 *A Service of Christian Marriage *
Called to Worship

the gathering
processional – Music - 
call to worship
Beloved, let us love one another,

Because love is from God;

Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

No one has ever seen God;

If we love one another, God lives in us

and God's love is perfected in us. 

Blessed are those who put their trust in the Lord.

Let us worship God.
I John 4:7, 12; Ps. 84:12.

prayer of Adoration & Confession

God of life, we rejoice in your love which has filled creation from the beginning and which calls all life into being. We praise you for Jesus Christ who reveals most fully your loving purpose for all people. We bless you for your Spirit who draws all humanity into the circle of your tender love. Gracious God, bless us with your presence so that our worship and our lives my be a true celebration of your love in Jesus Christ, and we may live in fellowship through the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit.

God of mercy: 

As we gather to celebrate your gift of love, we recall with sorrow the times when we forget you and are divided one from the other. How often our thoughts, our words, and our actions, have betrayed the goodness you have shown to us. By your saving power, O God,

enable us to celebrate your love for us

with joy and thanksgiving.
Ps. 69:29, 30.
Forgive us, merciful God. Mend what is broken. Heal the wounded relationship that separate us from you and one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Word Proclaimed

Scripture:

1If I speak in all the languages in the world, and talk about angels and all kinds of people,

but I don’t know about love, I am like a noisy gong or clanging cymbal. 

2If I can understand all things, all mysteries and everything there is to know, and even have faith enough to move a mountain like the prophets,

but I cannot grasp love, I am nothing.

3And if I give everything I have to the poor, and even suffer a painful death, 

But I don’t have love, then I will be given nothing.

4Love is patient, and love is kind. 

Love does not want what other people have.

Love doesn’t brag about what it’s got.

Love is not proud.

5Love is not rude.

Love is not selfish.

Love does not get angry easily.

Love does not keep count of mistakes.

6Love does not celebrate bad things,

Love rejoices in true things.

7Love is protective.

Love is trusting.

Love is always hopeful.

Love always tries again.

8And love never fails.

But with prophecies and predictions, they will stop.

And languages become silent;

Even knowledge passes away.

9Because, we only know some things; and understand part of what we know, 10but when the perfect comes then the less-perfect disappears.

11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I learned like a child.

When I grew up I put the childish things behind me.

12In this moment the way we see things poorly, like in an old mirror;

But then, we will see things as they are, face-to-face.

Today I know the small picture, 

But then I will know the big picture, just as I God already knows and understands me.

13After everything, three things are left: faith, hope & love; but the greatest of these is love. 

Sermon – 

The Rite of Marriage

Marriage was blessed by the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at the wedding feast in Cana of Galilee. Paul, the apostle, tells us that marriage is a symbol of the mystical union between Christ and the church. John, in his Revelation, describes the fulfillment of human history as a marriage between our Lord and the new creation, to be celebrated with a joyous wedding feast. The apostles instructed those who enter into the marriage relationship to develop a mutual respect and love; to comfort each other in sickness, trouble, and sorrow; to provide for each other and for their household in honesty and industry; to pray for each other, encourage each other, and to live together as those who inherit eternal life. 

Marriage is a gift of God, it is a sign of God’s love in us and for us and between us. In creating us male and female, God ordained marriage as a full expression of the love between a man and a woman and for their life-long companionship, help, and comfort. 

God also gives marriage for the building up of family life and for the birth and nurture of children, and that wife and husband and any children they may have, may reflect God’s steadfast love for creation; and that the family may become a sign of God’s kingdom on earth.

God has ordained marriage as an example for the good of human society; that it be secure and free, stable and supportive in cooperation where the covenant of marriage honoured.

Marriage is, therefore, a high calling not to be entered into lightly or carelessly, but prayerfully, responsibly and with reverence for God. 

Legal Questions

Declaration of Intent

________, before these witnesses and before the one who you have chosen to be your beloved and your spouse, do you declare that there is no reason, either legal or spiritual why you should not be wed.

If so respond “I Do”

“I Do”

And ________, before these witnesses and before the one who you have chosen to be your beloved and your spouse, do you declare that there is no reason, either legal or spiritual why you should not be wed.

If so respond “I Do”

“I Do”

I now ask all gathered here, as witnesses to these to people and before God, do declare that there is no reason, either legal or spiritual, why these two should not be wed. 

If so respond, “We Do”

“We Do”

Affirmation of Family & Friends

I invite the family of the bride and the groom to respond to this question.

You have been examples of love for ________________; you have displayed loves struggles, shared loves rewards, and given these two the lessons through which they have discovered their love for each other.

Do you, as friends and family, bless this marriage, and show your support for them in the days, weeks, and years that follow.

If so, please answer, ‘WE DO’

‘WE DO’

Do you promise to continue to support them? To grace them with the wisdom of your experience? To remind them of today’s joys, and be present, but not the cause of tomorrow’s hardships. To offer them grace, and to give them their own space to grow in their life together?

If so, respond with your blessing, “We will”

“We will” 

 exchange of vows
The minister addresses the bride and groom.
Please join hands

and make your vows to one another.

The bride and groom will say the vows to each other in turn.  If necessary, they may repeat after the minister.
Before God and these witnesses,

I, ________, take you, __________,

to be my husband;

to have and to hold from this day forward;

for better, for worse,

for richer, for poorer,

in sickness and in health,

to love and to cherish

as long as we both shall live.

This is my solemn vow.

__________, do you give yourself in the fullness of your love, to honour this woman, and for the whole of your life – have no other; declaring her wife, and the living proof of true love for you?

I do

Before God and these witnesses,

I, _________, take you, ________,

to be my wife;

to have and to hold from this day forward;

for better, for worse,

for richer, for poorer,

in sickness and in health,

to love and to cherish

as long as we both shall live.

This is my solemn vow.

__________, do you give yourself in the fullness of your love, to honour this man, and for the whole of your life – have no other; declaring him husband, and the living proof of true love for you?

I do
exchange of rings

The following prayer may be said before the exchange of the rings.  If only one ring is used, changes are needed in the wording.  A symbol other than a ring may be used.
Eternal God,

Bless these rings, that the giver and wearer may dwell in the richness of your love, and may they ever abide in thy peace, living together in unity, love, and happiness, and in growing appreciation and respect for one another. 

May their hands always be held by one another. 

Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the darkest of days, that they may walk in the light of your joy.

Keep them gracious and gentle as they nurture each other in your gift of love, that they share. 

May these rings be a symbol of their true faith in each other, and in the power of their love promises of love and fidelity that _______________ make today.

Bless the giving and receiving of these rings.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.     Amen.

In the bible we learn about promises. We learn that God has made many promises to us, and given us many signs to remind us of those promises and the way that God has kept them. Families and friends, homes to live in and be safe and warm, the love of someone very special to our hearts, even the stars in the sky, or the bending rainbow; these are all signs that God loves you and has kept His promise to you. It is important to look at these signs and symbols and rejoice in that love.

{Pause}

    These rings are a token, a sign, of your marriage covenant; the vows that you have just made. They are made of precious and enduring metals, and they represent the hard process of refinement you have gone through and also the enduring unity of being husband and wife. 

   Rings are circles, and are outward signs of the love that surrounds you, drawing you together until the joy of your marriage is complete, and fulfilled, and made perfect in true love in God, who gives us love to have, to share and to perfect us.
Placing the ring on the third finger of _______’s left hand

______, repeat after me:

____________, I give you this ring, 

So the whole world can see 

That my love for you has no end 

And so I will look at it and remember,

My promises of honesty, faithfulness and love. 

You are my wife, and I love you.

Placing the ring on the third finger of _________’s left hand

______________, repeat after me:

________, I give you this ring, 

So the whole world can see 

That my love for you has no end 

And so I will look at it and remember,

My promises of honesty, faithfulness and love. 

You are my husband, and I love you.

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Declaration of Marriage

_________&__________
you have made promises to each other 
that you may  be joined holy matrimony;

you have vowed your love for each other

before God and these people;

and exchanged rings as a sign of your place in the covenant of God’s love unifying love.

And so, by the power vested in me by the Christian Church and the Province of New Brunswick,  I now declare you _______________, to be Husband and Wife.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Blessings

Live in harmony with one another.

Be sympathetic and loving,

compassionate and humble.

Do not repay evil with evil,

or insult with insult.

Instead, repay with a blessing,

for to this you have been called 

that you may inherit God's blessing.
Based on I Peter 3:8-9.
______________, you may now kiss your bride.

It is my honour to present to you _________ &_______, husband and wife.

The Dismissal& Charge

{1 Thessalonians 3:12,13}

 12May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all who are his in Holiness. 
Benediction

And may the blessing of God,

Father, Son & Holy Spirit, be yours, now and always. Amen

Recessional 
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