Blue Christmas and
Rite of Healing Service
December 21 -7pm

First Presbyterian Church

New Glasgow, NS

Call to Worship:

Prayer (unison):

Gracious God, You know us perfectly and You understand what we are presently experiencing. Our lives have been tainted by hurt and sorrow, disappointment and loss. We are weak and frail, so we depend upon Your love to support and sustain us. Carry the burden of our hearts and help us to overcome our troubles. When we feel lonely and vulnerable, be our strength and shield. When we experience isolation and confusion, be our peace and tranquility. Hear our prayers, both spoken and unspoken. In Jesus’s Name we pray. Amen.
Reading: Psalm 13:1-6

Poem: Blue Christmas: Part 1
Silence

Reading: John 6: 60-69

Prayer (unison):    

 Lord Jesus, You knew what it was like to be rejected and forsaken, wounded and hurt by other people. You understand the pain that we feel and the sadness that we carry. Help us to share our hearts and tears with You. Embrace us in our weakness; strengthen us in our plight. For we pray this in Your Holy Name. Amen.

Poem: Blue Christmas: Part 2

Lighting of Blue Candle

A RITE OF HEALING

Call: 


Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and then he sent the disciples to continue this work of healing through prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of healing.

Brothers and sisters, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God.

People Come Forward: 

Benediction: 

Quiet dismissal

This rite can be deeply meaningful and affecting; great care should be taken to ensure that appropriate privacy is kept and that people are comfortable. It will be rewarding and important that ongoing teaching about healing and prayer is done in the congregation so that as many people as possible have a full and sufficiently informed understanding of how the Bible and church understand the practice of healing.  


As people are gathered for the laying on of hands, the presider may want to lean close to hear what the individual’s specific petition is. Those who take leadership in prayer will find it helpful to spend considerable time reflecting upon the most beneficial way to address certain requests so that the prayers that are offered are pastorally and theologically suitable.


One by one the presider will hear the request for healing and pray appropriately and privately with the person.

Blue Christmas
There's no room at Christmas for sadness,
There's no place for hearts that are blue.
All the world wants to hear
Is a word full of cheer,
Not a sigh, not a tear, not from you.

There's no room at Christmas for loneliness,
There's no place for your emptiness and grief.
All the world wants is peace,
Mistletoe and Christmas trees,
Not a heartache that mars its beliefs.

There's no room at Christmas for sickness,
There's no place or time to be ill.
All the world wants is health,
Prosperity and wealth,
Not a pain that can spoil its goodwill.

There's no room at Christmas for Jesus,
There's no place for His family, too,
All the world would not share,
No one seems to really care,
A stable will just have to do.

Yes, there's room at Christmas for sadness,
There's a place in God's heart for you.
For He knows pain and loss,
Which He felt on the cross,
So this candle is lit here for you,

For Christ knows what it's like to be blue.
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