
Sunday July 28, 2024
First Presbyterian Church 
New Glasgow, NS

Welcome - Sharon Mason

I would like to welcome you this morning, to our worship service here at First Presbyterian Church, as we celebrate the Sabbath this Tenth Sunday after Pentecost.  I would also like to welcome any visitors that may be with us, please introduce yourself and sign our guest book. A special welcome to our guest preacher, Helena Human, who is the Synod Youth Consultant. Thank you to the Choir and our Musical director Clare, for sharing their ministry of music with us.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lighting the Christ Candle - Sharon Mason
Let us now prepare our hearts to worship almighty God.

Musical Introit: #575 - “Lead me, Lord”  
Lead me, Lord, lead me in your righteousness;

make your way plain before my face,

for it is you, and you, God only,

who makes me dwell in safety.

Call to Worship - Helena
Let us now come together in fellowship as we sing our first hymn. 
Hymn: #438 - “When morning gilds the skies”  
1
When morning gilds the skies,

my heart awakening cries:

my Jesus Christ be praised!

Alike at work and prayer

to Jesus I repair;

may Jesus Christ be praised.

2
To God, the Word, on high,

the host of angels cry:

may Jesus Christ be praised!

Let mortals, too, upraise

their voice in hymns of praise;

may Jesus Christ be praised!

3
Let earth’s wide circle round

in joyful notes resound:

may Jesus Christ be praised!

Let earth and sea and sky,

from depth to height reply:

may Jesus Christ be praised!

4
Be this, while life is mine,

my canticle divine:

may Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this the eternal song

through all the ages long:

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Prayer of Adoration, Confession and Lord’s Prayer - Helena
Assurance of Pardon - Helena
Passing the Peace:  The prophet Micah reminds us that God requires three things of us: to do justice, to love kindness, and walk humbly with our God. To all who turn away from self-interest and seek reconciliation with God and neighbour in kindness and humility, God offers forgiveness and peace. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Hymn: #370 –“Hallelujah! sing to Jesus”  
1
Hallelujah!  Sing to Jesus!

His the sceptre, his the throne,

hallelujah!  His the triumph,

his the victory alone.

Hark!  The songs of peaceful Zion

thunder like a mighty flood;

Jesus out of every nation

has redeemed us by his blood.

2
Hallelujah!  Not as orphans

are we left in sorrow now;

hallelujah!  He is near us,

faith believes, nor questions how.

Though the cloud from sight received him

when the forty days were o’er,

shall our hearts forget his promise,

I am with you evermore”?

3
Hallelujah!  King eternal,

thee the Lord of lords we own;

hallelujah, born of Mary,

earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne.

Thou within the veil has entered,

robed in flesh, our great High Priest,

thou on earth both priest and victim

in the eucharistic feast.

Children’s Time - Helena




 
Prayer if Illumination - Helena
2 Samuel 11:1-15 - Kevin Reid



Ephesians 3:14-21 - Kevin Reid
Responsive Psalm 145:10-18 - Helena
ONE: All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your faithful shall bless you. 

ALL: They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power, to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.

ONE: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

 ALL: The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.

ONE: The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.

ALL: The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

ONE: You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing.

ALL: The Lord is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings.

ONE: The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

 **Gloria Patri
Gospel Reading: John 6:1-21 - Helena
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias.  A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’ 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, got into a boat, and started across the lake to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The lake became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the lake and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’ Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land towards which they were going. 

49Anthem:
“Abba, Abba, hear us, we cry” 
Sermon - Helena Human
Reaffirmation of Faith: Please Rise
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth.

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried; He descended into Hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Hymn #788 - “Come, know my joy, the Master says”- Tune 510   
1 "Come, know my joy," the Maker says
and pours out works of power 
that sear the sense, defy the mind 
and fill the soul with awe,
and we with open mouth receive 
God's gifts with infant need,
and, sight unfocussed, scarce perceive
Love's presence as we feed.

2 The feast we join is long begun;
God bids us welcome here to name
and use the sovereign gifts
within our human care.
With God's own joy some seem to soar,
a fierce and holy flame;
some gifts are thorns we scarce endure
to touch, of face, or name.

3 "Come, seek my face,"the Giver says,
"with heart and soul and strength;
let fear give way to love;
come, step upon the waves of faith."
Dear Giver, Gift, we seek your face:
you share our thorn, our scar.
We learn your joy when by your grace
we share the gift we are.

4 "Come, learn of me," the Servant says
and multiplies a feast
of loaves and fish, of bread and wine,
transforming every guest.
"Come," says the Host, "from west and east
bring gifts to share– come eat!–
none lost or wasted when God's feast
of joy, will be complete."

Offertory – Helena

The story of Jesus feeding the crowd with a few loaves and fishes is a parable of God’s power to multiply our gifts offered in Jesus’ name. So make your offering to God as you are able, and trust that God will create abundance from what we have to give.

We will now have the presentation and dedication of the offering.

Offertory Prayer – Helena   

Let Us Pray: 
God of abundant love, we offer our gifts to you willingly, and yet they seem so small in a world of great need. Bless and multiply them in your love. Surprise us with your power, working in us and through us, to accomplish worthy things in the name of Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life. Amen.

Prayer of the People - Larry MacLeod
ONE: Heavenly Father, as we prepare to leave this service of worship, let us be reminded of the words of service that St Francis has taught to us to pray.

ALL: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  

ONE: Where there is hatred.

ALL: Let me sow love.

ONE: Where there is injury. 

ALL: Pardon. 

ONE: Where there is doubt.

ALL: Faith.

ONE: Where there is despair.

ALL: Hope.

ONE: Where there is darkness.

ALL: Light.
ONE: And where there is sadness.

ALL: Joy.
ONE: O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console.

ALL: To be understood as to understand.

ONE: To be loved as to love.
ALL: For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. AMEN.
Hymn: #671- “I heard the voice of Jesus say” 
1
I heard the voice of Jesus say,

Come unto me and rest;

lay down, thou weary one, lay down

they head upon my breast!

I came to Jesus as I was,

weary and worn and sad;

I found in him a resting place,

and he has made me glad.

2
I heard the voice of Jesus say,

Behold, I freely give

the living water; thirsty one,

stoop down, and drink and live!

I came to Jesus, and I drank

of that life-giving stream;

my thirst was quenched,

my soul revived

and now I live in him.

3
I heard the voice of Jesus say,

I am this dark world’s light;

look unto me, thy morn shall rise,

and all thy day be bright.

I looked to Jesus, and I found

in him my star, my sun,

and in that light of life I’ll walk

till traveling days are done.

Benediction – Helena
ANNOUNCEMENTS

All are welcome at First Presbyterian Church. We hope you experience the love of God and of this congregation as we worship, celebrate, and serve one another. 

Thank you to our friends from “The Kirk”, who have been worshipping with us throughout the month of July; it’s been a pleasure to have you join us , we look forward to seeing you again soon.  

NOTICE:  Following today’s service, First Church will be closed for annual vacation, returning to regular services, Sunday, September 1st. For emergencies during the month of August, contact Rev. Dr. Joon Ki Kim at  902-759-5964.

Today we welcome Rev. Helena Human to lead us in worship. 

CONDOLENCES

We extend our sincere condolences to Kathy Wasson and her family on the loss of her mother, Ivy Wasson.  

PASTORAL CARE

In order to provide support to the people of First Church, when you or a loved one is sick or in hospital, we encourage you to contact the church (902-752-5691), Reverend Andrew (902-331-0322) or Cathy Lewis, Chair of the Pastoral Care Team (902-759-9649), to inform us directly.  It is also important that you inform the hospital that you would welcome a visit from your minister and/or your Elder. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Today –2:30p.m.  – We will worship with the residents of Ivey’s Terrace.  

Wednesday mornings – 10:30-11:30 a.m. - Chair Yoga is being offered at First Church, in the Upper Hall. For more information contact Monica Beltram at info@monicafit.ca
Sat., Aug. 10, 2024 – 2:00p.m. – Everyone is invited to attend Clyde MacDonald’s book launch entitled “Nova Scotians In Court, War And Peace”.  The book launch will take place at the New Glasgow Library. All proceeds from the book will be donated to the MS Society of Canada. 

SCRIPTURE READERS & USHERS:

Scripture Reader:  Kevin Reid
Ushers:     Main Door (Office)  - Chet Fleming

              James St. – Ruth-Anne MacIntosh

              MacLean St. (Main Entrance steps) – Ellen Jardine

EARLY CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS: Lynne Ann and Lois MacLellan
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