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Advent 3 - Joy   

                                 December 11, 2016
Welcome to St. Andrew's Church! We are glad you are here with us as we continue our celebration of Jesus’ birth. May God bless you in his grace and mercy as we take time to give our love and attention to the One who has embraced us in Jesus Christ. If you are visiting with us, please take time to sign our guest book and to let us know how we can become better acquainted. 
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP, 11:00 A.M.
APPROACH TO GOD

Choral Prelude: Es Ist Ein Ros' Entsprungen      ...J. Brahms, arr. S. D. Wolff

Entry of the Bible 


                    (Congregation Standing)

Introit: Prepare The Way Of The Lord                                                  J. Berthier                   
Greeting 
Responsive Call to Worship:



L:    Today there is good news to behold!

A:   We who feared we were worth little to God,
      
       have found only blessing in his hand.

L:   In the love and mercy of God, 
      
       the blind see, the lame walk, and the deaf hear.
               A:   And so we rejoice. Joy fills our hearts.
               L:    Feel God's mercy, poured over our parched souls.
               A:   Behold! The Lord comes with his people. 

                      The Lord is with us. Rejoice.
Hymn of Approach:     See amid the winter's snow                                    #168
Prayers of Adoration, Confession, and Assurance of Pardon
Children’s Hymn:  Il est né 



                            #169

(verse one in French, then all, 1-4,  in English)      

Children’s Story and Prayer
Lighting Advent Candle 

Joy
                              (see insert)

Unison Advent Prayer: In a world of heartache, we wait. In a world of tears, we wait. We wait for you, our God. Who brings peace. Who inspires hope. Who leads us, even now to joy. As the flame flickers to life, may you ignite joy in our hearts today. May the joy you inspire lead us to songs of praise. Amen

 (after the prayer): Hope is a star (v1-2)                                                    #119

THE WORD OF GOD
Anthems: Before Scripture: Born To Save                                             G. Chafe

                    Run To The Barn                                                                     S. Lyndon

                    How Shall We Celebrate Christmas?                                    G. Chafe 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 35:1-10   Ean Parsons                                   (page 663)
Responsive Psalm:  Psalm 146                                                               (page 581)
New Testament:    Matthew 11:2-11   Jonathan Marshall              (page 011)
Anthems: Angels Out Dancing                                                                  S. Lyndon

                    In the Dark of the Night                                                    S. B. Cormier

                    Hodie Christus Natus Est                                                          G. Chafe

Sermon:       "Sought by joy"             
Commitment:  Joy to the world                                                                      #153
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements

Offertory: Noel Nouvelet                                                                          L. Roques






      
Doxology (822, vs. 4) and Offertory Prayer                                                                                                  
Confession of Faith: Living Faith  3.2.1 "God became man ..."             (p 010)                                         
Commissioning Hymn:   Hark! the herald angels sing                              #139
Benediction
Choral Amen:                                                                                             O. Gibbons

Postlude: Good Christians All, Rejoice                                                     W. Held
NURSERY ATTENDANT Agathe Ratsimandresy  For those who wish, a nursery is available in the church hall next door.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY...Dec  - 11 Carol Matthews; Dec - 12 James Cooper; Dec - 13 Alex Cowan, Michael Elton, Tom Munn.

ANNIVERSARIES... Dec - 12 James and Elizabeth Cooper; Dec - 13 Kenneth and Christine MacKenzie.

Flowers have been placed in the church in loving memory of Melville and Isa Graham from the family.

THE CHRISTMAS WREATH located above the organ has been placed in loving memory of James and Maude Campbell, Gloria Campbell and Dorman Gillingham from the Campbell, Gillingham and Saunders families. 

If Pastoral Care is required please contact Rev. Derek Krunys on his cell phone (687-7742) or at the office (726-5385). 

BENEVOLENT FUND: Your contributions to the St. Andrew's Benevolent Fund help support special need situations. Contributions can be made individually or through your regular offering envelope by marking "Benevolent" in "Other".

Bible Study will resume in the New Year. 

BRIDGES TO HOPE ..... is experiencing a shortage of essential foods from its Community Food Pantry.  Essential foods would include: Baked Beans (in tomato sauce, pork, etc.); Dry Pasta and Pasta in sauce; Canned meat and fish; Hearty soup and/or stew; Canned milk; Cereal (basic, not sugary); Margarine. Any assistance you could provide in helping acquire these items would be much appreciated.

Heather Elliott, Program Director 

 Anyone interested in joining the choir or participating musically in any way in the service, feel free to email me at gchafe@hotmail.com or call 368-3463. I look forward to discovering people with hidden talents so that they may be brought out into the light to glorify God!

White Gift .....The Atlantic Mission Society (AMS) will be holding its next meeting on Sunday, December 11th at 12:30pm in the Hall. It will focus on wrapping gift packages for our church members from the donations received today. A light lunch will be served. Anyone interested is invited to attend.

Lay Readers.... Thank you to all those who read lessons at services during the past year. New lay readers are always welcome. If you would like to add your name to the list of readers please contact Margie Coombes at 364-1148 or mcoombes@nl.rogers.com or leave your name at the church office.

 The St. Andrews Atlantic Mission Society have taken on a new project this year. The Janeway Hospital is in short supply of toe covers for children who have casts. As the weather gets cooler they need something to keep their toes covered. If there are any knitters in the congregation who would like to participate in this project, a free pattern will be provided. The pattern will be at the church entrance. Also, there will be a box to drop off the finished toe covers. If you need further information please call Nettie Ryan at 753-1369. Your participation would be gratefully appreciated.

We are looking for a congregation representative for the Canadian Bible Society.  If you are interested and would like further information, please contact the minister at the church office 726-5385 or by email dkrunys@hotmail.com 

CHRISTMAS CAKES: Rotary Christmas Cakes  are available! The cakes are $10 each. For more information, please contact Ian Wishart at 

722-3769.

Preauthorized Remittances - PAR  

Many of us have automatic debits from our bank accounts to pay for mortgages, cable, electricity, etc.  If you do then you understand PAR.  It means regular donations throughout the year to St. Andrew’s through direct debit from your account. For those who cannot make it to church on a regular basis, due to travel, illness or for some other reason, this is a way to help meet your financial commitment.   If you wish to avail of this option, then you can contact the church office for an enrollment form. 709-726-5385.
The Internationalization Office (formerly known as ISA Office at Memorial University of Newfoundland), is coordinating a Holiday Hosting Program. It is a program where local families in St John's open their doors, and invite an international student to spend Christmas Day with them. If an international student staying in St John's is far away from his/her family on Christmas, the program gives him/her the chance to spend the day in a family setting, eating dinner, and watching TV. Also, it is an opportunity for local families to learn about another culture and share with these MUN international students their culture and traditional Christmas Day dinner. Let's show international students our Newfoundland hospitality by sharing a meal on Christmas Day with a couple of international students who are away from their loved ones. This can be a wonderful opportunity for you and for them to experience a multicultural Christmas and let them feel home away from home. If you are interested, send an email to jem107@mun.ca or contact the Internationalization Office at (709) 864-8895 by December 9th, 2016.

Sunday School Pageant:
A reminder to Parents that in addition to White Gift Sunday, the 11th will also be our First Practice for the Pageant, it is very important that everyone be in attendance for this. Please come directly to the Gym in the Hall after the Children’s Prayer so that we can begin as soon as possible.

If you have any questions at all or have potential conflicts for this, please let Andrew Halliday or Jenny Pallard know as soon as possible so that information can be provided or any alternate arrangements can be made.

Andrew: ahalliday@provair.com, or 699-3242.

Jenny: jennpallard@gmail.com
                                             *** Dec 11 - Dec 18***  

                   Sun         11:00am     White Gift Sunday Worship



                              3rd Sunday of Advent

              
                     11:10
Sunday School  

                
      12:30pm     AMS
                  Tues         7:30
Board of Managers Meeting

   Fri/Sat  All Day            Rotary Hamper Prep


   Dec 17
              Pageant Rehearsal and 



         
              Pizza party


   Dec 18 
             Pageant Sunday




 ***Upcoming***


Dec 24

4:30pm      Family Service




11:00          Candlelight Service
 
Dec 25

 11:00am   Joint service at St. David's  Church         
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