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Introduction


This little book is divided into three parts. The first is to help you as a couple get past a number of dangerous assumptions as you come to marriage, even if it is not your first marriage. The second section looks at the preparations for the day of the wedding, but also begins to set some habits and standards for the marriage ahead. Finally, the third section is focused on those things that often surprise a couple in their married life; are causes for celebration, discovery, and caution.


The central focus of the book is the process from being a couple in love to being a man and woman in marriage. This takes more than a ceremony, but it takes less than many of the ‘bells and whistles’ that get thrown over many people getting ready to be married. 


Most of all, throughout the whole of this book you will discover how faith in Christ and a healthy relationship in the church can help in you as you approach marriage, as you get ready for the wedding day, and through the years of your marriage to one another. 

God is love, and love is what makes a marriage something wonderful, enduring, and inspiring.


Throughout the course of the book you will encounter devotional moments. There you as a couple, and as individuals will have the chance to learn about love from God through the scriptures; God’s word. Here is one to start:

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.” John 4:7; NIV
Bride – I believe __________________________________

Groom – I believe_________________________________

Part I; Assumptions

Love demands honest, humble, and caring respect between people. Whether its is your love within your family, or your love for your friends, or this love that you are declaring for each other, love cannot include assumptions.


To assume that the problems you as a couple have will be solved by the saying of a few vows and the signing of some papers is both dangerous and foolish. To assume that you know everything that you need to know about each other you may already know is very short-sighted. And to assume that the events of the wedding day will pave a path of bliss and tranquility is naive at best.


We begin by setting aside a lot of the myths that many people come into marriage holding. We are going to attempt to honestly name important parts of your relationship, and get to acknowledge the good and the not so good about your past, while we recognize the role that your families play in your current relationship, and discover the role of friends in helping or hindering a marriage, finally we will explore the way that the Church is there for you to help you and strengthen your relationship.

If you’re too proud (or too afraid) to admit you are hurting . . . don’t be surprised if nobody seems to care.
Robert Harold Schuller (1926– )
The Relationship

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” John 15:9-11; RSV

Discuss: What does this say about God and the two of you?

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long have you been seeing each other? _____________

Discuss the beginning of your relationship. How do you see/remember it?__________________________________

________________________________________________

These are good questions to ask, but they lead to something which for you two has always been more important: “Where are you going?” & “How long do you think this relationship will last?” 

If we have stopped assuming things, then we need to ask these questions, and start honestly exploring doubts and worries. It will do little good to enter marriage without asking a few of these tough questions because they do come up. If you have been through a marriage and have divorced, or have watched marriages fall apart, you understand how important this is.

What makes your relationship healthy? _________________





Hopeful?________________





Able to continue? _________





________________________

I am worried about::

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now, to put all of this in perspective, you both have known some or all of this through the entire time you have had this relationship. You know your own shortfalls, and you recognize shortfalls in your future spouse. This is normal.


But the reason you are coming together in marriage is that you can see the problems, and also see beyond them. You may even see and have begun to learn how you help each other through your shortcomings. Love does not keep a record of wrongs, but love honestly acknowledges sins and mistakes and seeks for healing. This is essential as we come to look into your past, apart and together.


So lets explore those positive aspects. It is very important to know and name your future spouse’s gifts and abilities, and to celebrate them. As often as we may take ourselves, and the advantages we have for granted, so often – without cruel intention – we may take those whom we hold dearest for granted. But it is those gifts and abilities that give your relationships strength.

Think of these for example:

“… charity (love), joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” Galatians 5:22, 23; RSV
Discuss: Of these gifts, where is your fiancé strongest?

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discuss: How does that strengthen your relationship

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

It is very important to acknowledge these strengths in each other because over the years you will learn to not only share these strengths, but to gain them yourself. Marriage is about sharing who you are, what you can do, and growing together in the love you share most of all. The high-point of your relationship should not be the wedding day, or the first year, but you can discover to continue to ‘fall’ in love more and more every day. That is the healthy goal of your relationship when you enter into marriage.

The Past

We all come to marriage with different experiences, of different relationships, different ways of being brought up, and a different experience of learning. Life is full of opportunities to have you abilities challenged and your weaknesses over come. You cannot set aside what you have done, where you have been, and all the things that have made you who you are until this time. What you are promising to do in marriage is blend your past experience with the experience of someone else, the one you love; and in doing this there is not room to hide your past.


There will be things that your fiancé will not like about your past, just as there are things that bother them even now. It is prideful and fearful, and it does not honour your fiancé to hide these things – skeletons in your closet – hoping they just might not find out about your past. You may be surprised. They may have no problem with those things you have done. In the love and honesty of your relationship you should be able to reveal your past, and trust in their understanding and, when needed, forgiveness.

Jesus said: “9Pray then like this:

    Our Father who art in heaven,

    Hallowed be thy name.

    Thy kingdom come,

    Thy will be done,

    On earth as it is in heaven.

    Give us this day our daily bread; 

    And forgive us our sins,

    As we also have forgiven those who have sinned against us;

    And lead us not into temptation,

    But deliver us from evil. Matthew 6:9-13 [Luke 11:2-4]
Discuss: Is your relationship with each other full of forgiveness like your relationship with God is full of forgiveness?

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

 But looking at your own past, or your fiancé’s past is not only an opportunity for forgiveness, there are also aspects of their past that you can celebrate, and appreciate as they do. They may have been in a positive relationship in their past, and through the relationship did not work out, they would appreciate you acknowledging that they have had these relationships, and they were positive in some ways. Do you have the humility to incorporate some aspects into your present relationship, into your marriage?


A final note of advice and caution: If you, or your fiancé, has been in a sexually active relationship in their past, or involved in intravenous drug use, you should seek a blood test for transmittable diseases. Blood test are required by some jurisdictions. Additionally, they are also a way of checking for other potential complications or health problems. If you do not wish to undergo this through your family doctor, it is possible to get a basic screen through licensed blood donation organizations at the time of a blood donation [and an interesting date that makes too]

Family

Jesus answered, “Have you not read that he who made them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder.” Matthew 19:4-6
Discuss: What does this say about the rest of the family?

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Family can be ‘fun’, and they can be fun. If you are coming to this marriage as a second or third marriage you are coming with an experience of family, and now you are seeking to enter another’s experience of family. A sense of family exists for every person, even the orphan acknowledges some sense of family – even in the family’s absence. No matter who you are family is always a part of your life, and the lessons you have learned will effect the kind of family you two will make.


This is especially noticeable for people who come from broken families, or abusive families. Though stable marriages and reliable relationships between members of family is desirable, this is not always the case. You may come into this relationship with tarnished sense of what married life is like, and what normal family behaviour is like. Remember, it is your shared sense of family that will make your family what it is, and just as when 


If you are coming from a previous marriage or a sexually active relationship you may be coming to this marriage with children, young or already grown up. There is a period of adjustment that is going to have to take place for you and your spouse. Set rules early, and ensure that you share those household rules and build towards a normal relationship without force or expectation. In all the inconsistency that results from a broken family it will be your consistency and your dependability that will determine health and happiness of this new family dynamic.


Family is not something that can be disregarded. Your parents your cousins, your siblings, all of your family can have both a very positive or a negative effect on the stability of your own relationship. A dominating parental figure, or a controlling child can stress your own marriage relationship to a breaking point.


But the opposite is true. A loving parent can be very excited and celebrate your relationship because they are chiefly interested in your happiness. A child may look forward to finally having a stable household environment and appreciate the person and character of your future spouse. The key is not to assume. Discuss your relationship with your family if you have not already, and give them the opportunity to celebrate the marriage with you on more than just the wedding day.

Friends and Community


We are also deeply influenced by others in our environment besides family. You have other relationships besides your romantic involvement with your fiancé. Some of them come from your work environment; others are old friends from school days. In this modern age where communication with old acquaintances is far easier than it has ever been, keeping in touch with friends is easier than ever.  Perhaps your fiancé was one such friend; and since married life should be the best friendship you will ever have [save that with Christ Jesus], it is good to have matured into romance in this way. 

Jesus said:

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:12-13;RSV
Discuss: This sign of love for friends is high. How do you feel about self-sacrifice [even if it does not mean death] for the sake of someone outside of your marriage?

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________


Yet, your future spouse may show signs of jealousy or discomfort in your friends. Some of your ‘friends’ may be encouraging you to engage in activities that bother your future spouse. If your friend is of the opposite gender to you and is attractive, your fiancé may be uncomfortable with time you spend with your friend, especially time alone. Do not dismiss your fiancé’s feelings. At the same time do not disconnect yourself from your friends. 


Just as with family there is time needed for adjustment to these external relationships to your marriage. Some of your friends will be a great support, others will/do test the relationship between you and your fiancé. 

How do you both currently interact with each other’s friends?

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can you improve?

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Church


Some people love to take off for a small wedding with just a few friends, and that is great, others like to have the county show up at the church; both are up to the couple and what they feel they can handle for cost and stress. But after the wedding what happens to the ‘church’ in the marriage?


If you want to have your wedding in a big open field, under a tent, in a back alley, in a huge cathedral or in a small country chapel, that is up to you. If you get married inside or outside a church building makes no difference. That is the wedding day. However, having your wedding outside the CHURCH [the fellowship] weakens your relationship in many notable ways. 

More than just a place to have the wedding, a Church is the environment of loving believers, believing most of all in love. The whole purpose of a church is to teach the world about the truth of God’s love, and to help the world see that love each and every day of our lives. The church can help you in the rough times, and increase the celebration of the great events that will mark your lives together. 


The Christian Church can, and should be an excellent place for your growth as a couple. There you will find other couples, some within a long-standing marriage, while others – like yourselves – just getting started; and even some getting started for a second (or …) time. Some of these people will be good examples to you, others will be poor examples, but the strength will be in knowing that 


Even more, many churches have resources in counseling, programs and events for families and couples.  Depending on what denomination you may also have groups of church leaders who can find resources for you outside of the immediate community. No two church congregations are the same, but they all celebrate the gift of love that comes from God; the same gift you are sharing as a couple in love.


“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.” 1 John 4:10-12; NIV
Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part II; Preparations

There can be a lot to do to get ready for a wedding day. Many people can get so caught up in the preparations they loose track of what the day is actually about. 

The church regards marriage to be the joining of a man and a woman to ‘become one in the sight of God’ [and therefore the Church]. This means you - as man and wife – become one spiritual body, joined together in a more intimate way than even sexual union can provide. This spiritual bond help both of you to grow in all manner of living, and to –with faith and love – enter a state of richer spiritual prosperity than you were able to provide for yourself. Marriage is not for everyone, but for those who are called to be together in this union in love, it is a wonderful blessing as you live and grow in faith.

So, your preparations for marriage will span from the requirements of law and the state, to the spiritual aspects of faith and devotion. 

You have already begun the work of devotion by completing the first section of this book, and those passages that you have reflected on together will go far in guiding you beyond the ceremony, into the whole joy of married life.

The Laws Concerning Marriage

All legal jurisdictions have particular legal requirements for couples seeking marriage. These requirements are made to cooperate with the discernment of the registered officer [registered to officiate a marriage within provincial boundaries], and their accepted belief system. 

In some places in the world the law requires that the legal and spiritual/faith ceremonies be separate. Please check at least a couple of months in advance to see what you are required to do.

The Requirements for Marriage in the Presbyterian Church in Canada

Ministers of the Presbyterian Church in Canada are to officiate at the marriage of a man and a woman who are consenting adults, with no legal or spiritual impediment. That would bar or nullify their marriage.

 Ministers should, by way of previous interview, ensure that the couple is coming to marriage with a mature and healthy attitude, and make arrangements for their spiritual needs in their married life.

It is at the discernment of Minister of the Church what additional requirements for marriage and preparation for marriage should be taken [so long as these requirements do impede the recognized rights of the individual]. The Minister is not required to marry any that they deem to be fairly unfit [such a decision should be made in conversation with the couple seeking marriage]. 

New Brunswick legal marriage requirements:

To become married in the province of New Brunswick you are required – as a couple – to apply for and receive a marriage license. You may do this at any Service New Brunswick location; call 1-888-762-8600 and make an appointment.. In order to get a marriage license you require all of the following: 

1. Certified Birth Certificate

2. Photo ID such as Drivers License or passport.

3. If previously married, bring a certified copy of the final divorce decree, or death certificate if marriage ended due to death of spouse.

4. $100

When applying for the marriage license, you must know the date on which you are getting married, as well as the name of the person who will be performing the ceremony.

Both parties to the marriage must appear before the Issuer of Marriage Licenses [registrar, or appointed official], where you will each have a separate and private interview.

You will have to complete and sign an Affidavit on Application for a Marriage License. You will be asked to solemnly swear or affirm that the information on the application is true before you sign the form. An acquired license is valid for 90 days [the wedding must take place in that period].

Witnesses: You will need to have two witnesses present at the wedding ceremony. They must be 18 years of age or older.

Officiant/Celebrant/Cleric/ Judge/Court Clerk: These are the only people under license and registration enabled to solemnize a marriage license, and perform the marriage ceremony. Check to make sure the person performing the marriage is registered [has registration number]. You must present your marriage license to the person performing the marriage prior to the wedding ceremony.

What is ‘the publication of the banns’? The publication of the banns is an archaic method of ensuring that the couple has no other requirements that would impede or nullify their wedding. 

In modern times it is used to announce the upcoming marriage publicly.

The Marriage Act

http://www.gnb.ca/0062/acts/acts/m-03.htm

http://www.wpic.ca/canada_marriage_requirements.htm

Other jurisdictions web pages:

Newfoundland

http://www.gs.gov.nl.ca/birth/getting_married/index.html

Nova Scotia

http://www.gov.ns.ca/snsmr/access/vitalstats/getting-married.asp

Prince Edward Island

http://www.gov.pe.ca/health/index.php3?number=1020364

www.gov.pe.ca/law/statutes/pdf/m-03.pdf
The Vows

[A general order of service is included with this booklet, outlining a huge selection of vows. See the Appendix]

As a preparation for considering your vows, and perhaps for writing vows, please complete the following exercise; 

List ten simple promises that you wish to offer your spouse:

  1.____________________________________________

  2.____________________________________________

  3.____________________________________________

  4.____________________________________________

  5.____________________________________________

  6.____________________________________________

  7.____________________________________________

  8.____________________________________________

  9.____________________________________________

10.____________________________________________

[you may wish to include these promises with your vows, or write them somewhere else and bring them out from time to time. They are not meant to be ammunition in s fight, but a reminder of your covenant together]

Marriage is about more than a promise, it is about living the vows that arise from love, rediscovering these vows as your love grows, and adding to them in meaning and understanding as you love each other more deeply and fully. The community witnesses the words you share with each other on your wedding day; even if that is only a few people. Most of all they have to be meaningful to the two of you. Yet you should explore what those words mean for each of you. Is three a word or a promise that you want to explain, or declare as important to you. Is your understanding of what the vows are saying the same as your spouse, and can you accept the differences in your point of view?

Some people write their own vows, while others follow a standard format that had not changed since there parents’ youth. There are many options when it comes to the vows. 


Your vows – composed or from the traditional script – are a form of contract, or to use a biblical term, covenant. In covenant, any word spoken or written is seal with the promise of love. A covenant is a mutual agreement, and in the covenant of marriage the significant third-party is not the priest/minister or and family or legal witnesses. Your third party is God.


So, your vows are not only promises to each other, but they are promises made before God. God will not only witness the wedding day, but will be present through your whole marriage.  

God is present as ‘Love’ in marriage:

Think about how you promise to love each other, how you feel that love has brought you together. 

“So we know and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.” 

John 4:16; RSV
Now, thinking of the God’s presence n your marriage, how do you see this passage?

Bride ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Groom _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

The vows of the marriage ceremony need to take center place, because they point to the real Love that has brought you together, and will keep you together. The beauty of the wedding dress, the distinction of the groom, the elegance of the decorations, or the joy of the festivities all are extras and potential distractions. Let these things be what they are meant to be and nothing more. Let the looks you share echo the words of promise and commitment you offer each other on this most wonderful of all the days you will have together, and do not let what you are really giving each other be cheapened by the frills that lace the borders of the wedding day.

The Day


On the actual day of the wedding there are so many things that are planned, and so many things that can come up. A positive attitude and good planning go a long way to seeing a couple through the wedding day. Often some things will not go according to plan. But there are several ways you can prepare for the wedding day that will ensure you having a feeling of fulfillment and joy even if it should be filled with bumps and snags.

1. Make sure everyone is aware about how things will go. Get as many people out to the rehearsal, do check lists and make sure you have someone helping you through the process. Communication is key in a successful marriage and crucial on the wedding day.

2. Do not put everything on one person’s shoulders, especially your own. It is best to spread the work out, even if you have hired a wedding planner. People are people, and no one can escape from exhaustion or be limited by time and space. Try to pick people to participate and plan according to their own gifts and abilities and you will have a day that celebrates their strengths as well as your love.

3. Identify the basic things that need to happen, and then plan all of the extra things you ‘want’ to happen on top of them; ie. Need nice pictures, plan to get a nice photographer, but remember that your aunt ‘so-and-so’ has a good camera and takes nice pictures. Basically all you need to get married is a Groom, a Bride, an Officiant, and two witnesses, and the space to house them. Enjoy everything that is put on top of the most basic ceremony.

These are three great guidelines, but there is one more important thing. You should pray about the day, and not just about the weather. Pray about the joy you want to experience, the happiness for everyone gathered, and sure . . . pray for a beautiful day weather-wise. It does not hurt.

Participants


Just like with married life, a wedding does not take place in a vacuum. Both the traditions within the church and public laws regarding marriage require that there is a celebrant [minister, justice of the peace, etc] and witnesses present for the exchange of vows. Weddings have become an event that marks/solemnizes the beginning of a marriage, the exchanging of verbal promises, as well as the sealing of a covenant/contract, and that is both a private and public concern. Some religious groups insist that a wedding is of such public concern that any wedding on its grounds, or under it supervision, is as public an event as worship. Couples should ask their officiant/minister what their position is during preparation. Many will honour a couples desire to remain with in the bounds of their wedding invitations. 

Most governments require that besides the minister/officiant, and the couple being married, an additional two people are required to witness and sign the legal marriage documents. These witnesses must be of legal age and status. If the people participating in your wedding [ie. your best man & matron of honour] are not of legal age and status you can designate others to be your signing witnesses. Having others, besides members of your wedding party, as witnesses may be an easy way of adding participants to your wedding without the added expense of enlarging the wedding party. 

Beyond the requirement of legal witnesses there is no one else who needs to be a part of your wedding ceremony.

However, most people struggle to designate people into rolls in the wedding. In order to make people happy with your wedding additions to your ideal wedding are made that can lower your own satisfaction with the event and the day. There are often much better ways than grossly increasing your wedding party to let people feel involved and contributing to your special day.  There are lots of people who can participate in the wedding, because there is usually no shortage of things that need to be done before the wedding, as well as on the wedding day. 

In planning your ceremony, your preparations for the wedding day, and the clean-up that you may be responsible for, take some time to list the jobs. In doing so you are also building the list of number people you can have involved.  Finding a balance that suits not only the wedding day, but the character of you as a couple is important. While it might make others feel important to be in the wedding party, or participating in the service, that may not be the best jobs to assign these people. Some people are more happy to stack chairs, or get the flowers, or help with the music, than to do a reading, or to be in the groom or bride’s wedding party. 


How much do you want your family and friends involved?

It is so very important to ask this question. If you have people among your circle of friends and within your family who can be relied upon, and who you will be confident will look after your wishes in a respectable way, by all means make full use of them. 

However, even if people insist on being able to fulfill one role or another, but you are anxious about their ability or cannot trust them to do it, believe that the most important part of the whole day should never be whether the decorations were right, even if someone’s speech was embarrassing.

At the end of your wedding day you both should be able to rejoice in one main success, the one great accomplishment. You will be married, and your lives together will be filled with more than enough love to get you past all the bumps, problem and embarrassing relatives that will crop up through the years.

Facilities 

Where? Where O where should all of these wedding events take place?

Renting the hall, booking the church, praying for months that it will be sunny if the wedding is planned for outdoors; these are legitimate concerns in planning the right wedding for you.


That being said, they should not determine if the wedding takes place or not. There are many things to consider when choosing the right venue for your celebration.

· The vision of your spouse, and your shared character/style

· The needs and requirements of your guests, and how many guests you are accommodating.

· Financial limitations

· The kind of festivities you plan on having {service, reception, dinner, dancing, etc}

· Tradition

· Expectations of friends and family


We all have a vision of what we would like our wedding to be like. It is important to listen and understand each other’s image of the perfect wedding. Just as with the vows and the ceremony, picking a venue can be a sensitive decision, requiring tact, and some willingness to compromise. It may be good to incorporate an objective third party in this discussion; a wedding planner, your clergy, or a mutual impartial friend.


Some facilities, especially wedding halls and tents tend to book up fast and even years ahead of events. It is important, before concluding that the wedding will be at a certain place and time that you investigate to make sure that time and place is available. 


Also, inquire after extra expenses and requirements for the use of facilities. Some churches may not wish to have other clergy using the space, or may require their own clergy be involved in the wedding. Some halls require using their staff or paying for clean-up, using an in-house sound tech or DJ, and other such costs besides the cost of rental. 


Also, make sure they have enough chairs and tables for all your guests, what is the fire-code capacity for the building, is there a liquor license or is liquor even allowed on the premises. 


And although less and less people smoke, some venues no longer allow perfumes or flowers to be present because they are dedicated to a scent free environment.


So, ask more than if the place is available and what the rental cost is. Always try and tour the facilities before your wedding. You may discover aspects of a venue that will add nice features to your wedding experience. You may discover that what you first through was an ideal location for your wedding or event is not everything it was advertised or cracked-up to be.


Find the place that suits you both, and make it a place you will want to come back to – at least in memory – as the place where you told the world that you love each other. 

The Stuff – Cloths, Decorations, Music, Pictures, Food and --- 


Between bridal magazines, books which cover everything from decorations to cakes to arrangements, and the limitless information available on the internet – there is a lot of stuff that you could do for your wedding.


Before you settle into someone else’s design for your wedding it is important to talk about your own. Talk about it with the same interest and concern you have already shared about married life. Share your dreams with each other, and discover your shared dream; hold on to that in some way. You may not get to do everything you’d ever imagined for your wedding, but if you are honest with yourself and with each other you will be able to do what is most import, and have the stuff that can make things seem that much more special.


But at the end of the day, this is all stuff. This is the trimmings, and what is most important is each other. Life strips away your trimmings from time-to-time, but at the end of the day your hope is to be holding onto each other.

Festivities  Bridal Shower, Bachelor/Bachelorette, Rehearsal, Wedding Reception, Gift Opening

This is an exciting time and for every good reason it is very appropriate to celebrate the wedding and the marriage on more than one occasion. These can be ways to enjoy special celebrations with people you do not want to get lost on the busy day of the wedding, a chance to give back to people who are going out of there to be with you and support you in your celebrations, and an opportunity to let of some stress that naturally comes with such a significant event.


Of up most importance then is to make sure that none of these festivities turn into an occasion that jeopardizes and diminishes they joy and happiness of your wedding day, or the marriage you are beginning.


Rowdiness, drunkenness, debauchery, lewdness even adultery are too often associated with bachelor & bachelorette parties; and rather than being a last experience of the excesses of single life, they become the potential source of hurt, injury, and sometimes debilitation and death. Talk over your concerns and expectation with your fiancé, so that no one crosses a line that shouldn’t be crossed.


Also, though these are celebrations about the two of you coming together, there is no absolute need for the two of you to be at every celebration. Marriage includes allowing your spouse to go out and enjoy time and events with friends without the need of supervision. Yes, this means trust and it also means speaking up when you have apprehensions or concerns beforehand, not after-the-fact.


Rehearsal dinners and gift opening brunches are all well and good, but do not press yourself to trouble and expense that makes the wedding experience too costly, stressful or busy. This is a celebration of your love for each other which can be shown in better ways than expensive receptions and busy time table. You do not have to do everything the magazines suggests; too many wedding resources are trying to sell the idea of a expensive wedding.    


However, some sort of dinner around the time of the nuptials is more than traditional. It is a chance for the bride, groom and their families to sit down together. In many families this may be the only time all these people will share a meal &  fellowship. Making sure that at least your core group of family and friends have some time together to get to know each other and to celebrate you will give you a sense of how these families may come to interact with you and your spouse in the future, as well as discover opportunities for a continued growth in the relationships within your most trusted circle of family and friends. 


That said it can be daunting. The task of feeding that many people, finding a facility to house the event can be as simple as opening your own house or a family place, perhaps using a community hall or club, or renting a space in a restaurant , church hall, hotel conference centers, or professional reception facility.  Many of these place will include the meal in usage fees and have staff who are used to looking after this sort of thing. Expect that the more that is looked after for you the more expensive it will be. If cost is no option on this occasion then you cannot put a price on piece of mind. Seek out references and find other people who have had a reception like the one you hope to offer. With social media this is becoming easier all the time, and it does not take a long time to get some pretty good suggestions. 


Find what suits you, and expect most things to go well, a few things to fall through and  that no matter what you are still  focused on the joy of being married and not the headaches that can arise in planning and having a wedding.



Jesus showed up to a wedding once, and the refreshments had run out. Pray that Jesus will be at your wedding too, and no matter what you and your guests will have something to celebrate.

Part III; Surprises

When the wedding day does not go according to plan.

How to be ready and not worried about WHAT IF?

I like to tell couples that, “We will plan for everything we can think of, and all the arrangements will be absolutely lock and ready to go and something will go wrong. Count on it. Don’t worry about it.”


The basic idea is this: you are getting married. All the other stuff, the weather (that’s a big one) 

Smooth and bumpy starts

Honeymoon 

Family & Friends

Money

Making a family

Arguments and ‘The Fight’
Love
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