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A warm welcome is extended by the Pictou Presbyterial to those attending the 149th AMS Annual Meeting, being held September 18–20, 2026.
First Presbyterian Church, New Glasgow, NS, will be serving as the host location for this event. This will include registration and the opening worship on Friday evening, the sessions on Saturday morning and afternoon, the Saturday evening banquet and the closing worship and luncheon on Sunday.
In September 2026, the congregation will celebrate its 240th anniversary of Presbyterian witness in Pictou County. The first minister of the church was the Rev. James Drummond MacGregor, originally from Scotland. In the beginning, two unheated log churches were built, one in Loch Broom and the other in what is now Duff Cemetery. After 16 years, a frame house of worship was built in what is now Plymouth, located south of the current New Glasgow downtown area. The congregation moved from this site to the present MacLean Street location in 1852. It was named James Church in MacGregor’s honour.
James Church founded the local YMCA in 1860. In 1867 the Trinidad Mission began from James Church when the Rev. John Morton, from New Glasgow, was appointed as a missionary to Trinidad. He founded churches, medical clinics, hospitals, schools and a seminary. He recruited others to assist him in this work, including the Rev. James Kenneth Grant, ordained in St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Merigomish, NS. Susamachar (meaning “good news”) Presbyterian Church, located in San Fernando, Trinidad, was founded in 1871 as part of this mission endeavour and continues to be the largest Presbyterian congregation in Trinidad and Tobago today.
In 1907 James Church changed its name to First Presbyterian Church. The present church building was opened in April 1914 and has the largest seating capacity of any church in Pictou County. Presently, the Rev. Grant Johnston serves the congregation as its Interim Moderator. Like many congregations in the Atlantic Region, it continues to discern its future in our ever-changing world under the leading of God’s Holy Spirit.
