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Palm Sunday 

THE APPROACH
** Please Rise **
Musical Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements
**Lighting the Christ Candle:  Please Rise

One: On this Palm Sunday, we see Jesus entering Jerusalem riding on a donkey, showing us the way of peace.
All:   With palm branches in hand, we cry out “Hosanna,” save us now, save us from our warring madness.
One: “We affirm that God is at work when people are ashamed of the inhumanity of war and work for peace with justice.
All:   “We pray for peace to him who is the Prince of Peace.”      (Light the candle)
One: Let us now prepare our hearts to worship almighty God.

**Musical Introit - #213 - “Hosanna”    
[image: ] **Call to Worship
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**Hymn #214 – “All glory, laud and honour”    vs 1,2,4 

Chorus	All glory, laud and honour
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring!

1.	Thou art the King of Israel,
thou David’s royal son,
who in the Lord’s name comest,
the King and blessed one.

2	The people of the Hebrews
with palms before thee went;
our praise and prayer and anthems
before thee we present.

4	Thou didst accept their praises;
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest,
thou good and gracious King.
    
Prayer of Adoration, Confession and Lord’s Prayer
Assurance of Pardon
Passing the Peace


**Hymn #215– “Filled with excitement” 

1.   Filled with excitement, all the happy throng
spread cloaks and branches on the city streets.
There in the distance they begin to see,
riding on a donkey, comes the Son of God.

Refrain:
From every corner a thousand voices sing
praises to him who comes in the name of God.
With one great shout of acclamation loud
triumphant songs break forth:
Hosanna! hosanna to the King!
Hosanna! hosanna to the King!

2.   As in that entrance to Jerusalem,
we sing hosannas to the Christ, our King,
to the living Saviour who still calls today,
asking us to follow him with love and faith.

Children’s Time
Prayer of Illumination
First Lesson: 		Isaiah 50:4-9
Epistle Lesson:   	Philippians 2:5-11
 


Responsive Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  
ONE: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures for ever! Let Israel say,
ALL: ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. 
ONE: This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 
ALL: I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 
ONE: The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
ALL: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 
ONE: This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
ALL: Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 
ONE: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
ALL: We bless you from the house of the Lord. The Lord is God, and he has given us light.
ONE: Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar. 
ALL: You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. 
ONE: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures for ever. 
  **Gloria Patri 
Gospel Reading:  	Mark 11:1-11
Anthem:  “A stable lamp is lighted”
Sermon:  "The Donkey’s Second Journey!" 
**Reaffirmation of Faith – Apostles’ Creed  
**Hymn #223 -- “To mock your reign, O dearest Lord” (Tune 671)
1 To mock your reign, O dearest Lord,
they made a crown of thorns;
set you with taunts along that road
from which no one returns.
They did not know, as we do now,
that glorious is your crown;
that thorns would flower upon your brow,
your sorrows heal our own.
2 In mock acclaim, O gracious Lord,
they snatched a purple cloak,
your passion turned, for all they cared,
into a soldier's joke.
They did not know, as we do now,
that though we merit blame
you will your robe of mercy throw
around our naked shame.
3 A sceptered reed, O patient Lord,
they thrust into your hand,
and acted out their grim charade
to its appointed end.
They did not know, as we do now,
though empires rise and fall,
your Kingdom shall not cease to grow
till love embraces all.
Offertory 
**Doxology
Offertory Prayer
Prayers of the People

**Hymn #217 – “Ride on, ride on in majesty” vs. 1,3-5  

1	Ride on, ride on in majesty;
hark, all the tribes Hosanna cry.
O Saviour meek, pursue thy road
with palms and scattered garments strewed.

3	Ride on, ride on in majesty;
the angel hosts beyond the sky
look down with sad and wondering eyes
and see the_approaching sacrifice.

5	Ride on, ride on in majesty;
in lowly pomp ride on to die.
Bow thy meek head to mortal pain;
then take, O God, thy power and reign.

**Benediction  - Go Now in Peace (Don Besig)
Go now in peace
Never be afraid
God will go with you each hour of every day

Go now in faith
Steadfast, strong, and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love,
And show you believe
Reach out to others
So all the world can see.

God will be there
Watching from above
Go now in peace,
In faith, and in love
Amen, amen, amen.
Coral Response
Recessional   

ANNOUNCEMENTS

All are welcome at First Presbyterian Church. We hope you experience the love of God and of this congregation as we worship, celebrate, and serve one another. 

PASTORAL CARE:
In order to provide support to the people of First Church, when you or a loved one is sick or in hospital, we encourage you to contact the church (902-752-5691), Reverend Andrew (902-331-0322) or Cathy Lewis, Chair of the Pastoral Care Team (902-759-9649), to inform us directly.  It is also important that you inform the hospital that you would welcome a visit from your minister and/or your Elder. 
UPCOMING EVENTS
Today – Sun., Mar. 24th, 2:30 p.m. – We will worship with the residents of Riverview Residential Centre
Apr. 14th -May 19th – Mark Thibeau will be leading a 6-week video Bible Study titled “In the Footsteps of the Saviour – Following Jesus through the Holy Land”, hosted by Max Lucado. These sessions will take place weekly in the Lower Hall at 2:00 p.m. If you are interested in attending, please sign up on the form outside the office door.
Sat., Apr. 20th – 2:00p.m.-5:00p.m. – The Kirk is hosting their annual “Spring Tea and Bake Sale” featuring tea/coffee and desserts along with door prizes and a Spring Quilt Raffle. Cost - $5.00; everyone welcome! 
EASTER SERVICES:
Thurs., Mar. 28th, 6:00 p.m. – Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday, Mar. 29th, 11:00 a.m. – Joint service at the Kirk (time to be announced)
Easter Sun., Mar. 31st – Sunrise Service – 9:00 a.m.; Easter Sunday Service and Communion at 11:00 a.m.
A donation has been received in loving memory of Bella Smith from Laurene MacDonald.
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We send our best wishes to Donald Johnstone who will celebrate his birthday Friday, March 29.  Happy Birthday Donald!!

NOTE:  - Coffee Hour is the 3rd Sunday of the month. As you know, we gratefully accept donations for the Food Bank any time, in particular, we ask that you bring a donation for the Food Bank Cart on the 3rd Sunday of the month. Thank you in advance.
[bookmark: _Hlk161224675][bookmark: _Hlk138240628][bookmark: _Hlk137718888][bookmark: _Hlk144975336][bookmark: _Hlk147400696][bookmark: _Hlk149821868][bookmark: _Hlk154660393]SCRIPTURE READERS & USHERS:
Scripture Reader: Mark Thibeau
Ushers: Main Door (Office) – Sherry Greene
              James St. – Ruth-Anne MacIntosh
              MacLean St. (Main Entrance steps) – Ellen Jardine

EARLY CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS: Lynne Ann and Lois MacLellan

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Minister:     	Rev. Andrew MacDonald (c) 902-331-0322
Organist:   	 Clare Grieves
Office hours:	Tues. to Fri. – 10 -1pm
Rev. MacDonald office hours -Tues. to Thurs. 10-2 or by appointment

Mission Statement: But he’s already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women.  It’s quite simple.  Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, and don’t take yourself too seriously – take God seriously.        Micah 6: 8-The Message




2

image2.emf

image3.png




image1.png




