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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
208 MacLean St., New Glasgow, NS
902-752-5691
First.church@ns.aliantzinc.ca
Reverend Andrew MacDonald
902-331-0322
yick96@hotmail.com


           May 25th, 2025
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Healing and Reconciliation Sunday

THE APPROACH

**Please rise**
Musical Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements
One: Let us now prepare our hearts to worship almighty God.
**Entry of the Bible:  Please rise
**Lighting the Christ Candle:  Please rise
Introit –   “People Pray” B. Harding
[image: A screenshot of a phone

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
**Call to Worship
**Hymn #314 – “God is love; come heaven, adoring” 
1	God is love: come heaven, adoring;
God is love: come earth, rejoice.
Come creation, voices soaring,
sing exulting with one voice.
God who laid the earth’s foundation,
God who spread the heavens above,
God who breathes through all creation - 	
God is love, eternal love.

2	God is love, whose arms enfolding
all the world in one embrace,
with unfailing grasp are holding
every child of every race,
and when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow’s iron rod,
all the sorrow, all the aching
wrings with pain the heart of God.

3	God is love, and though with blindness
sin afflicts all human life,
God’s eternal lovingkindness
guides us through all earthly strife.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o’er us final triumph gain;
God is love: so love forever
o’er the universe must reign.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
[bookmark: _Hlk165627480]Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Passing the Peace
**Childrens’ Hymn - #476 – “Amigo de Christo/Friends of the Lord” 

	Refrain:
	Amigos de Cristo;
	we’re friends of the Lord;
	amigos de Cristo;
	we’re friends of the Lord,
	for we’ve been forgiven,
	and we’ve been restored;
	amigos de Cristo;
	and we’re friends of the Lord.

1.  Friends of the covenant
 renewed each morn;
 baptized and loving it,
 we’ve been reborn.
 Gift of the dove is ours forevermore.
 Amigos de Cristo;
 we’re friends of the Lord.

2.  Born of a family
 the young and old,
 we’ll be on hand to see
 new life unfold.
 We understand the need to be made whole.
 Amigos de Cristo;
 we’re friends of the Lord.
	
Children’s Time
Prayer of Illumination
First Lesson:  		Zachariah 8:16-17 - p. 727
Epistle Lesson:		Romans 13:8-10 -  p. 866
Responsive Psalm 18:7-14
ONE: Then the earth reeled and rocked; the foundations also of the mountains trembled and reeled because he was angry.
ALL: Smoke went up from his nostrils and devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals flamed forth from him.
ONE: He bowed the heavens and came down; thick darkness was under his feet. He rode on a cherub and flew; he came swiftly upon the wings of the wind.
ALL: He made darkness his covering around him, his canopy thick clouds dark with water. Out of the brightness before him there broke through his clouds hailstones and coals of fire.
ONE: The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the Most High uttered his voice.
ALL: And he sent out his arrows and scattered them; he flashed forth lightnings and routed them.
**Gloria Patri
[bookmark: _Hlk195261811]Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, amen.

Gospel Lesson:  	Matthew 5:1-11, 17-18 – p. 739
Anthem – “I just came to praise the Lord”
Sermon: "Blessed are they"
**Reaffirmation of Faith (Apostles Creed)
[bookmark: _Hlk195261753]I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into Hell.   On the third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven, and sits
at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

**Hymn #768 -  “Sometimes a healing word is comfort” vs.1,2,4,5
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Offertory
Prayers of the People
**Doxology
[bookmark: _Hlk160101492][bookmark: _Hlk177038256][bookmark: _Hlk198204659]Praise God from whom all blessings Flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above Ye Heavenly Host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Offertory Prayer

**Hymn - #585 – “Christ, you call us all to service”
1.  Christ, you call us all to service
call us all who follow you;
plant in us a deep commitment
all your work and will to do.
Fire a passion for your justice;
in us kindle love of peace;
help us heal the brokenhearted;
to the captive bring release.

2.  Teach us how to work together,
brother, sister, side by side,
equal partners in the struggle,
in the cause of truth allied.
To each one some gift is given – 
man or woman, young or old;
help us use each skill and talent,
your great purpose to unfold.

3.  Let us be a servant people,
reconciling, ending strife,
seeking ways more just of sharing
and or ordering human life.
Fill us with a glowing vision
of this world as it should be;
send us forth to change that vision
into blest reality.

**Benediction  - Go Now in Peace (Don Besig)
Go now in peace Never be afraid
God will go with you each hour of every day

Go now in faith Steadfast, strong, and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe
Reach out to others So all the world can see.

God will be there Watching from above
Go now in peace, In faith, and in love
Amen, amen, amen.
Recessional  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

All are welcome at First Presbyterian Church. We hope you experience the love of God and of this congregation as we worship, celebrate, and serve one another. 

PASTORAL CARE:
In order to provide support to the people of First Church, when you or a loved one is sick or in hospital, we encourage you to contact the church (902-752-5691), Reverend Andrew (902-331-0322) or Cathy Lewis, Chair of the Pastoral Care Team (902-759-9649), to inform us directly.  It is also important that you inform the hospital that you would welcome a visit from your minister and/or your Elder. 
UPCOMING FIRST CHURCH EVENTS
Meetings: There are no meetings scheduled this week.

Wed., June 4th, 5:00 p.m. – The Ladies of First Church are gathering at East Ave. Restaurant for a delicious meal, friendship, idle chat and laughs! If you would like to attend, please contact Marilyn (902-922-2859) so she can reserve seats for all. Everyone welcome!
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The Austins will celebrate their 56th wedding anniversary on Sat., May 31st. As well, Austin will celebrate his birthday Thurs., May 29th. We send them our best wishes!



EVENTS YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN …

Sun., June 1 at 4:00 p.m. - The Carillon Singers, a Pic. Co. women’s vocal ensemble, invite you to a heartfelt journey through the musical soul of the Appalachian Mountains in their upcoming concert, “Voices of the Wildwood”, taking place at Glasgow Square Theatre, 155 Riverside Pkwy, New Glasgow.  Special guests, “The Dogies”, this one-of-a-kind performance will delight with a selection of songs rooted in the Appalachian music tradition as it evolved into the beloved genres of bluegrass and country. Dust off your cowboy boots and your finest denim, for an afternoon of authentic charm with soaring harmonies and foot-stomping rhythms. There will be prizes for best western attire! Doors will open at 3:30pm and bar service is available. Tickets are $25, $15 for students, available online via Showpass, at Chediac Furniture in New Glasgow and at Curious Crows Coffee in Stellarton.

Sun., June 8 at 4:00 p.m. – The Trinitarians and Friends present a spring choral concert “Raise Your Voices” with violin, flute and vocalists, under the direction of Monica Punke, Keri Shepherdson, Assistant Director, and Sandra Johnson, Accompanist. Please join us for an afternoon of “Songs of Longing, Love, Light and Levity”. Admission is by donation.

** Please Note – All announcements for the bulletin must be received by Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. 

SCRIPTURE READERS & USHERS:
Reader:     Clarice Campbell
Ushers:     Main Door (Office) – Ian Semple              
  	  James St. – Ruth-Anne MacIntosh
              MacLean St. (Main Entrance steps) – Ellen Jardine
EARLY CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS: Lynne Ann & Lois MacLellan

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
Minister:     	Rev. Andrew MacDonald (c) 902-331-0322
Organist:   	 Clare Grieves
Office hours:	Tues. to Fri. – 10 -1pm
Rev. MacDonald office hours -Tues. to Thurs. 10-2 or by appointment

Mission Statement: But he’s already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women.  It’s quite simple.  Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, and don’t take yourself too seriously – take God seriously.        Micah 6: 8-The Message
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1.Everybody pray, for peace
everybody pray!

Everybody pray, for peace
everybody pray!

Whether late in the night Or the
middle of the day, people pray!

2. Everybody shout, for justice
everybody shout!

Everybody shout, for justice
everybody shout!

Bring hope to the needy, and
scatter all doubt, people, shout!

3. Everybody sing, for joy
everybody sing!

Everybody sing, for joy everybody
sing!

Let the love in our hearts fill the
praises we bring, people, sing!
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