[bookmark: _Hlk164941716]September 21st, 2025
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

THE APPROACH

**Please rise**
Musical Prelude – Medley by Justin & Keith
Welcome and Announcements
One: Let us now prepare our hearts to worship almighty God.
**Entry of the Bible:  Please rise
**Lighting the Christ Candle:  Please rise
Introit – “It’s A Great Church”
It’s a great church where God is alive
It’s a great church where God is alive
It’s a great church where God is alive
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

It’s a great day our God is alive.
It’s a great day our God is alive. 
It’s a great day our God is alive. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah

**Call to Worship
**Hymn #714 – “Wordless, ancient earth’s foundation” 
1. Wordless, ancient earth's foundations
cradle fragile in your palm;
speechless, boundless constellations
voice their awe in soundless psalm:
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah,
you are all creating, one.

2. We, our earth's stored treasures spending,
foul its soil and stain its seas;
we, our human grasp extending,
landscapes bruise, proud towers raise.
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, kyrie eleison,
lead us home from wasted ways.

3. Heal us, feed us by your Spirit:
all earth's torment is your own.
Name us, send us each as servant,
working, bearing Christ's shalom.
Maranatha, maranatha, maranatha,
so we pray: Christ Jesus, come.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
[bookmark: _Hlk165627480]Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
 
Assurance of Pardon
Passing the Peace
**Childrens’ Hymn - #637 - “Take my life, and let it be consecrated” 

1	Take my life and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days:
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2	Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful to thee.

3	Take my voice and let me sing
always, only to my King;
take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee.

4	Take my silver and my gold:
not a mite would I withhold;
take my intellect and use
every power as thou shalt choose.

5	Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine;
take my heart: it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

6	Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Sacrament of Baptism 
Children’s Time
Prayer of Illumination
First Lesson:  Amos 8:4-7 - p. 704
Epistle Lesson: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 - p. 903
Responsive Psalm – Psalm 133
ONE: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
ALL: It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.
ONE: It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.
ALL: For there the Lord ordained his blessing, life for evermore.

 **Gloria Patri
[bookmark: _Hlk195261811]Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, amen.

Gospel Lesson:  Luke 16:1-13 - p. 799
Anthem – Justin & Keith
Sermon: "Prayers for ALL!"
**Hymn #710 - “What does the Lord require” vs.1,3,4 – Tune 438
1. What does the Lord require
for praise and offering?
What sacrifice desire,
or tribute bid you bring?
Do justly; love mercy;
walk humbly with your God.

2.  Rulers of earth, give ear!
Should you not justice show?
Will God your pleading hear,
while crime and cruelty grow?
Do justly; love mercy;
walk humbly with your God.

3.  Still down the ages ring
the prophet’s stern commands.
To merchant, worker, king
he brings God’s high demands.
Do justly; love mercy;
walk humbly with your God.

4.  How shall my soul fulfil
God’s law so hard and high?
Let Christ endue our will
with grace to fortify.
Then justly, in mercy
we’ll humbly walk with God.

Offertory
Offertory Prayer
Prayers of the People: (the people respond) 
ONE: God, speak to us a word of wisdom
ALL: Embrace us with your love.
**Doxology
[bookmark: _Hlk160101492][bookmark: _Hlk177038256][bookmark: _Hlk198204659]Praise God from whom all blessings Flow. 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above Ye Heavenly Host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

**Hymn - #448 – “O God beyond all praising” 

1	O God beyond all praising,
we worship you today
and sing the love amazing
that songs cannot repay,
for we can only wonder
at every gift you send,
at blessings without number
and mercies without end.
We lift our hearts before you	
and wait upon your word:
we honour and adore you,
our great and mighty Lord.
2	Then hear, O gracious Saviour;
accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favour
may serve you as our king,
and whether our tomorrows
be filled with good or ill,
well triumph through our sorrows
and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty
and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty
our sacrifice of praise.

**Benediction  - Go Now in Peace (Don Besig)
[bookmark: _Hlk195261696]Go now in peace Never be afraid
God will go with you each hour of every day

Go now in faith Steadfast, strong, and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe
Reach out to others So all the world can see.

God will be there Watching from above
Go now in peace, In faith, and in love
Amen, amen, amen.
Recessional  


ANNOUNCEMENTS

All are welcome at First Presbyterian Church. We hope you experience the love of God and of this congregation as we worship, celebrate, and serve one another. 

PASTORAL CARE: In order to provide support to the people of First Church, when you or a loved one is sick or in hospital, we encourage you to contact the church office (902-752-5691) or Reverend Andrew (902-331-0322) to inform us.  It is also important that you inform the hospital that you would welcome a visit from your minister and/or your Elder. 
MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Donations have been received in loving memory of Russell MacIntosh from David and Marilyn Johnstone and Phoebe Fraser.
UPCOMING FIRST CHURCH EVENTS
Sacrament of Baptism – Today,  through the sacrament of baptism, we welcome into the family of God, Naomi Diane Chisholm, daughter of Tianna and Daniel Chisholm.
Notice:  Please be advised of the following changes in leadership of First Church. Sharon Mason has stepped aside from her role as the Clerk of Session; Mark Thibeau has agreed to assume that role.  We thank Sharon for her leadership and dedication to First and also thank her for taking on her new role as “Representative Elder”.  Larry MacLeod remains Deputy Clerk of Session (also the Chair of the Board of Managers).  Cathy Lewis has stepped back from her position as the Chair of the Pastoral Care Committee. Rev. Andrew will be the contact person for that Committee.
Reminder – “Downtown Ministries – A Contemporary Service of Prayer, Meditation, Fellowship and Music”, we meet every Sunday at 6:00p.m.; everyone welcome, please spread the word.
[bookmark: _Hlk209175707]
EVENTS YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN…

Tues., Sept. 23rd, 9-12:00p.m. – First Church will host a special meeting and workshop of the Pictou Presbytery, entitled “Narratives of Hope and Possibility” led by the Rev. Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls, Moderator of the 2024 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. For more information contact Rev. Andrew.

Sept. 28th – 12:15p.m. - Trinity United Church Worship Committee is hosting their block party again, next Sunday after service.  If you are interested in attending, would you let Jane know so she can provide Trinity with the approximate number who will attend from First Church? (They need to know approximately how many to prepare for.) Everyone who attended last year enjoyed this event immensely!  Hope you will take it in!
Sun., Sept. 28th – 2:00p.m. – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Westville, is hosting all the Congregations of the Presbytery of Pictou to a special worship service celebrating our denominations and the ministries of our Presbytery. Light [image: 341 65 Birthday Party Stock Photos - Free & Royalty-Free ...]lunch and fellowship following the service.
Sat., Oct. 4 – 1:00pm-3pm  (Lower Hall) - The family of Ellen Jardine invite you to join them in celebrating Ellen on her 65th birthday. We look forward to seeing you! 

SCRIPTURE READERS & USHERS:

Reader:	     Jennifer Thibeau
Ushers:     Main Door (Office) – Sandra Arthur              
     James St. – Ruth-Anne MacIntosh
              MacLean St. (Main Entrance steps) – Ellen Jardine
EARLY CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS: Lynne Ann & Lois MacLellan

NOTICE – PLEASE ENSURE ALL NOTICES FOR THE BULLETIN ARE SUBMITTED TO THE OFFICE BY WEDNESDAY EVENINGS.
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