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Season of Easter - April 21st 2013

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome   

Call to Worship A&D  21 We will Glorify 

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: A&D  1 A new commandment
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 23 [BoP 624] 

Children’s story – Looking at life in different ways

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 635 Brother sister let me serve you

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 2

1In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not sleep. 2So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king, 3he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means.”
4Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”
5The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 6But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.”
7Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”
8Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are trying to gain time, because you realize that this is what I have firmly decided: 9If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty for you. You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for me.”
10The astrologers answered the king, “There is not a man on earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. 11What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among men.”
12This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon. 13So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them to death.
14When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. 15He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel. 16At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him.
17Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 18He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven 20and said:
    “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;
    wisdom and power are his.
21    He changes times and seasons;
    he sets up kings and deposes them.
    He gives wisdom to the wise
    and knowledge to the discerning.
22    He reveals deep and hidden things;
    he knows what lies in darkness,
    and light dwells with him.
23    I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers:
    You have given me wisdom and power,
    you have made known to me what we asked of you,
    you have made known to us the dream of the king.”
24Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.”
25Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream means.”
26The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?”
27Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, 28but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and the visions that passed through your mind as you lay on your bed are these:
29“As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come, and the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen. 30As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than other living men, but so that you, O king, may know the interpretation and that you may understand what went through your mind.
31“You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large statue—an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance. 32The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 34While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them. 35Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were broken to pieces at the same time and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.
36“This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. 37You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; 38in your hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them all. You are that head of gold.
39“After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth. 40Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks and smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. 41Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay. 42As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. 43And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay.
44“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 45This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces.
“The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy.”
46Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him. 47The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.”
48Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men. 49Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court.

        Epistle – Revelation 7:9-17

9After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10And they cried out in a loud voice:
    “Salvation belongs to our God,
    who sits on the throne,
    and to the Lamb.”
11All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying:
    “Amen!
    Praise and glory
    and wisdom and thanks and honor
    and power and strength
    be to our God for ever and ever.
    Amen!”
13Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?”
14I answered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15Therefore,
    “they are before the throne of God
    and serve him day and night in his temple;
    and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.
16    Never again will they hunger;
    never again will they thirst.
    The sun will not beat upon them,
    nor any scorching heat.
17    For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd;
    he will lead them to springs of living water.
    And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 80 The King of Love my Shepherd is

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 13:10-17

10The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?”
11He replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 13This is why I speak to them in parables:
    “Though seeing, they do not see;
    though hearing, they do not hear or understand.
14    In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:
    “‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
    you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.
15    For this people’s heart has become calloused;
    they hardly hear with their ears,
    and they have closed their eyes.
    Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
    hear with their ears,
    understand with their hearts
    and turn, and I would heal them.’ 

16But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.
Sermon: Seeing visions

Did you ever have a dream where you woke up, perhaps startled from your sleep because the dream was so intense? Did you ever wake and wonder at your own dream’s meaning?


In our dreams we can do all sorts of things that we cannot do in our conscious life. Have you ever flown through the air like a bird in your dreams? Have you ever gone places or met people that you would perhaps never interact with otherwise? 


Perhaps you dream of lost loved ones. Or maybe spend time with friends who you have not seen in ages. 


Dreams, whether dreams in our sleeping or ones that we wander of in our minds to experience when we day-dream, they take 


Our dreams are built mostly from our experiences. They often give us a second critical reliving of certain situations we have gone through; especially in the case of traumatic events – and this is seen in post-traumatic stress disorder (which if you have never heard about it before will be making the news following the events is Boston, Mass. and West, Texas). 


Dreams can be very disconcerting, confusing and even frustrating. Theorist have never come to a full and sustainable theory of dreaming. We have come back to systems of analysis again and again neither psychologists nor the religious community are full satisfied. Today, we have many theories and methods of examining dreams – some more creditable than others. However, it seems that we share the frustration of Nebuchadnezzar, who though understanding the importance of a dream, could not fully break down its meaning. Not even with the help of his advisors and magicians. 


Who else in the bible interpreted a kings dream, and was known for interpreting dreams?


Do you remember Joseph? In many ways Daniel and Joseph lived parallel lives: Both are taken into captivity, both are singled out and enter into situations where they advance quickly to be people of influence – even though they are captives. Both are obedient to God, and both have a similar and uncanny ability interpret dreams – so-much-so that they are eventually brought into the king’s court to be the king’s interpreter. 


Dreams are often very personal. They can tell us things about ourselves that we don’t want to admit to the rest of the world, that we may not wish to even admit to ourselves. And yet, speaking religiously, dreams can also help us recognize our relationship with God.   

Carl Gustav Jung was a psychoanalyst and psychiatrist who began his studies about a hundred years ago;  redeveloping the studies of the human mind and psyche to include philosophies of the human spirit, and the more enigmatic religious aspects of the human conscious and sub-conscious. Carl Jung believed the human mind sought after God, by its very nature, and that both in private but also in its need for fellowship, the human ‘spirit’ was seeking community and hungry for understanding. 


Psychiatry, in Jug’s time, was becoming more and more clinical and institutional. This meant that in order to understand yourself you’d have to visit a clinic, and trust your doctor’s opinion and abilities. But Jung could never fully agree with the institution and the establishment. 


He debated with other psychiatrists, especially the famous Sigmund Freud, criticizing his peers that they were including too much of their own personal experiences, assuming that everyone went through what they-themselves went through, and not centering there interpretations on the experience of their patients and subjects. 


Jung’s approach to understanding the human mind was to examine the human mind by giving his subjects every opportunity to explain themselves in their own terms, through their own experience, while being carefully guided through self critiquing techniques. His goal was to help patients understand themselves better in their own terms.


One of the distinguishing aspects of Carl Jung’s carrier, and something he is remembered well for, is his studies and developments in dream analysis. He believed that dreams could be interpreted. 


Jung was the son of a minister - a country pastor in rural Switzerland – who would have been exposed to down-to-earth religious principals from an early age. Faith was a real thing to him, and while he would study the religions of the world, he sought to explain the human being’s need to not only understand itself but also to have an understanding of God.


I believe that Jung read Daniel. While Jung claimed his form of dream analysis to be his own, the method he used was not all that different from what we find in the book of Daniel. 


In our reading last week, in verse seventeen of chapter one, we are told that above the wisdom and understanding of his peers that Daniel is given the gift of understanding dreams. Dreams come in all shapes and sizes and leave us with many different feelings, and even understanding. 


Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of something so unusual and disturbing to himself that he would not even speak of it to his chief counselors. He quite literally asked them to read his mind and tell him his own dreams and then interpret it.


And the task proved too much for the counselors, magicians and other sooth-sayers. They had built up their reputation on certain shows of ability, but their gifts did not extend this deeply in the human mind. 


Daniel acknowledges that his ability to interpret dreams is not some trick he himself has learned, or some skill that can be trained, but as a gift that is centered through the faith he has in God.  


And the dream that Daniel interprets was prophetic, even for us – for its fulfillment is still ongoing. 


Daniel is able to reveal the dream; first, that the king dreamed of a statue, perhaps one like the statue we will encounter when we come to chapter three next week. The statue has a head of gold, a chest and arms of silver, a belly and waist of bronze, and legs of iron leading and mixing to feet of clay. 



In the way that Daniel interprets the dream, he reveals the meaning from the head down to the toes, that one kingdom of splendor will be followed successively by one of lesser and more dispersed power and worldly influence. And that would certainly be true of the Persian Empire and the nature of empires for the centuries to come in the middle east. 


Within the dream God is also present, as the mountain from which the great stone is hewn, so also then is Christ as that great cornerstone thrown against the foot of the might of all empires as the ‘rock to make men stumble and the rock to make them fall’, and through Christ Jesus is the kingdom that shall have no end established. 


But what remains unspoken in Daniel’s interpretation is in the nature and design of the statue is a prophetic word against the values of human society, for not only does God topple kingdoms and principalities in Christ, but brings down our own opinion of what is best and most valuable. 


Sometimes we do think too much of ourselves. Our western developed society has for a long time though of itself as the great perfection of human knowledge and ability to which all people of the world should strive copy. This is wrong.


Our collective dreams as a culture and a society have become less and less focused on God and God’s will for us, and more and more focused on our own desires that we need to revive this dream and see it for ourselves and know that we too must stumble upon Christ, coming down from our high and lofty places – that we may come into the presence of Christ Jesus, our Risen Lord, with humility and love, with thanksgiving for all Christ has done. 

  
And may our ears be blessed by God’s Holy Spirit in our hearing of God’s Word, and our lives lifted up in our place in the revelation of God’s everlasting kingdom. Amen 


Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Bible School– Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville 

Bengals Night Out – BLMS - The night will showcase a variety of musical talent on various instruments; featuring the “Bengal Beats” Dates are April 24th, 25th and 26th at 7:00pm.  $8.00 for adults/$5.00 12 and under; Tickets Megan Woodburn @ 523-6334 or megan.woodburn@nbed.nb.ca or the school 523-7160.

Spring Breakfast; St. Mark’s Hall, Bass River – A welcome to spring and everyone is welcome!! Saturday May 25th Starts 8am; Donation at the door

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25. Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event & share the Love. See poster.

Fire Department Dinner – Annual Roast Beef Dinner, Saturday April 27th 4pm-6pm, tickets $12 adults, $6 for children 12 & under, available through department members. If you can bake for this event speak to Rev .Sutherland.

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond Fahey, Ashley Fahey & Brady, Wareham Campbell, Savannah Arsenault-Symes, Percy Little, Bill, Brent Young, Shelley, Grace, Orga,

Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 173 And can it be that I should gain

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  25  Midst Prayers of Thanks 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
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Mission: Food Distributions Give Peace of Mind in Balaka, Malawi Before receiving food assistance, Alice Sapanga and her five children were often hungry. Weak and malnourished, the children were unable to go to school and Alice could barely manage to breastfeed her youngest. Like many other families in the Balaka region of Malawi, Alice’s crops of sorghum and maize failed after prolonged dry spells. Thanks to food distributions, Alice and her family have their energy back, and Alice is happy to see her children going to school again. PWS & D, in partnership with Canadian Foodgrains Bank, provided 5,000 households with food packages between October 2012 and March 2013. Supporting PWS&D ensures families have nutritious food in times of crisis. Thank you!    
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