         August 31tst, 2025
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost &
Communion Sunday

THE APPROACH

**Please rise**
Musical Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements
One: Let us now prepare our hearts to worship almighty God.
**Entry of the Bible:  Please rise
**Lighting the Christ Candle:  Please rise
Introit – Hymn #713 – “Lord, O Lord, our God

Lord, O Lord our God,
join with us; share the life of your people;
Jesus the Son of God,
join with us; share the life of your people;
Lord, O Lord our God,
show that you're one with us,
one with the helpless, the poor and the humble,
who pray for oppression to cease,
one with your children, in fear and in poverty,
bringing us all to your peace.

**Call to Worship
**Hymn #425 - “We praise you, O God”
1	We praise you, O God, 
our Redeemer, Creator,
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before you; 
we kneel and adore you;
we bless your holy name; 
glad praises we sing.

2	We worship you; God 
ever-faithful, we bless you
through life’s storm and tempest
our guide you have been.
When perils o’ertake us, 
you will not forsake us,
and with your help, O God,
life battles we win.

3	With voices united our praises we offer,
and gladly our songs 
of true worship we raise.
Our sins now confessing,
we pray for your blessing;
to you, our great Redeemer,
forever be praise.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
[bookmark: _Hlk165627480]Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Passing the Peace
**Hymn #760 - “Where cross the crowded ways of live”  vs.1,3,5,6

1	Where cross the crowded ways of life,
where sound the cries of race and clan,
above the noise of selfish strife,
we hear your voice, O Son of Man.

3	From tender childhood’s helplessness,
from woman’s grief, man’s burdened toil,
from famished souls, from sorrow’s stress,
your heart has never known recoil.

5	O Saviour, from the mountain side,
make haste to heal these hearts of pain;
among these restless throngs abide,
oh tread the city’s streets again;

6	Till human hearts shall learn your love,
and follow where your feet have trod;
till glorious from your heaven above,
shall come the city of our God.

Children’s Time
Prayer of Illumination
First Lesson:  		Jeremiah 2:4-13   p. 577
Epistle Lesson:		Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 p. 918
[bookmark: _Hlk187229389]Responsive Psalm 81:1,10-16  

[bookmark: _Hlk181693924]ONE: Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob.
ALL: I am the Lord your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.
ONE: ‘But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to me. So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their own counsels.
ALL: O that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways!
ONE: Then I would quickly subdue their enemies, and turn my hand against their foes. Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, and their doom would last for ever.
ALL: I would feed you with the finest of the wheat, and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.’
**Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, amen.

Gospel Lesson:  	Luke 14:1, 7-14 p. 798
Anthem 
Sermon: "Banquet for ALL!" 
Offertory
**Doxology
[bookmark: _Hlk160101492][bookmark: _Hlk177038256]Praise God from whom all blessings Flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above Ye Heavenly Host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Offertory Prayer
**Hymn: #570– “I have decided to follow Jesus”
1	I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus,
no turning back, no turning back.

2	The world behind me, the cross before me;
the world behind me, the cross before me;
the world behind me, the cross before me,
no turning back, no turning back.

3	Though none go with me, I still will follow;
though none go with me, I still will follow;
though none go with me, I still will follow,
no turning back, no turning back.

4	Will you decide now to follow Jesus?
Will you decide now to follow Jesus?
Will you decide now to follow Jesus?
No turning back, no turning back.

Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper
The Invitation
[bookmark: _Hlk6309358][bookmark: _Hlk68173164]Communion Hymn #530- “I come with joy” vs. 1-3

1. I come with joy, a child of God,
forgiven, loved and free,
the life of Jesus to recall,
in love laid down for me,
in love laid down for me.

2. I come with Christians far and near,
to find, as all are fed,
the new community of love
in Christ’s communion bread,
in Christ’s communion bread.

3. As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,
each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one,
and strangers now are friends,
and strangers now are friends.


Affirmation of Faith - Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into Hell.   On the third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven, and sits
at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving: 		

564	GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up you hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Prayer ending with	
. . . we join with the whole creation
to lift our hearts in joyful praise.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer ending with
. . . proclaim the mystery of the faith

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Prayer ending with … and the people say

Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Communion Hymn #530- “I come with joy” vs. 4,5

4. The Spirit of the risen Christ.
unseen, but ever near,
it is such friendship better known,
alive among us here,
alive among us here.

5. Together met, together bound
by all that God has done,
we’ll go with joy, to give the world
the love that makes us one,
the love that makes us one.

**Benediction  - Go Now in Peace (Don Besig)
Go now in peace Never be afraid
God will go with you each hour of every day
Go now in faith Steadfast, strong, and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, And show you believe
Reach out to others So all the world can see.

God will be there Watching from above
Go now in peace, In faith, and in love
Amen, amen, amen.
Recessional   




ANNOUNCEMENTS

All are welcome at First Presbyterian Church. We hope you experience the love of God and of this congregation as we worship, celebrate, and serve one another. 

PASTORAL CARE: In order to provide support to the people of First Church, when you or a loved one is sick or in hospital, we encourage you to contact the church (902-752-5691), Reverend Andrew (902-331-0322) or Cathy Lewis, Chair of the Pastoral Care Team (902-759-9649), to inform us directly.  It is also important that you inform the hospital that you would welcome a visit from your minister and/or your Elder. 
UPCOMING FIRST CHURCH EVENTS
There are no meetings scheduled this coming week.
Mon., Sept. 8th – 6:30p.m. – The Board of Managers will meet.
Tues., Sept. 9th – 6:30p.m. – Session will meet.

Sign Restoration Project – We are currently fundraising for the restoration of the script on the sign on the front of the church building.  Our goal is $575.00, to date we have raised $470.00.  If you would like to support this project, you may donate through your regular church envelope, etransfer etc.  Please mark the donation “Sign Restoration Project”.  Any donations will be part of your yearly donations.
Reminder – Please spread the word about our Sunday evening service - “Downtown Ministries - A Contemporary Service of Prayer, Meditation, Fellowship and Music”. These services will resume in September, every Sunday at 6:00p.m.

EVENTS YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN…

Thurs., Sept. 4th, 7:00 p.m.: Canadian award-winning pianist, Jennifer King, will perform at Merigomish United Church. Jennifer has established herself as a sought-after talent in concert halls across Canada as both a soloist and collaborative artist. Tickets: $20 advance;  $25 at the door. For tickets, call Vickie at 902-926-2556.

Sun., Sept. 14th, 3p.m. – Please plan to attend the 167th anniversary service of Middle River Church, 59 E Fraser Crossroad, Rocklin.  Music will be provided by Hannah’s Boys and James and Samuel Lawrence.  Refreshments will be served following the service.

Fri., Sept. 19-21st – AMS General Society Annual Meeting – If you plan to attend the meetings, including the banquet, please register with Shirley Forbes, the Registrar, by Sept. 1st.  The registration form is located on the back cover of the May/June “Message”.



Anniversary Wishes!!

[image: Happy 62nd Anniversary GIFs - Download on Funimada.com]Best Wishes are extended to the Rev. Dr. Morley Shaw and Joy Shaw who are celebrating their 62nd wedding anniversary today!


SCRIPTURE READERS & USHERS:

Reader:     Mark Thibeau
Ushers:     Main Door (Office) – Fran Savage              
     James St. – Ruth-Anne MacIntosh
              MacLean St. (Main Entrance steps) – Ellen Jardine
EARLY CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS: Lynne Ann & Lois MacLellan
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