships 
(Referred to Church Doctrine Committee and Life and Mission Agency Committee (Justice Ministries): A&P 2015, 
p. 603; see Book of Reports, p. 6.1.10–14, 12.1.39 
 
WHEREAS, we honour Jesus Christ as Lord of our church, and want to witness to his lordship in every area of life; 

and 
WHEREAS, one significant area of life relates to our sexuality; and 
WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada, in the report of the Church Doctrine Committee adopted by the 

118th General Assembly concluded that, “The church, in faithfulness to God speaking in the scriptures, 
will…call homosexual brothers and sisters in Christ to abstain from homosexual genital activity”; and 

WHEREAS, some members of our denomination who are attracted to the same sex find such an ethical conclusion a 
hard but helpful discipline for their lives, while others of our denomination who are attracted to the same 
sex find such an ethical conclusion creates tension between their self-identity and desire for intimacy on the 
one hand, and their desire to be faithful Christian believers on the other; and 

WHEREAS, our church acknowledges that our interpretation of scripture is fallible and thus in constant need of 
revision; and 

WHEREAS, as Christians we want to be both true to scripture and to care for those who suffer for whatever reasons, 
including homosexual ones; and 

WHEREAS, the weight of the objection to homosexual genital relationships in the 1992 Church Doctrine 
Committee report lay in the exegesis of the biblical texts that speak negatively of homosexuality; and 

WHEREAS, the possibility of reversing the church’s teaching on this highly sensitive issue needs to be thoroughly 
examined; 

THEREFORE, the Session of Knox Church, St. Catharines, Ontario, humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st 
General Assembly to direct the Church Doctrine Committee to review how The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada has formerly addressed the issue of homosexual relationships, and in particular to study the 
traditional exegesis of the biblical texts that speak to this issue, alongside the various revisionist readings of 
those texts that have been suggested in recent decades, so to prepare a report that will guide the church on 
this contentious issue, or to do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best.  

 
Overture No. 32, 2015 re upholding marriage as between one man and one woman 
(Referred to Church Doctrine Committee and Life and Mission Agency Committee (Justice Ministries): A&P 2015, 
p. 606) – Book of Reports, p. 6.1.10–14, 12.1.39 
 
WHEREAS, all mankind is born with a sinful nature in which we all struggle throughout our lives (Romans 6–7); and 
WHEREAS, our loving Heavenly Father, in his purpose to redeem creation unto himself, sent his son Jesus Christ to 

die for all sinners (1 Peter 3:18, Romans 6:10–11) and so to save us by his grace alone (Ephesians 2:8–9), 
because his love for us is too great to leave us in our sins (Romans 6:1–14); and 

WHEREAS, we are commanded to repent of our sins (Matthew 4:17, 2 Peter 3:9) and that our Lord himself grants 
us the ability to repent (Acts 11:18, 2 Timothy 2:25); and  

WHEREAS, as Christians we are called by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to influence society by being the “salt of 
the earth” and the “light of the world” (Matthew 5:13–16); and 

WHEREAS, God’s good plan for marriage between one man and one woman, as well as experiencing sexual 
intimacy, is clearly defined in his word (Genesis 2:24) and is repeated and reinforced in the New Testament 
by our Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 10:6–9, Matthew 19:4–5) and the apostolic writings (Ephesians 5:31), as 
are sexual sins, including homosexuality, (Leviticus 18:22, 20:13, Romans 1:26–27, 1 Corinthians 6:9, 
1 Timothy 1:10) and the consequences of sexual sin (1 Corinthians 6:18); and 

WHEREAS, to willingly continue in behaviour from which our Lord has commanded us to abstain can only be seen 
as unrepentant sin and as such can only have damaging consequences to us as individuals, to society and to 
the church; and 

WHEREAS, all ordained elders and ministers of the Word in The Presbyterian Church in Canada, as well as 
candidates for these offices, must uphold and be “bound only to Jesus Christ the church’s king and head; 
the scriptures of the Old and New Testament as the written Word of God” and are “to follow no divisive 
course, but to seek the peace and unity of Christ among his people”; 

THEREFORE, the Session of Grace Church, West Hill, Toronto, Ontario, humbly overtures the Venerable, the 
141st General Assembly to: 
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 - continue, as a unified voice, to uphold our historic and biblical stance that marriage is designed by God 
as a holy covenant between one man and one woman exclusively, and 

 - encourage the faithful to lovingly care for all persons and, if any unrepentant sin is found within the 
Church, with all gentleness, humility and prayer correct that brother or sister until repentance is 
attained, for such is our calling from God, 

or to do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 
 
Overture No. 33, 2015 re issues of human sexuality 
(Referred to Church Doctrine Committee and Life and Mission Agency Committee (Justice Ministries): A&P 2015, 
p. 607–08; see Book of Reports, p. 6.1.10–14, 12.1.39) 
 
WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada has wisely provided the means by which concerns may be 

presented to its courts; and 
WHEREAS, there is intent by some members and presbyteries to request the church’s official affirmation of same 

sex intimacy, the ordination of practicing homosexuals, and the marriage of same sex couples; and 
WHEREAS, such inclusive affirmation would be a flagrant denial of the church’s historical position that scripture is 

the only infallible rule of faith and manners; and 
WHEREAS, this historical position is supported by the principal subordinate standard, the Westminster Confession 

of Faith (Chapter XXIV), and also by Living Faith (8.2.3); and 
WHEREAS, all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” 
(1 Timothy 3:16–17); and 

WHEREAS, scripture clearly and repeatedly states that sexuality is a gift from God, and all sexual relations are to be 
confined to the marriage of a man and a woman – (all others being considered unnatural and immoral); and 

WHEREAS, the eternal God of truth has declared that his word will stand forever (Isaiah 40:8), and no one is to add 
or subtract from it and reject its eternal relevance; and 

WHEREAS, the Holy Spirit has been provided to the church so its members can be taught God’s will and enabled to 
apply it in their daily living; and 

WHEREAS, it is the Holy Spirit who unites believers to live harmoniously in accordance with the revealed will of 
God for the church, and this unity is based on truth not compromise; and 

WHEREAS, all people are born with a sinful disposition, regardless of sexual orientation, and require the 
transforming power of God to bring abundant life, and power over temptations and weaknesses of many 
kinds; and 

WHEREAS, anger, disrespect, and animosity within the church, aimed at those who hold opposing views, grieves a 
holy God, and ought not to be; and 

WHEREAS, tolerance of others’ beliefs and lifestyles, as promoted by human opinions and cultural norms – must 
never be the goal within the church, rather, compassion and justice must be based on principles in scripture; 
and 

WHEREAS, as John Stott stated, “without the wholesome positive teaching of the Bible on sex and marriage, our 
perspective on the homosexual question is bound to be skewed” (Decisive Issues Facing Christians Today, 
p. 344); and 

WHEREAS, scripture urges believers not to allow the world to squeeze them into its mound (Romans 12:1–2) by 
following the culture’s standards and practices, but to regard their bodies as gifts to be used in 
God-honouring ways, in dependence on his power to live in single purity and married faithfulness; and 

WHEREAS, challenging the authority of God and being proud of such defiance resulted in Satan’s downfall, yet, as 
the father of lies (John 8:44) he continues to promote sin as a pleasure and a right, and to suggest God 
could not possibly say unreasonable things (Genesis 3); and 

WHEREAS, the numerous and notable talents and resources of homosexuals in the church may be regarded as 
needed and useful, scripture declares “obedience is better than offerings” (1 Samuel 15:22), and it is the 
Holy Spirit who works through obedient servants; and 

WHEREAS, the apostle Paul rejoiced to announce that former practicing homosexuals in the church in Corinth had 
renounced their immoral lifestyle and been transformed by the grace and power of God (1 Corinthians 6:9–
11), thus proving the possibility and reality of change not necessarily of orientation, but of obedience to 
God through his power in an individual; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of discipleship may be very high and may involve pain, loneliness, ridicule, misunderstanding, 
etc., it is what God may allow therefore, the believer must be prepared to obey God and leave the 
consequences with him; and 
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WHEREAS, the church must strive to support members who do not practice in spite of their homosexual orientation, 
to do otherwise would only increase the hurt and exclusion caused by insensitive believers who judge the 
weaknesses of others while ignoring their own obvious or hidden faults; and 

WHEREAS, God values each individual and does not have favourites, only intimates, nor does he categorize sins as 
humans tend to do, therefore the church needs prayerfully to focus on a holy God who condemns all sin and 
offers forgiveness and cleansing to all who truly repent; and 

WHEREAS, a vital relationship with Christ is essential to deal with life’s many challenges, and especially with the 
strong and emotional sexual issues regardless of one’s orientation; and 

WHEREAS, regular fervent prayer, and diligent study of scripture applied to daily living, and reliance on the Holy 
Spirit to instruct and empower, are the means by which believers can grow in grace to spiritual maturity 
and usefulness in the church; and 

WHEREAS, society has rejected absolutes in favour of moral relativism and the church is in danger of doing 
likewise, thus creating a difficult and complex dilemma; and 

WHEREAS, the Book of Forms section 292 states that the General Assembly “in general, adopts such measures as 
may tend to promote true godliness, to repress error and immorality, to preserve the unity of the church, 
and to advance the kingdom of Christ throughout the world”; 

THEREFORE, the Session of Bridlewood Church, Toronto, Ontario, humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st 
General Assembly to call for strong support of biblical standards for faith and practice; repentance for sins 
against God and fellow believers; and prayerful dependence on the Holy Spirit in all the discussions and 
decisions relating to this critical issue; or to do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may 
deem best. 

 
Overture No. 37, 2015 re request for process for a congregation leaving the denomination 
(Referred to Clerks of Assembly in consultation with Trustee Board, Assembly Council, and Pension and Benefits 
Board: A&P 2015, p. 610–11, see Book of Reports, p. 7.1.2–6) 
 
WHEREAS, it is understood that the trustees of a local congregation hold the real property of a congregation in trust 

for that congregation; and 
WHEREAS, the local congregation is the body which pays the mortgage, monthly bills, does the maintenance of the 

building and property, and over time invests all the time and energy into the maintenance of its witness in 
the community; and 

WHEREAS, according to the current law and practice of the church upon dissolution of a congregation the real 
property and assets vest in the Trustee Board of The Presbyterian Church in Canada; and 

WHEREAS, there is no present provision whereby a congregation dissenting from a majority decision within The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada can withdraw from The Presbyterian Church in Canada and expect to keep 
its property; and 

WHEREAS, the potential for legal battles over property is likely to be lengthy, costly and a poor witness to the 
world; and 

WHEREAS, other Reformed bodies including the Presbyterian Church (USA) have made allowance for “gracious 
dismissal” of dissenting congregations whereby the withdrawing congregations are able to retain the title to 
their property and assets; and 

WHEREAS, the development of a gracious process to divide, dismiss, or dissolve churches in consultation with 
their members which exercises consistency, pastoral responsibility, transparency, and gracious witness 
should be our desire: 

THEREFORE, the Session of Grace Church, Orleans, Ontario, humbly overtures the Venerable, the 141st General 
Assembly to consider establishing a means for “gracious dismissal” of congregations which might in good 
conscience be unable to accept changes in doctrine or discipline which depart from the historic confessional 
standards of the church, or do otherwise as the General Assembly, in its wisdom, may deem best. 

 
Commissioner’s Overture re public prayer 
(Referred to Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee: A&P 2015, p. 23; see) Book of Reports, p. 8.1.1–6 
 
WHEREAS, Presbyterians acknowledge the importance of the legal freedom to publicly pray; and 
WHEREAS, the Supreme of Court of Canada on April 15, 2015, unanimously ruled that public prayers be banned in 

the city council of Saguenay, Quebec; and 
WHEREAS, the implications of such a ruling has had a ripple effect of causing many other city councils to 

discontinue prayer in the public; and 
WHEREAS, other levels of government are also weighing the implications of banning public prayer in such public 

meetings; and 
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WHEREAS, chaplains and others are asking what the implications are for their ministries and services in public; and 
WHEREAS, public prayer is not solely a Christian practice, but is part of many other religious traditions, including 

First Nations traditional practice; and 
WHEREAS, we who pray regularly in public should always take note when public prayer is outlawed; 
THEREFORE we, J. Dent and P.G. Bush, humbly overture the 141st General Assembly to look into the effects of 

this Supreme Court decision as it impacts our city councils, our governments at all levels and our own 
public prayers, and to enter into conversation with religious leaders of other religious traditions who share 
our belief that public prayer adds to civil society and the well being of communities or to do otherwise as it 
deems best. 

 
 

 
MEMORIALS 

Memorial No. 1, 2015 re process re changes to church’s teaching on human sexuality 
(Referred to Clerks of Assembly re Declaratory Act and Church Doctrine Committee and the Life and Mission 
Agency Committee (Justice Ministries): A&P 2015, p. 611–12; see Book of Reports, p. 6.1.27–28, 7.1.5–6) 
 
WHEREAS, the past several months have seen informal debate, within some circles of The Presbyterian Church in 

Canada, on the church’s teaching on human sexuality and the narrower question of how lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender persons should be welcomed within the life of the church; and 

WHEREAS, some within the denomination wish to see a change in the church’s long-held teaching on human 
sexuality as this is outlined within the 1994 Report on Human Sexuality; and 

WHEREAS, the denomination’s historic belief and teaching concerning human sexuality is encapsulated in the 
statement of Living Faith (a subordinate standard adopted in 1998) that “Christian marriage is a union in 
Christ whereby a man and a woman become one in the sight of God”; and 

WHEREAS, The Presbyterian Church in Canada is divided on the important question of precisely how lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender persons should be welcomed within the life of the church; and 

WHEREAS, at least two presbyteries have forwarded overtures to the 141st General Assembly asking for a change 
in the church’s teaching and/or discipline in this area of church law and practice (which overtures were 
subsequently made public, on social media platforms, by various members of those presbyteries); and 

WHEREAS, these overtures request that the 141st General Assembly simply declare (by way of a declaratory act) a 
change in the church’s teaching and/or discipline in this area of church law and practice; and 

WHEREAS, a declaratory act is a means by which a General Assembly may affirm “what it understands to be the 
law of the church regarding any particular matter,” (Book of Forms section 293), and is not a means by 
which a General Assembly may change any such law; and 

WHEREAS, “no prepared law or rule relative to matters of doctrine, discipline, government or worship” may be 
established by a declaratory act (Book of Forms section 293.1); and 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly may make a change to the doctrine, discipline, government, or worship of the 
church only by way of the Barrier Act process which requires approval by a majority of presbyteries and by 
two General Assemblies; and 

WHEREAS, the Barrier Act gives expression to deeply democratic impulses within Presbyterianism, and exists to 
prevent any minority within the church from enacting substantial changes to church law and discipline 
without wide discussion, consultation, and agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the Barrier Act is intended to prevent the adoption of novel laws, practices, or standards without due 
and careful consideration; and 

WHEREAS, any change in the areas of doctrine and discipline, on questions of human sexuality, without full 
consideration of related exegetical, theological and polity matters would be a grave disservice to the church 
and an unwarranted usurpation of the role of the committees of the General Assembly; 

THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Montreal humbly memorializes the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly, 
 1. that the law and traditions of the church prevent it from establishing any change in the church’s 

doctrine or discipline, on the questions of human sexuality referenced above, by way of a declaratory 
act, 

 2. that any request for such a change by way of a declaratory act is contrary both to the spirit and the 
letter of the church’s law, and 

 3. that any such request for a change in the church’s teaching and practice in the area of human sexuality 
are, if appropriately brought before the General Assembly, rightly referred to the Assembly’s 
Committee on Church Doctrine (in consultation with other appropriate bodies); 

 or, may interpret the law and traditions of the church otherwise, as the General Assembly may deem best. 
 




