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April 7th, 2024
2nd Sunday of Easter
THE APPROACH

Musical Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements

Lighting the Christ Candle:  Please rise

One: When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
All: We are grateful for the love of Jesus and for the times in the gospels when Jesus gave comfort.
One: ‘How often is the lamp of the wicked put out? How often does calamity come upon them? How often does God distribute pains in his anger?
All: But we are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let our light shine before others, so that they may see our good works and give glory to our Father in heaven.   (Light the candle)
One: Let us now prepare our hearts to worship almighty God.

Musical Introit - #93 -  "Oh look and wonder" vs.4
Call to Worship
[bookmark: _Hlk88131306]Hymn #248  – “At the dawning of salvation”  
Prayer of Adoration, Confession and Assurance of Pardon
Passing the Peace
Hymn #260 – “Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord!” vs 1,2,4
Children’s Time
Prayer of Illumination
First Lesson:  		Acts 4:32-35
Second Lesson:   	1 John 1:1-2:2
Responsive Psalm 133:

ONE: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
ALL: It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.
ONE: It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.
ALL: For there the Lord ordained his blessing, life for evermore.
Gloria Patri
Gospel Lesson:  	John 20:19–31
Anthem 
Sermon: “Witnesses to a Miracle!”   
Hymn: #256 - “Now the green blade rises” vs.1-3
Offeratory
Doxology
Offertory Prayer
Prayers of the People: (The People Respond)

ONE: Lord Jesus,
ALL: Reveal to them your risen presence.

Hymn: #274 – “Crown him with many crowns” vs.1,3,5
**Benediction  
Coral Response:  Threefold Amen
Recessional   

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

Mission Statement: But he’s already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women.  It’s quite simple.  Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, and don’t take yourself too seriously – take God seriously.        Micah 6: 8-The Message



Apostles Creed
[bookmark: _Hlk160101423]I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into Hell.   On the third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven, and sits
at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

[bookmark: _Hlk160101443]Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.



Gloria Patri

[bookmark: _Hlk160101471]Glory be to the Father
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen, amen.

Doxology

[bookmark: _Hlk160101492]Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above Ye Heavenly Host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

                  * * * * * * * * * * * *
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248	At the dawning of salvation

1	At the dawning of salvation,
in the morning of the world,
Christ is raised, a living banner
by the love of God unfurled.
Through the daylight, through the darkness,
Christ leads on his great array:
all the saints and all the sinners
he has gathered on his way.

2	He is risen in the morning;
he is risen from the dead;
he is laughter after sadness;
he is light when night has fled.
He has suffered; he has triumphed;
life is his alone to give:
as he gave once, he gives it
evermore, that we may live.

3	For the glory of salvation
in the dawn of Easter day
we will praise you, loving Father;
we rejoice to sing and pray
with the Son and with the Spirit.
Lead us on, your great array,
saints and sinners celebrating
your triumphant love today.

[bookmark: _Hlk131678303]260	Alleluia, alleluia
give thanks to the risen Lord

REFRAIN	Alleluia, alleluia
Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia
give praise to his name.

1	Jesus is Lord of all the earth;
he is the King of creation:

2	Spread the good news o’er all the earth;
Jesus has died and has risen:

4	Come, let us praise the living God,
joyfully sing to our Saviour:

256 Now the green blade rises

1.  Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been:
love is come again like wheat new-springing green.

2.  In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain
sure that he would never, never wake again,
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
love is come again like wheat new-springing green.

3.  Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for these three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead my living Lord is seen,
love is come again like wheat new-springing green.


274	Crown him with many crowns

1	Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon the throne:
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but thine own!
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died to be
your Saviour and your matchless King
through all eternity.

3	Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o’er the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing
who died and rose on high,
who died eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

5	Crown him the Lord of years,
the Source, the End of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres
in majesty sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail,
for you have died for me;
your praise shall never, never fail
through all eternity!
2

ANNOUNCEMENTS

All are welcome at First Presbyterian Church. We hope you experience the love of God and of this congregation as we worship, celebrate, and serve one another. 

PASTORAL CARE:
In order to provide support to the people of First Church, when you or a loved one is sick or in hospital, we encourage you to contact the church (902-752-5691), Reverend Andrew (902-331-0322) or Cathy Lewis, Chair of the Pastoral Care Team (902-759-9649), to inform us directly.  It is also important that you inform the hospital that you would welcome a visit from your minister and/or your Elder. 
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Description automatically generated]We extend sincere condolences to Fanny Porter on the loss of her niece Sandra MacKay.

A donation has been made to the General Fund in loving memory of Pam (Smith) Flanagan by her mother, Betty Smith and family.
A donation has also been received from William Stellings of Melancthon, Ontario.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon., Apr. 8th, 6:30 p.m. – The Board of Managers will meet.
Tues., Apr. 9th, 6:30 p.m. – Session will meet.
Apr. 14th -May 19th – Mark Thibeau will be leading a 6-week video Bible Study titled “In the Footsteps of the Saviour – Following Jesus through the Holy Land”, hosted by Max Lucado. These sessions will take place weekly in the Lower Hall at 2:00 p.m. If you are interested in attending, please sign up on the form outside the office door.
PAYS Retreat- April 19-21st – “Sitting with the Chaos” -  Led by speaker Todd Nelson - The weekend will allow you to look at the chaos in the world, learn how to sit with it, and figure out how to draw closer to God despite it. Lots of activities are planned- individual, small group, large group, some hands on, some reflective. There will be down time to connect with each other or sit alone if you need. Grade 6+ (youth must be accompanied by a chaperone) Register today. If you have any questions feel free to email Helena at atlanticyouthconsultant@gmail.com
Sat., Apr. 20th – 2:00p.m.-5:00p.m. – The Kirk is hosting their annual “Spring Tea and Bake Sale” featuring tea/coffee and desserts along with door prizes and a Spring Quilt Raffle. Cost - $5.00; everyone welcome! 
NOTE:  - Coffee Hour is the 3rd Sunday of the month. As you know, we gratefully accept donations for the Food Bank any time, in particular, we ask that you bring a donation for the Food Bank Cart on the 3rd Sunday of the month. Thank you in advance.
Camp Geddie Wish List – Camp Geddie has issued a request for donation of supplies for the upcoming season; everything from dish detergent to Ziplock bags!  Please see the blue posters on the office window and in the Upper Hall for details.  All donations appreciated.

[image: lots of birthday balloons and greeting | Happy birthday greetings friends, Free  birthday greetings, Free birthday stuff]Happy Birthday!
We send our best wishes to Ralph    Holmes who will celebrate his birthday, Wed., Apr. 10th. 
Birthday greetings are also extended to Margie Fraser and Jim Battist who will celebrate their birthdays, Sat., Apr. 13th. 
SCRIPTURE READERS & USHERS:
Scripture Reader: Jennifer Thibeau
Ushers:     Main Door (Office) – Ian Semple
              James St. – Ruth-Anne MacIntosh
              MacLean St. (Main Entrance steps) – Ellen Jardine
EARLY CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS: Lynne Ann and Lois MacLellan
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